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Whereas God resisteth the proud. 


VIII. DAVID AND JONATHAN. 


Chap. xviii. 3. Then 'Jonathan and David made a covenant , 
because he loved him as his own soul. 

D AVID, in his outward person, was agreeable * \ yet 
compared with his great mind, of small account. 
Brave and calm ; devoted in heart to God. Becoming ac¬ 
quainted with Jonathan, their very souls did knit. A true 
picture of friendship *, prudent each, modest, disinterested, and 
devout. Hence, they made a mutual covenant of amity for 
life. This being a matter of choice is no proper subjeCt for 
command, and shews the excellency of our gospel. 

When entered upon, and continued with proper principles, 
it is a sweet and useful bond. Prudence must take the lead. 
We cannot esteem without previous knowledge. Much less 
tenderly love. Our divine Saviour, and the beloved disciple, 
had good access to each other. Frequent familiar intercourse 
ought to endear and not cool. Avoid reserve, and distrust 
still more. A mistake in connection should, as much as pos¬ 
sible, be made up by special civil usage, and culture. Study 
dispositions, and how to please. Yield often, if it be not to 
■what is unlawful. 

Modesty in judgement and behaviour is most strengthening 


g Chip xvL ii. 


to 
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to friendship. Liableness to irritation is no less dangerous, the 
daughter pride *. Disputes as to pre-eminence are absurd, 
pestive. Friends, more than any, ought to have all things in 
common. Mine and thine is language quite improper. Leave 
this to little single souls. Be ever disposed to oblige. Pious re¬ 
gards to infinite love leads to special affedtion for all his crea¬ 
tures. The saints more than any. 

The abuse of worship hurts, rather than mends the temper. 
A street saint, and a home devil, is hideous b ! Genuine prayer 
is the daughter of charity, the sister of meekness. From God 
it returns loaded with a blessing, and the dew of heaven. 

IX. SAUL WROTH WITH DAVID. 

Chap, xviii. 8. And Saul ivas very *wroth t and the saying 
displeased him ; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten 
thousands , and to me they have ascribed but thousands : and nvhat 
can he have more but the kingdom ? 

S AUL, from affedtion to David at first, would have retain¬ 
ed him’ at court 9 but his presence was necessary, for 
a while, at home. At length jealousy of growing fame began 
to operate ; with Jonathan’s special attention to him, verse 4. 
Saul, from being indifferent, became wroth against him. Af¬ 
ter a complete vidtory over the Philistines, they were met by 
the women-singers. 

And what can he have more than to be thus highly praised, 
said Saul ? From that day forward, he wishes for an opportu¬ 
nity to slay him. A hideous self-consuming disease, like rot- 
teness of the bones. To be good is the way to increase such 
wicked rage. Suspicion alone is their proof, and what will 
not envy suspedt ? Having a javelin in his hand, and at the 
very moment David was playing to banish Saul’s melancholy, 
he threw it at the generous hero, saying, I will smite thee even, 
to the wall. Detestable, cruel, ingratitude ! Being avoided the 
prince is set on fire, and yet is not without his fears, verse 12. 

a 1 Peter iii 6. Rom. xii. 3. b Mattii. xviii. 6. 

Q q 2 Conscience 
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Conscience is a faithful monitor. If Saul sung, before taking 
this aim, his guilt was the more aggravated. 

A sound heart was the consolation of David, especially when 
in an aft of benevolence a . It is like the sprightliness of much 
health. What a contrast to living like jealous envy, upon the 
wretchedness of others ! Scarce, if at all, is this last to be re¬ 
claimed. In marrying his daughter to David, agreeable to 
promise, Saul has no good design. He hoped to render her 

a snare unto him. Say unto David, and so on. Arrant hy¬ 
pocrisy ! 


He modestly declines the honour, or from reasons of pru¬ 
dence, and at length accepts upon having an aft of signal 
prowess made mention to him, as his dowry, that of slaying 
no less that two hundred Philistines, and bringing sure evi¬ 
dences of this with him. An arch contrivance to have the 
hero cut off. It may be, that then there were many such 
skulkers against Israel. In a short space David did execute 
this, and the marriage was accomplished. Their mutual at¬ 
tachment was a new source of terror to the jealous father, verse 
28. David’s death he becomes more than ever set upon. Most 

savage-like! 


Jonathan, as much as possible, would have turned away his 
father from such a thought, but in vain, upon the whole b. 
Once more David escapes the Javelin, and fled. He is let 
down by a window, and saved c . 

The noble spirit of religion is to do good to all and offend 
none. The reverse is satanish. 


X. SAUL PROPHESIETIi. 


Chap. xix. 22. Then went he also to Rantah , and came to 
a great well that is in Sechu : and he asked and said y JVhere are 
Samuel and David ? And one said y Behold y they be at Naioih in 
Ram ah. 


D AVID, now son-in-law to the king, is mortally hated by 
him, on account of his credit with Israel. Yet now, 


c Prov. xxiv. r 7, 

after 


a Ita.xxxii. 3 . 


b Chxp. xix. 9. 
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after rome flattery, he is invited to the royal presence, and 
periidiously struck at. But Michal, his wife, did save him as 
above. Nor could he be found next morning, though all 
the doors of the palace were watched. 

Upon inquiry it was found, that he had gone to Samuel, at 
Ramah. So they went together to Naioth, not far distant* 
where was a college of prophets ; accustomed much to devout 
praise, both vocal and instrumental. Few employments either 
more rational, or joyous a . And it was told Saul, &c. His 
messengers did join in the chorus. If it was one of their 
own ancient compositions, this would be easier done. 

They make no haste to return with the capture of David. 
A delay which the rage of Saul could not suffer with ease. 
He sent others, and they too did prophecy. A third time the 
like is repealed. Admire the wondrous, useful charm ! Nor 
it is probable were superior divine influences wanting. Even 
an irritated Saul is the same way overpowered. 

Then went he, not to be devout, but with an evil, cruel de¬ 
sign, and is caught at the time to quite a different measure. 
Behold, he too prophesieth. What glorious mean of penitence 
was here ! But without superior force, tyranny in power is not 
to be controlled. At Ramah, meeting the whole college of pro¬ 
phets in heavenly exercise, he stript off his upper clothes be¬ 
fore Samuel, and played. The prophet himself lay down. 
How could all these things be forgotten ? Yet one evil pas¬ 
sion holds out to the last. A special warning to sinners in 
every future age. A person’s own iniquity, though but single, 
may be their ruin. Such, though occasionally affected, may 
yet continue bad. Anger is cruel, and wrath is outrageous, 
but who can stand before envy b ? Prostitute not sweet music 
to what is low and vile, but sing and make melody to the Lord. 

a C'ol. iii. 16. b Matth. v. 8. Jam. i. 6, &c.—ii. 10.—iv.5. 
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XI. JONATHAN’S ANGER AND GRIEF. 

Chap. XX. 34. So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce 
anger y and did eat no meat the second day of the month : for he was 
grieved for David , because his father had done him shame. 

I N certain cases, anger may be justified. Not to sin in 
such a case is matter of difficulty to the very best. They 
Viho grieve for guilt are least in danger. So it was with Jo¬ 
nathan, when he arose from his father’s table. Long fasting 
argues the depth of his distress. 

The king his father had hunted for the life of an innocent, 
useful man, verse I. Though heir-apparent to the crown, the 
whole evil designs against David are carried on without his 
knowledge. Why should my father hide this thing from me, 
&c. David then sware to the truth of what he had said, and 
that their mutual attachment had been the cause of such se¬ 
crecy. As the Lord liveth there is but a step between me 
and death, judging from human probabilities. 

Neither time nor hospitable rights could allay the tyrant’s 
rage. The new moon then was the season of special solem¬ 
nity. The king sat him down, See. On the morrow too 
David’s seat was empty, whereupon Jonathan was addressed : 
Whence is it that the son of Jesse cometlv not to meat ? Jo¬ 
nathan answers, David earnestly asked of me leave to go to 
Bethlehem, for a family sacrifice in the city. Then the un¬ 
natural parent’s anger was kindled, venting itself horribly. Re¬ 
monstrances were to no purpose. Smothered malice becomes 
absolutely boundless. In such case, to aim at restraining will 
put ordinary favourites themselves in no small danger. Saul 
could no longer conceal himself. So Jonathan arose, &c. His 
conduct was fur and justifiable. His grief was generous. 
Both sure signs of religion c . 

t James i. 26 - iii. i, See. 13, &c. Isa. xlii. 2, 3. Matth. xi. 28, &c. 

PmI. xxxiv. ii, &c. I Peter iii. 6. Heb.xii. 14. 

XII. 
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XII. DAVID’S EXILE. 

Chap. xx. 41. And as soon as the lad was gone David a- 
rose out of a place toward the south , and fell on his face to the 
ground t and bowed himself three times : and they kissed one an¬ 
other, and wept one with another , until David exceeded . 

r 1^0 escape death, David conceals himself for a time in 

1 Ramah. By signs Jonathan and he resolve occasion¬ 
ally to meet. At a time appointed, Jonathan with his lad 
went out early. The lad himself knew not the import of their 
signs. Then he gave him his artillery to be carried to the 
city, when David, with much respeft and love, met his friend. 

Their parting they were both sensible could not be for a 
short time, whence devout and brave as they both were, they 
embraced and wept. The people of God too, and sacred so¬ 
lemnities were to be left. In short, he was to be an exile r . 
Go in peace, and so on. Quite moving. 

Unto Naioth, in Ramah, Jonathan returns, still suspe&ed 
by his father in great wrath, verse 30. Do not I know that 
thou hast chosen the son of Jesse, to thine own confusion, 
&c. ? Wherefore now send and fetch him, for he shall surely 
die. Thus did the lion-tyrant roar aloud. 

Banishment illimited is peculiarly affe&ing, from those of 
experienced wisdom and worth. And was it a small matter, 
for two such knit souls to be separated ? There is such an one 
that sticketh closer than a brother. Death may separate, but 
cannot part them- All is friendship in heaven s . 

Around an exile how affetting is the sight of idolaters, and 
the want of true worship b . Impious vice is peculiarly horri¬ 
ble. Saint communion is next to that with infinite love '. 
To be abridged of worship has something like the shadow 
of death in it. 

r Verse 42, &c. s 1 Cor. xiti. 13, 13. t Psal, xi. 1.— 

Ixiii. I, &c.—lxv. 4.-xxvii. 4. 

h Psalmsxlii. cxxxvii. i Paul. xi. 1. — Jxiii. 1, &c. ■ -lxv. 4. 

xxvii. 4. 
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XIII. DAVID OBTAINETH HALLOWED BREAD. 

Chap. xxi. 6. So the priest gave him hallowed bread ; for 
there was no bread there but the shew-bread that was taken from 
before the L 0 RD y to put hot bread in the day when it was taken 
away. 

T RUTH, to a certain degree, may be cohcealed. To say 
violated may be too much. Yet there are allowances 
for strong temptation, as in the case of David, hotly pur¬ 
sued by Saul for his life. Then he came to Nob, not far, it is 
likely, from Jerusalem, to Ahimelech, the officiating priest, 
and whose chief at the time, may have been Abiathar 3 , to ad¬ 
vise with, and obtain his blessing. From the knowledge he 
had of David’s interest at court, he is afraid of evil from the 
capricious monarch, and modestly doth question him. The 
reply was a contrivance to effeCtuate his own safety. 

Next, he informs the priest of his extreme hunger, and that 
delay of relief might prove fatal. Having no bread of a com¬ 
mon nature, he excuses the production of what was holy, a- 
greeable to the divine law b . Still cases of necessity were under¬ 
stood to be excepted, and David receives ; so that neither 
he nor the priest was to blame. He likewise besought Ahi¬ 
melech for a spear, or a sword, in regard that he had come offi 
with haste, and had that of Goliath given him; who said, there 
is none like. 

Proceeding hence, another new trial to his veracity occurs, 
and shews his singular quickness of invention. David feigns 
himself tobe mad,and thus escapes the reveng£of Achhh,king 
of Gath. The description is wonderful, and makes the King 
of Gath appear in a good light. How pitiable is derangement! 
Away with him. 

AClions, places and companies tempting to falsehood, should 
be avoided with qare. Certain crimes lead to this more than 
others, as putting forth the hand to steal, and taking the name of 
God in vain c . Some businesses arc neither to be entered upon, 
nor continued in, with scrupulous regard to truth. To keep tree 
where few only are free is no small honour. Yet let none be 

b Exod. xxv. from v«rs«i 29. c 1 Pwtor ii. ir. 


a Mark ii. 26. 


too 
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too severe. There are beams often where motes are thus tak¬ 
en notice of a . Lay not snares or blocks for others to stumble 
over. 

Severe arbitrary measures are highly culpable. Require no 
improper oaths or obligations. Ecclesiastics are not always un- 
chargeable. Prefer works of necessity and mercy to such as 
are merely positive, without neglecting these last quite. There 
be few interferences in comparison. 


XIV. DAVID AND ABIATHAR. 

Chap. xxii. 23. Abide thou with me, fear not ; for he that 
seeketh my life sevketh thy life : but with me thou shalt be in safe¬ 
guard. 

W HAT goes before these words is very shocking. 

Saul, from early reign, was arbitrary, cruel, oppres¬ 
sive. Hence, after great good services, he is vigilant to ruin 
David, whose virtues themselves were resented as crimes. 
Even Jonathan, a dutiful loyal son, because David’s friend, 
escapes not undue usage. Cursed rankling envy. 

While the persecuted son-in-law lodged in the cave of 
Adullam, his brethren, or friends, went down thither. People 
too of narrow circumstances did join him, perhaps reducedfrom 
the evil nature of the timesTheir number became at length 
four hundred, met not for conquest but defence. Coming to 
Mizpah of Moab, now in variance with Saul c , he commend¬ 
ed his father to that prince, till he should see what God would 
do for him. Sweetly filial ! 

H ere he meets with Gad, a prophet of the Most High, who 
advises him to leave the hold, and to get into the land of 
Judah ; where he would be directed more at Large. In his 
way thither, he came to the forest ofHareth, where he might 
lurk, and obtain occasional divine counsels. 

Gad, bred up under Samuel, knew of David’s having been 
anointed Saul’s successor. A great blessing at the time. Yet 

a Gal. vi 1, 2. Ruru. xiv. 1.—-xv. 1. b Margin of verse %. 

t Chap. xiv. 47. 

R r fearful. 



I. S A M U t L. 



fearful, and not very distant scenes are still before him ; dark 
and intricate to the best. Saulhears of David’s being discover¬ 
ed, and charges those of his own Benjamin tribe to watch him* 
with high promises ; using an artful speech, mixed w r ith 
motives, and an address to compassion. 

One of them, Doeg, and a tool for any vice, informs Saul 
where his son was, in part true, but followed with a dreadful 
fidtion. The king, sent to Ahimelech, with some shew' of jus¬ 
tice, and ail his father’s family, as witnesses, who lived in Nob, 
and sternly charged the chief of them as a conspirator. He 
seeks no further evidence than that of him who did accuse. 


Though mildly and briefly answered, the tyrar.i did but storm 
at the truth, and instantly orders 3 the execution of a whole 
family. Turn, said he, and slay these priests of the Lord. 
Horrible ! Impious ! 

Some would not obey, but rather expose themselves. 1 T et 
Doeg, an ultroneous informer and witness, is not backward 
to complete both crimes, by murder. On that day, slew he 
fourscore and five. May royal poweribe ever found with a sober 
mind. Let us value the high privilege of ^British Govern¬ 
ment. Afterwards, the fierce tyger-man goes to Nob, the 
city of the priests, with as many as would follow him, and 
smote with the edge of the sword both men and women, 
children and sucklings, asses and sheep ! Monster all over 1 

One only of Ahimelech’s. family did escape, and fled unto 
David, whose name was Abiathar; and who made known the 
dreadful tidings. He foresaw, and now laments what to him¬ 
self he now seemed to be the innocent occasion of. Abide thou 
with me, fear not, either personal, or other injury that I can 
ward off'. Our enemies are one, and our defence shall be as 


one. Noble, heroic generosity ! 

From the above it appears that most addons arc liable to a 
double construction. Therefore, as much as possible, ought 


the appearance of evil to be avoided. Even 
to misconstrudt should be disappointed. 


thev who watch 

d 

Rash and harsh 


judges merit great condemnation Motives that lead to prac¬ 
tice should be well weighed. *W hen bad men speak what is 


a Verse 16. 


b Maul. vii i, 2. 


true, 
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true, they seldom do so from honest affection. Busy bodies, 
when known, are to be avoided as pests. They breed what is 
nauseous, and then choose to live upon it. 


XV. DAVID INQUIRES OF THE LORD. 

Chap, xxiii. 2. Therefore David inquired cf the LoRD y say¬ 
ing , Shall I go and smite these Philistines ? And the LORD said 
unto David , Go and smite the Philistines , and save Keilah. 

O NE method of consulting God, in Israel, was by pro¬ 
phets ; but a more solemn method was by their chief 
priest, or one deputed. Returns were then made from the 
mercy-seat, either in signs, or words, termed by Jews, the 
orcde Hence the scripture expression of God’s dwelling 
between the cherubims. 

The tabernacle being at some distance, a prophet did pray b : 
This comes nearest to our present case. God ever accepts of 
a willing people agreeable to what they have; as when David 
had no settled state c . When their leaders forsook God, he 
forsook them d . 

It was brave to take thought about saving a city, when life 
wits in danger, and worthy of a devout spirit. And God said 
unto David, probably by his prophet, go thou, and be their 
deliverer. He did obey and came off victorious. What did 
not Keilah owe to such pious fortitude ? Yet, trust not even 
in princes. They not only die, but are too often ungrateful. 
The Keilites became treacherous to their benefa&or, and join 
with Saul. 

Abiathar gives the hero information of this. Trials affeCt- 
j-iv; ! God,- earnestly implored, then becomes his refuge. 
Great sufferers are neither studious of words, nor strict order 
in devotion. They repeat the same, and do so again. Then 
Dav id, becoming sure of infamousKeiliteguilt, departedthence, 
which saved the city. 

And Saul sought him every day, while his son-in-law 
abode in wilderness strong holds and fastnesses. Ingrati- 

a Exod. xxv. 2%. Num. vii. 3,9. b 1 Sam. x. ax. c 2 Sam. xvi. 22, &c. 

d x Sam. xxviii. 6. 

R r a 


tude 
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tude is base and cruel. Jonathan comes, under God, to relieve 
this painful feeling, and that with no small hazard to himself; 
he strengthens his heart still to hold out, confiding in the Al¬ 
mighty. The counsel of the Lqrd endureth for ever. The 
two friends at this time renewed their covenant of mutual 
attachment, for the third time. And David abode in the 
ward, and Jonathan went with much secrecy home. Then 
came up the Ziphites belonging to Judah, for support of 
Saul. Then, as now, and now as then, the loving kindness of 
the Lord is his trust. Think how devout ! Saul with mixed 
impiety blesses the Ziphites. Human victims seem like pity 
to wrathful souls. 


XVI. DAVID’s GENEROSITY. 

Chap. xxiv. 7. So David stayed his servants with these 
words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul\ But Saul rose 
Up out of the cave, and went on his way. 

W E have, in what connects with this, a rare instance cf 
magnanimous conduct. David, hunted by Saul for 
his life, had an opportunity to avenge himself to the full, and 
nobly declines it. The persecutor being much fatigued came 
to a cave of someextent, and fit to rest in. The few men of him 
who was persecuted saw him enter, and informed David, with 
hope that he would take advantage of it, to fulfil divine pro¬ 
mises made by Samuel, that the Lord would deliver him ; 
but the hero, with his usual fortitude, passing the guards found 
his enemy fast asleep,and, in place of putting an end to his life, 
cut off the skirt of his robe y which, though a small affront, 
did smite his then tender conscience, as against the Lord’s 
anointed, and as yet his legal master. If Saul had been what 
he should have been, David’s words to the disappointed soldiery 
would have admirably answered. 

Yet less scrupulous casuistry might have been justified. 
The deed, however, was great, and even a tyrant ought to have 
felt what was so generous longer than he did. Such as he was 
being chosen for life, David’s heart is smote. Admirable 

symptom 
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symptom of general good ! Thus did he stay his servants 
from rising against Saul. 

As the king went on his way from sleep, he received inform¬ 
ation of what had happened in the cave, David from out of 
a clift, crying with a loud voice, my Lord the king, and so on. 
verse 3 . Then bowing himself to the earth *, respectful, and 
hold at the same time j mild and glorious, verse 9 j shew¬ 
ing the skirt of his robe : Know thou, and lay this to heart. 
The whole is delightful and affeCting, verse 13. After whom 
dost thou come out, in so great ire, &c. What am I, com¬ 
pared, but as a dead dog, or flea ? Not worth thy pains as 
a prey. The Lord be judge, and plead my cause. Wonder¬ 
ful grandeur of mind ! Soft and mitigating f 

In faft, the tyrant is moved for a while, saying, is this thy 
voice, son David ? How disarming are mild words. Saul 
wept aloud,and said, thou art more righteous than I, with more 
lo the like purpose of grief. Here consult nature and ex¬ 
perience. The worst have their good moods, and judging 
from these alone, high hopes might be conceived. Habit of 
worthy aCts alone, evince the truth of chara&er. A man of 
less excellence would have made an end of Saul. 

He becomes just in his conclusion at last, verse 20, but is 
not long consistent. He demands what he had no right to, an 
oath in behalf of his posterity, and was gratified, the more to 
conciliate Saul’s affedion, who then went home. 

David, in great prudence, returns with his band to the cave 
of En-gedi, waiting a further sign of an entire amendment. 
Hatred and fury, from envy, had next to deranged Saul 
As intimates they are not soon if at all to be trusted. To for¬ 
give the penitent is essential. Friendship requires more* 


XVII. DAVID AND NABAL. 

Chap. xxv. iq. And Nabal answered David’s servants , 
and said , Who is David ? and who is the son of Jesse ? There be 
mvny servants now a days that break away every man from his 
master . 


D AVID again in great prudence would make a trial of 

Saul’s constancy, and abode in the wilderness, where 

a Chap. xx. 41. b EcJcbiastlcuj* chap, xii- 10, 11. 

provision 
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provision was often narrow. At one time he and his company 
being sore reduced heard of Nabal in Maon, who had great 
possessions in Carmel, near Hebron • j to whom he sent for 
relief, and with a polite address : Let tho 9 e whom I have sent 
find favour in thine eyes, and so on. In thy good festival day 
compassionate the starving. In gratitude to heaven, spare, I 
pray thee, and we ask not dainties. Our suffering time, we 
trust will not be long. 

But the niggard would hear no reason, and said, who is 
this David ? and so forth. Things most cutting too he ob¬ 
liquely threw out, as to servants breaking away, &c. Men not 
fit to be served, but vagabonds. Rude and brutish to a civil 
message. Shall I then, adds he, take my bread and flesh, and 
give it unto those I know not whence they be ? In the name 
of God, what made them his only ? Why suspeft evil of the 
indigent as such ? What right to hide his brutal temper un¬ 
der such a speech, and that td pining misery ? 

Singular affluence gives no just claim to withhold, but the 
contrary. Inheritance and industry themselves are of God. 
Should a fisherman worship his drag ? So in the case of other 
businesses b . The anxious and indevout will often defraud. 
An Omniscient God pervades the heart. He is sole original 
proprietor. Thy bread itself, however earned, is not thine, 
So water, flesh, &c. only as a trustee. 

The necessitous have, or ought to have their share. God is 
the maker of them both. Eat, drink, and abuse not. Re¬ 
joice and do geod. Be prompt and hospitable. Many know 
well what they would seem to inquire alter, on purpose to 
parry alms. 

Where there is an increase of impostors, much caution is 
due, but not churlish language. Rash giving encourages lying, 
and idleness, and debauchery. Real objects thereby are ma¬ 
terially hurt. Support those first who are best known, or may 
be, and only hazard a comparative trifle c . Clamour and pale 
looks are not easily resisted. Be at pains to search out. This 
with policy will deter vagrants. 

Curb thy Nabal-tongue* In most cases it is rash and cruel. 


c Eccl xi. I, 


How 


a Joshua xv. 54, 55. 


b J-tmes i- 17- 
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How nigh to each other are they of one community ? Blem¬ 
ish not a good deed. There is a manner in every thing. 
Seasons and showers come gradually. Follow God ■*. 

XVIII. DAVID AND ABIGAIL. 

i 

Chap. xxv. 18. Then Abigail made haste , and took two 
hundred loaves , and two bottles of wine y and five sheep ready dress - 
ed y andfive measures of parched corn y and an hundred clustres of 
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs y and laid them on asses . 

A BIGAIL, the wife of Nabal, was a woman of good un¬ 
derstanding, and of a beautiful countenance, verse 3. 
•She seems however, to have been mistaken in her marriage- 
choice, if she had one. Her husband did provoke David to a 
great degree, so that he thought in his haste of severe re- 
vc:ige, verse 13. Th is will not justify. There were many 
good in the family, and who gave no countenance to their 
master, verse 7. 

They advise their mistress and are heard, when they had 
no such hope from Nabal. She resolves without delay to 
meet David with a handsome present, and in an agreeable 
manner. The bottles seem to have been large leathern casks. 
And she said unto her servants, go on before me, &c. All 
which, or as to the greater part, she did prudently conceal 
from her husband, whom she knew to be rash and violent, as 
well as covetous. David had gone too far by much, in swear¬ 
ing to revenge ; may God also do more unto me, &c. Wrath 
is cruel, but anger is outrageous. A warning this to the 
best L '. 

And when Abigail saw David, verse 23, she hasted and 
lighted, (See. Fell on her face, bowed, &c. after the manner 
of the east, as a preparative for calm hearing. Her speech 
was every way suitable. If her husband’s improper clvaradler 
is owned, there was necessity for it. As his name'is, so is 
Nabal, and folly with him. As the Lord thy God hitherto 

a I .like vi. 36. 1 Pet. iv. 10. 1 Tim vi. 18, 19. Heb. xiii. 16. Deut. xv. 7, 8. 

JVIattli. xxv. 31, See. Ecclcs. xviii. 15, &c. b James i. 20 

hath 



312 


I. SAMUEL. 


hath withholden thee from coming to shed blood, continue in¬ 
nocent. Let thy avenging hand be kept up for unrelenting 
enemies. Take the blessing I have brought with me, for 
thyself and the young men. 

Forgive apparent trespass, for it is well known to me what 
thou shalt yet arrive at. Admirable throughout ! We have 
also heard of thy hazards and escapes, by Jehovah’s means j 
and yet shall the soul, or life, of my Lord be bound up, while 
those of his enemies shall he sling out. Hence shall the 
present implored pardon be no grief unto thee. Proper 
even to astonishment. Then,when raised to athrone, remem¬ 
ber me thine handmaid in kindness. 

Abigail’s speech is long, but can never fatigue, being full of 
art and prudence without cunning. Her conciliatory argu¬ 
ments are judicious and devout. Samuel’s revelations did not 
a little aid her good understanding to sue for peace. Pro¬ 
pounded by a woman of beauty, they became invincible. 

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, which sent thee to meet me ; and blessed be thy ad¬ 
vice, &c. So he received of her hand, that which she had 
brought, and said to her, go up in peace to thine house. 

When beauty, and a good understanding accompany each 
other, they touch affection not a little. When separated, men¬ 
tal qualities should have the preference by much. Avoid rash 
oaths, that often lead to what is wrong, and painful scruples. 
If wrong, execute them not, but repent. What a happiness 
is it to fall into the hands of a wise er*emy ! Such have room 
for mercy, justice, moderation, and pardon. 

XIX. NABAL’s DEATH. 

Chap. xxv. 38. And it came topass y about ten days after , 
that the Lord smote Nabaf, that he died . 

D AVID, after generously sparing the life of Saul, judged 
it prudent, from knowledge oi the enemy’s pride and 
fickleness, to abide for a 'while in the wilderness, and that 

with his small chosen band. At an annual miser feast made 

by 
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by Nabal, he partook of it largely himself, till he became stu¬ 
pid and drunken. Till the morning light Abigail did not in¬ 
form him how David had spared his life," and those of his 
house. A tale of wo, which from the expence thereof, he 
could not bear. His heart died within him, and became as a 
stone. 

His disease in a very short time became mortal, and ought 
through all ages to be a warning against covetousness*. A 
niggard’s feast is no charity, but has more of waste in it than 
alms. Before or after death riches may be said to make 
wings and liy away l) . How bitter even in remembrance to 
some. Ah, whose shall these things be c ? We have no other 
way to justify David’s marriage with Abigail, but that of tem¬ 
porary permission, to prevent worse, in those infant days of 
the human mind. 


XX. DAVID AND SAUL AT HACHILAIi. 

Chap. xxvi. 12. So David took the spear and the cruse of 
water from Saul’s bolster ; and they gat them away, and n6 man 
saw it) nor knew it , neither awaked ; for they were all asleep : 
because a deep sleep from the I. ORB was fallen upon them . 

E VEN singular generous usage did not long abate tyran¬ 
nical rage. This was prudently foreseen and prepar¬ 
ed for ! At this time Samuel died, or some little while be¬ 
fore. Want of necessaries was yet a sore trial in the wilder¬ 
ness. David therefore hazarded himself with certain of the 
Philistines, rather than approach towards Saul, verse 2, &c. 
Perhaps he might have had an invitation from the king of 
Gath, verse 5, 6. That very day, at an interview, he got Zik- 
lag, originally pertaining to Judah, where he dwelt a full year, 
and four months. Hence he made several excursions against 
the enemies of Achish, and all with success. There was also 
policy in being severe against idolaters. He is urged by thQ 
king to abide with him, as a chief servant for life. 

a PsuKxxxvii, 7, 16. Heb. xiii. 16. A< 5 bxx. 35. b J'saJ. xlix. II, &c. 

c I\>al. xxs vii. ao, &c. 

S 9 \ Yet 
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Yet before this the Ziphites came unto Saul, who had been 
old enemies to David. Updn information, he is sought 
for in the wilderness of Ziph, where again he was singularly 
protected. David, with two chosen attendants, one Abishai 
for certain, went down in the night, when Saul was found 
sleeping within his trench or carriage. At some little distance 
were his guards, headed by Abner, and asleep likewise. A- 
bishai would have put the implacable foe to death by his own 
spear; but thts David’s devout regards would not permit; 
making use 6f an argument peculiar to the times, and which 
has been often abused, in support of tyranny. A clear broken 
oath, under limited monarchy, may and ought to be restricted 
to law measures. If obstinately wrong, they forfeit all sub¬ 
mission. 

David’s case was different, and his conduct therefore pious, 
brave, and noble. Destroy him not, and so on. Take the 
spear, &c. Grand to astonishment! So did they both get 
away, and honour the Most High God as became them, 
verse 13. Then David went, &c. Abner is justly ridiculed. 
See now where the king’s spear is. All must be pleased with 
what did pass between the hero and his yet lawful prince. 
"Why thus pursue ? And what have I done, occ. ? Cease, O 
cease to hunt me. Shed not innocent blood. Saul is thus 
brought under new and strong conviction. I have sinned, 
&c. Behold, I have played the fool; with a great deal more 
penitent language. And thus did Saul return. 

Hence see how ingenuous and powerful self condemnation 
may be, without amending. Neither the sins of Saul nor 
the troubles of David are yet ended. Be not hign minded, 
but fear. Look to the Father or lights for steadfastness. 


XXL THE WITCH OF ENDOfL 

Chap, xxviii. 7. Then said Saul unto his servants, Serb me 
a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that l may go to bar, and 
i no uire cf her. h:s servants said to him , behold , there is a 

woman that hath a familiar spirit at Lndor. 


A S counterfeit coins are an evidence to the currency of 
what is real; so are pretended communications with 

1 the 



I. SAMUEL. 


3*5 


the invisible world, to such us have certainly obtained. 1 he 
law therefore wisely ordained 4 all due care. It is the sole 
prerogative of the Most High to foresee, and enable his mes¬ 
sengers to do so b . 

Saul, deranged with passion, seeks after what was unlawful 
to be consulted with, and is destroyed by it. His best coun¬ 
sellors, Samuel and David, being removed from him, he has 
recourse to new and hideous presumption ; seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar spirit, &c. Such are most liable to de¬ 
ception ; and when thus wrought upon themselves, to deceive 
others, for filthy lucre; laden with sins, only fit to be 
sought for by the most ignorant vulgar souls. The mad ty¬ 
rant is therefore justly punished with death, and the woman 
has leave given to be made use of as an instrument. 

Court flatterers are seldom wanting *, and there is a rage 
for witch-craft at times, almost every where. We may look 
back to days past in our own country, with horror ; when 
women of excellent character, and all without evidence, were 
put to death. Only shocking torture made them confess what 
they knew nothing of. Such wicked people had Saul to 
serve him, with all their art. The shrewd imposing woman 
would not be idle neither. 

Master and man came to her by night, saying, I pray thee, 
divine unto me, &c. Here she is next to half directed ; be¬ 
sides what, prior to this, she might have found out from peo¬ 
ple belonging to Saul. Yet is she cautious and slow, to com¬ 
plete her artifice. She afFecte terror, and would seem to be 
relieved from it. Saul sware to her that she should not suf¬ 
fer. 

Then said the arch impostor, whom shall I bring up unto 
thee ? He said, Samuel. Amazing credulity ! The man of 
Gon from celestial rest, and his body in corruption ; or if 
mummied, unable to speak. Delirious quite ! The woman 
next afreets to see Samuel, and to be affrighted ; probably in 
a lit, and screaming. Next, she pretends for the first time, 
to know who Saul was; and being asked what she had s^en, 

b Cliap. xx. 27. £)eut. xviii. 10, n. 

S s 2 returns. 


a Lev. xix J i. 
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returns, gods, kings, princes, judges, magistrates. Deep skill¬ 
ed in deception. All ascending out of the earth. Silly to 
the extreme, Saul inquires as to Samuel’s form, whereof she 
could not be ignorant, and describes at large. The aged child 
venerates what he saw not himself. Skilled, it may be, like 
many, in speaking as from different parts of the body, or pla¬ 
ces of a room, without perceivable lip motion ; she carries on 
her stratagem so much the better : Saying, why hast thou 
disquieted me ? Saul, not what he was, carries on a colloquy 
with the dead prophet ; partly true, and partly impious. 

Little art was now requisite. If the Lord indeed be de¬ 
parted from thee, the kingdom, as foretold, must be rent 
away too ; yet will the Lord deliver Israel into the hand of 
the Philistines *, whereat he faints, is persuaded to eat a little, 
and goes off. 

How like false, as was this woman, are all other fortune¬ 
tellers ? How weak and wicked both, they who consult them ? 
Only fit for regions of ignorance, and yet next to universal, 
and a great obstruction to pious missionaries. A kind of 
vague proof at the same time of a future state believed. How 
happy they, whose faith is more clear and pure ! Once with 
the Lord, his saints can only return with him a . 


XXII. AMALEKITES. 

Chap. XXX. 8. And David inquired at the LORD , saying, 
Shall I pursue after this troop ? Shall 1 overtake them ? And he 
answered him , pursue ; for thou shalt surely overtake them y and 
without fad recover all. 

D AVID, by a singular providence, gets an opportunity for 
testifying his gratitude to Achish, by fighting against 
causeless Israelitish invaders b . The king doth calmly deiend 
himself, upon the obligations they owed to David, but is not 
dutifully heard, from pride and envy together. 

t Clnp. xxix. 3. 

Achish 


a 1 Thes. iv. 13, &c. Tit. ii. 11, &c. 
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Achish apologizes in the best manner he could to David. 
The chiefs were highly blameable. David mildly expostu¬ 
lates, and did then depart. Thus was his honour saved, and 
the effusion of brother Israel blood by him prevented. A 
better opportunity next offers to display his excellence. Am- 
alek, an ancient foe to Israel, came and smote Ziklag. Sad 
group of sufferings, and heroically aided under the Almighty 
patron of David, whom he did then consult, by means of Abi- 
athar, not just regular, but as much so as possible. The Lord 
answers him favourably, Pursue, overtake, and recover all j 
which they did with much ease to themselves. 

The spoils he did equally share, and with much prudence 
left a guard to the camp. The covetous cannot be long in 
friendship, or even long courteous. Give them evei* so much 
they still want more ; and hence, they are led to threaten, 
murmur, break. Such is the precarious state of this world, 
when to appearance least in danger, it is often just at hand. 
Say then, if the Lord will. Amalek was distant, and had no 
provocation given to him. Watch and keep a loose hold of 
this world, matters of no small difficulty. 

Be much with heaven. Sometimes answers are immediate 
and clear j always certain to the good l . Base, sordid means 
are detestable. Overcome evil with good. 


XXIII. THE DEATH OF SAUL. 


Chap. xxxi. 6. So Saul died , and his three sons f . and his 
arm r jn -biarei m > and all his men , that same day together . 


M 


ANY dangers did Saul adventure upon in pursuit of 
David, to kill him, but now i9 the cup of his iniquity 
filled up ! Leaving his people in a great measure undefended 
from the Philistines, and hereby risking his kingdom \ The 
enemy sought for Israel, in the valley of Jezrect, and the at¬ 
tack being sudden, and with a great superiority of numbers, 
did next to assure them of success. In faft, Israel soon fled 
on every quarter. Saul was their grand object of pursuit, to 
prevent a rally if attempted. • 


a Psalms xxxvii, Ixxxiv. II. 


b Vi rsc 1, &c. 
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In this they did succeed to their wish, for all the king’s sons 
fell in battle : it is probable, defending their father, verse 3. 
Himself was dangerously wounded, and that he might not be 
taken alive, for a sport to idolaters, or to be ignominiously tor¬ 
tured, he chose rather to finish his life, without divine permis¬ 
sion, falling upon his sword. Hideous dictate of self-will. 
No devout adts could he then perform. Even space for re¬ 
pentance he allows not, and is regardless of what God might 
have to do with him, whose right alone his life was. How 
unmeet for future blessedness ! Unnatural violence ! 

David’s access to the throne is hereby facilitate J. The prince 
of all devout poets had been now well trained in the school 
of afilidfion. Wonderful providences. Let none who would 
be good seek anxiously after sudden elevations. Pride with 
arbitrary power is intolerable. 

Consolations from trust, prayer and praise put into good 
poetical dress, are ravishing. Inspiration itself employs often 
the best naturally qualified. A good beginning is not always 
a security to like future condudf. Saul in time lived and died 
a savage. It is for a firm hand to carry a full cup. Prize the 
land of freedom and laws. What are all eastern luxuries to 
this ? Behold in Saul a tyrant, and hate the character while 
we weep over the man. 


II. SAMUEL. 


XXIV. SAUL AND JONATHAN LAMENTED. 

Chap. i. 12. And they mourned and 1vept y and fasted uti - 
til even for Sail I y and for Jonathan his son y and for the people of 
the L.QRD , andfor the house of Israel ; because they were jalien by 
the sword. 

D AVID having certain accounts of his persecutor’s death, 
is much afiedted by it, as were his companions, from 

witnessing 
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witnessing his grief. They rent their clothes and mourned. 
Generous truly, all things considered! Much was this height¬ 
ened indeed, by what had happened to Jonathan his friend. 

A song of lamentation he composed for both, to be taught 
the children of Judah, and along with that, the use of the 
bow \ Original eastern elegances lose by the very best tran¬ 
slation. The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places t>. 
Abrupt questions of this sort leave much to be imagined, and 
are full of grace. The beauty, or flower, must assist all who can 
think, applied in particular to useful Jonathan. It hides out 
of sight the father’s rudeness. Both slain, and in one fatal 
hour ! Both conspicuous in battle. Ah, how unseasonably 
fallen ! The one chief in rule, the other in excellence. 

Tell it not in Gath c . Each were neighbouring cities. 
Grief will often desire impossibilities, or what is next to them. 
O be not lordly proud, ye enemies of Israel. Ye musical fe¬ 
males forbear triumph ! A foe rejoicing at hurt irretrievable 
afleefts deeply. What a contrast to the song of Moses. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, verse 21, watered with princely 
blood, let no dew hereafter fall upon you, &c. A mere wish 
of agony. Yield no produce whatever, for either divine or 
human purposes. Be ye as places accursed. Perhaps too 
bold, save in poetical rhapsodism. For there the shield of the 
mightv is vilely cast away, &c. Ah that the armour of such, 
should for ever be set aside. How disgraceful in the eye of 
our foe ? Blended in one common mass ! Hideous to think 
of! 

From the blood of the slain, the bow of Jonathan turned not, 
however gigantic his oppossers. And the sword ot his father 
turned not empty from mortal executions. 

Saul and Jonathan, verse 23, were lovely, Sec. in their 
peaceful, leisure hours, and in their death they were not divid¬ 
ed. Thus kind to the last, but dreadful to survivors. Friend¬ 
ship for the son overlooks the father’s mischiefs. A natural 
noble exercise of the generous mind ! Pleasant in their lives, 
united in death. When Caesar saw the head of Pompey, his 
patriotic foe, he wept, but did not praise him. As to Saul 
and Jonathan, they were swifter than eagles to discern, and 

a x Sam. xxxi 3. b Verse io, &c. c Veist ao,&c. 

take 
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take their advantage \ stronger than Uons, to make the best 
of all. Warrior properties, and not to be exceeded. 

Ye daughters of Israel, verse 24, weep over Saul, &c. 
whose spoils so often did enrich you. Each part of the song 
has its special motive. Say to one another, verse 25, How are 
the mighty fallen, &c. 'O Jonathan, honour to humanity, 
thou, like the father, and the father like thee, wast slain in 
thy high places! I am distressed for thee, my brother Jo¬ 
nathan, verse 26. My burden of grief doth next to over¬ 
whelm me. Very pleasant, no less than beneficial hast thou 
been unto me ; thy love to me was as the love of women, ar¬ 
dent, mutual, pure. What tenderness of friendship is here. 

How are the mighty fallen, &c. may have been an interlo¬ 
cutory verse, and the weapons of war, to be repeated in sing¬ 
ing, after different stanzas. As though they would say, ah, 
and wo is us, for all military glory is now gone from Israel. 

Value friendship, and study from David and Jonathan the 
chief qualities of it. No reserve, no distrust. Only hide what 
more affliction would be apt to burst. Why are we one, if it 
be not to relieve ? Ardour is better expressed by mutual or¬ 
naments of a meek and quiet spirit than any thing else, when 
blessed with cheerfulness. A feast indeed ! 


XXV. DAVID ANOINTED AT HEBRON. 

Chap. ii. 4. And the men of Judah came , and there they 
anointed David king over the house of Judah . And they told 
Davidy sayitigy That the men of Jabesh-gilend were they that buried 
Saul. 

D avid, while Saul lived, would not exercise any regal 
office, nor till he was called to these in solemn public 
manner, beseeching the Lord at the same time, probably by 
Abiathar d . Hebron was the place appointed to him, a Levite 
city c . Devotion now, as all along, doth mark Ins character. 
Abner, a captain-general of the late Saul, notwithstanding 

e Joshua xxi. 1 1 , 12. 


d 1 Sam. xivi. 9. 


would 
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would have Ish-bosheth, the only remaining son of the above 
monarch, to be made king; all, it is probable, with a view to 
become an usurper of the empire. Hence arose a violent dis¬ 
pute between him and Joab, who sided with David. They 
met as friends at the Pool of Gibeon, where a proposal was 
made, that their young men, brought along with them, should 
play, wrestle, or otherwise sport. They did so, and as previous¬ 
ly instructed by Abner, thrust each of Judah’s tribe through 
with the sword. Detestably treacherous ! and which, in kind, 
was soon after punished. Meanwhile, David praises the at¬ 
tention which had been shewed to the burial of Saul, verse 5, 
and prays for the people who had been principal a£tors there¬ 
in ; promising withal a requital from himself for such loyalty : 
another delightful evidence of noble temper, and wise intro¬ 
duction to regal exercise. His people’s interests too were 
deeply concerned a . He expeCfs a like proper submission to 
authority in all time coming, and zeal to combat their foes. 

Abner and his men, after much bloodshed, are defeated by 
the servants of David. Certain of his nearest relatives did 
survive to become famous afterwards. Here, however, the 
swift-footed Ahasel was smitten by the hand of Abner, and 
much lamented ; leaving a good lesson to all who are young. 
The traitor thus escapes for a time. Abner perseveres in re¬ 
bellion, having an addition to the remains of his army, from 
the tribe of Benjamin, and encamping upon a place of natural 
strength, Joab took an opposite high stand, and at no great 
distance, to support the cause of David. Being within cry, 
Abner proposes a pacification. Messengers too might be 
employed with flags of truce. Of all wars, civil or intestine 
ones are the most dreadful. Conquest itself is matter of hor¬ 
ror. Each side sprung of the same ancestors, and of the same 
religion. Thus far brethren. So after a mild return from Joab, 
verse 27, the trumpet of peace is sounded. 

Advise well before aiming at a change. Be first, if possible, 
in peace-making. Abner never shone so much as now 
David’s party reaching Hebron, he is there anointed. 

a 1 Saiy. xmci. i % U Iltb, xii. 14. Matdi. v. 9. 
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XXVI. DAVID AND ABNER. 

( 

Chap. iii. 9. So do God to Abner, and more also, except, as 
the LORD hath sworn to David , even so do I to him . 

T HERE can be no confidence in those who are destitute 
of religious principle, as was the case of Abner. 
Making use of Saul’s youngest son, Ish-bosheth, he rent the 
kingdom for a while. Ambition was at bottom, to be great, 
at least under a weak nominal prince. Am I to be treated as 
thy game keeper, &c. Know thou, hereafter, that David is 
thy righteous king. Henceforth I desert thy interests and 
fortunes to follow his. So precarious is it to depend upon 
mere caprice. No engagements whatever can bind them. 
He might have sworn before this to Ish-bosheth, and requir¬ 
ed the like from many others. Make no friendship with such. 
The more clear that crimes are made to some, the more they 
are imitated. He had been unfaithful before, and now he is 
furious. Hence too, Ahab hated the upright prophet Mi- 
caiah. 

Revenge, from mere alteration of outward circumstances, is 
desperate. Abner determines now insidiously to dethrone. 
Wicked devices,however deep laid, the Almighty doth often 
overrule to accomplish graqious ends. Abner is made instru¬ 
mental to confirm the just claims of David. Let God be 
sought and every needful good will follow. 

And Abner sent messengers to David, verse 12, to obtain 
a covenant of peace, and engaging ever after to be faithful. 
Yet was there little or no sense of duty at bottom, lhe king 
accepts and not unpolitically. Principles and motives of con¬ 
duct must be left to an infallible Judge. In the case of Abner 
one provision only is made, to restore Michal, David s earliest 
wife, sending at the same time a polite message to Ish-bosheth. 
These were sad times to pure domestic enjoyment. 

Abner begins in earnest to aft for David, verse 1 7* Judah 

and Israel are brought together, and a solemn public festival 
made, wherein Abner and some of lus companions had special 

honour done them : herewith Joab is much incensed, and did 

meditate 
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meditate revenge of Ahasel’s death. How little then were 
morals considered ! Pursuing Abner with an host, he over¬ 
took him with a few, and put their leader to death. Let this 
blood of Abner, said David, rest on the head of Joab, with an 
imprecation, not now to be imitated. Ours are days of light 
in comparison. David feels and ordains a general mourning. 
Fortitude and tenderness are often closs conjoined. He 
would not eat for a while, thinking how meanly Abner died. 


XXVII. DAVID, BAANAH, AND RECHAB. 

Chap. iv. II. How much more , when wicked men have slain 
a righteous person in his own house upon his bed ? Shall I not 
therefore now require his blood of your handy and take you away 
from the earth ? 

S AMUEL, by appointment of God, had anointed David. 

To this, after Saul's death and his two sons in one 
battle, the tribe of Judah next to unanimously did consent. 
He assumes the reins of government at Hebron. Abner’s op¬ 
position was unsuccessful, and is forgiven, for the sake of ge¬ 
neral peace. Yet is he slain by Joab, and that treacherously. 
Wretched times! Like examples of murder were too com¬ 
mon. 

Two subjects and likely sworn ones, again conspire. Bna- 
mh and Rechab, both captains to Ish-bosheth, came in the 
heat of day, when he did [rest himself agreeable to custom *, 
and they came thither in the appearance of protecting guards, 
and smote him to death ; then beheaded him, and got off to 
Hebron, where David was, and whom they did compliment, 
with the prince’s head. Execrable to virtue ! As the Lord 
liveth, said the noble David, ye shall die. To slay a righteous 
person in his own house, and upon his own bed, how hide¬ 
ous i The very summit of social guilt ! Parracidous murder ! 

Shall I not now require his blood, Sec. Heroic as a judge ! 
And forthwith they are slain by the young men, under so- 

T t 2 vereign 
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vereign order, and hung up for an example in some public 
place : God’s just revenge against murder. Thou shalt not 
Suffer such an one to live. Blood for blood, wilfully shed. 
Ish-bosheth was their king, till set aside by law. The parra- 
cide was unprovoked. Yea, he was righteous. A man’s do¬ 
micile should be to him as sacred j when at rest too, and un¬ 
suspecting. The defenceless, like children, are a special 
trust. Let true nature shudder here for some. Assassina¬ 
tion is barbarous in the extreme. 

XXVIII. DAVID ANOINTED IN HEBRON. 

Chap. v. 3. So all the elders of Israel came to the king to 
Hebron ; and king David made a league ‘with them in Hebron be¬ 
fore the LORD : And they anointed David king over Israel . 

T HERE now remained none of Saul’s family, save Mephi- 
bosheth the son of Jonathan, who could pretend the 
smallest right to succeed ; whence David’s access to the throne 
became easy and joyous to all Israel. They even, while he 
was at Hebron, solicited him to accept. All their arguments 
were worthy of a free people, and of a prior choice made by 
infinite love. Each tribe, represented by certain of their 
chiefs, enters into solemn league with him before the Lord ; 
and here again he is anointed. 

It is agreeable, when both king and people are of like de¬ 
scent, though not absolutely needful. It binds like a tie of 
natural love to common good. How strong must religious 
and moral considerations be, when added to this ! And hew 
iniquitous to oppose such ? Valour, with success in war, are 
highly conciliating; yet too hazardous an exposure for a 
king in common, or heir of a kingdom. 

David in the field was admirable ! How modest, and yet 
how brave ! How forgiving, verse 2. 

Much confidence may and ought to be placed in such, as 

leaders. Mild, attentive, pastoral care, is a beautiful idea I 

and 
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and appositely made use of a . A favourite ancient style was 
shepherds of the people b . Both heart and hand were in his 
office, verse 77 \ for a long reign, and after his thirtieth 
year. 

His first grand aft was that of expelling the Jebusites 
from Mount Zion, then a fort of great value, and to be the 
site of celebrated Jerusalem. Their boast was proud and 
provoking. David succeeds, and had right to call the city by 
his own name, rendering it yet more strong, verse 10. He 
is complimented upon that occasion by Hiram, king of Tyre 
most famous for its trade. His present was grand and season¬ 
able. He saw too, and owned God as principal in that acqui- 
sition. 

I hough permitted to the Jews, yet was their polygamy un- 
vmdicable, and a source of manifold disorders. Inquiring, as 
h:s custom was, of the Lord, if he should encounter a nume¬ 
rous host of Philistines in the valley of Rephidim, not far from 
Jerusalem, he is allowed, and succeeds, so as to give a new 
name to the valley, that of breaches, like what is made by wa¬ 
ters let out. At another time, and by a wider compass, he is 
amazingly prosperous, so as to have leisure given him for fa¬ 
vourite devout work. 


XXIX. THE ARK REMOVED. 

Chap, vi, 5. And David y and ail the house of Israel , play- 
;‘d bejore the Lord on all manner of instruments made of fir-wood) 
even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, 
and on cymbals. 

r T^HE tabernacle was set apart for Jewish public worship 
A- first > and next the temple at Jerusalem ; both term¬ 
ed sanftuary in scripture. The former was moveable from 
place to place, and in it was the ark of the covenant, giving 
name sometimes to the whole, verse 2. For the present, it 

a r Sam. xvi. ij. b Psal. Isxviii. 70. 


was 
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♦ was at Baalah in Judah, the same as Kirjath-jeariin *. From 
thence, the symbolical presence of the Lord was now to be 
brought, for ready consultations. All but a shadow of good 
things to come. Exodus from Chap. xxv. to xxx. and from 
xxxvi. to xl. After passing Jordan into the land of Canaan, 
on the shoulders of priests, the people went safe after them, 
and other miracles were wrought. 

Then was it lixed at Shiloh, whither the Jews went three 
times every year. Hence it was taken by the Philistines", 
among whom the Almighty pled his own cause by judge¬ 
ments, till the ark was restored, with valuable presents. Af¬ 
ter this, the men of Bethsliemish were slain, tor presuming to 
look into it. At their own request, it was carried to Kirjath- 
jearim,belonging to the same tribe of Judah, and continued for 
a long time. David having now got full possession of Jerusa¬ 
lem, it was at length to be brought thither, by the care of one 
of Aminadab’s sons. 

For a while, it was left in the house of Obed-edom, the 
Gittite, whence it was to be now carried with great solemnity, 
being then in a state of peace. This however was not done 
quite agreeable to the law b . Otherwise the procession was 
grand. When, therefore, they came to Nachon’s threshing- 
floor, whether the name of a man or place is not certain, the 
oxen made a sudden stop, which threatened an overthrow, 
and was taken hold of by Uzzah, one of Aminadab’s sons, 
who thereupon instantly died, on account of his error. See 
the marginal translation. Upon this David formed rather too 
hasty a judgement, denoting the place by a name that signifies 
breach, Perez-uzzah ; and is afraid to go on, lodging the ark 
at Obed-edom’s house. 

There it continued for the space of three months. Being a 
Levite, and having no fixed inheritance, he could thus re¬ 
gard his sacred trust so much the better. With that ail his 
affairs did remarkably prosper. This gave courage again to 
David, for carrying the ark to his own city. In heart and 
soul he was devout, and did sacrifice to God with thanksgiv- 

b Nani. vii. 9. 


a J-*i. xv. 9. 
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ing. With joy he even danced before this symbol of the 
Divine presence, clothed with a simple linen ephod, in place of 
royal robes. Affections from music, lead more or less to this. 
H is wife Michal, an incompetent judge, is offended, verse 16. 
Her proud words, notwithstanding, are mildly answered a . 
A soul rationally and habitually pious is in the centre of hap¬ 
piness. The ark is now set in its proper place, verse 17, 
with burnt, and peace, or festival offerings. His wife’s sar¬ 
castic words, he is far from returning in kind, but is humble to 
an astonishment: 1 will be yet more vile, &c. 

XXX. DAVID’S HUMILITY. 

Chap. vii. 1 3 . Then went king David in y and sat before 
the Lord % and he saidy Who am /, 0 Lord God P And what 
is my house y that thou hast brought me hitherto P 

I T was natural to a pious soul to reflect as David did, verse 2. 

I dwell in an house of cedar, &c. He would, if allow¬ 
ed of God, forthwith ere£t a magnificent edifice for the ark. 
The prophet Nathan, who thought well of the design at first, 
receives that same night a prohibition from the Lord : Say 
to him who purposes so well, &c. Moreover, I will appoint 
a place for my people Israel, &c. Whilst they obey, their 
enemies shall not have power to them, and least of all to 
conquer. Those who proceed out of thee shall build for my 
name. A reign is spoken of likewise, which may take in that 
of the Messiah i>. 

The king’s words, upon this occasion, express an affeCting 
and instructive humility : Who am I, O Lord God, &c. Pro¬ 
found and beautiful amazement c ! And, ns if this was a small 
thing, verse 19. Thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house 
for a long while to come. And is this the manner of man 
with man, O Lord, &c. The times and seasons future are 
all with thee. 

a xxvii. 4.-Ixiii. i, flee. b Heb. i. 5. Psal. lxxxix,. throughout. 

Luke i. jj w ith ve» sc 17 of our Chapter. cLukei. ji, &c. 

And 
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And O what can David say more ? Thou, O Lotid God 
knowest, &c. Grounds for pure and lasting devotion. Thou 
art great in thyself, O Lord God, and thy condescensions are 
no less so. There is none like thee. Thus have we heard 
with our ears, and thus have our fathers instructed us. 

And what nation of the earth, these things considered, is 
like thy people Israel, &c. ? Thou, Lord, art their chosen co¬ 
venanted God. They to obey, and thou to prosper. All 
emphatic, instructive! 

Apply these, and what follows, to David's great superior* 
the Christ a . 


XXXI. DAVID AND MEPHIBOSHETH. 

Chap. ix. I. And David said , Is there yet any that is left 
of the house of Saul , that I may shew him hindness for Jonathan's 
sake P 

G ENEROSITY marks the character of David, as well as 
a sublime devout spirit. Jonathan, the best son of 
Saul, had been his intimate. Being now established in the 
kingdom of Judah and Israel, he thinks of being active at 
home 5 inquiring among his first good things, if any of Saul’s 
house or family were yet alive, that he might shew kindness 
to them for Jonathan’s sake. He is informed by Ziba, oi Me- 
phibosheth, at some distance, and lame from a fall in early 
life. A relation so nigh to Jonathan warms his heart, and is 
carried to him *>. 

David having full information from Ziba, as to Mephibo- 
sheth, is full of desire to see him, who came and did him reve¬ 
rence, as a subject, and agreeable to the manner of the east. 
The king hardly finds utterance to do more than name him. 
Can thou indeed be die son of my friend ? His modest re¬ 
turn is, behold thy servant. Sweet sensibilities of superior 
rank. 

Fear not, I am thine as a friend, for thy father’s sake. 

a Pfiil. ii. 7, &c.—»lxxli. 16, &c. Mai. iv. Maith. vi. 9, &c. Hcb. xiii S. 
Verse 19 of our Chapter. b Chap. xvii. 27. 
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With much more to the like good purpose. Thine own pro¬ 
perly thou shalt have, and my bread, or meals, thou shalt eat, as 
long as I live. Admirable view of grateful remembrances ! 
Liberal and tender heart ! Mephibosheth was the gTand-9on 
of a cruel causeless enemy, but in him David sees nothing of 
that sort. How God-like ? Revenge ever argues a low con¬ 
temptible mind. To rule the spirit is prime heroism. 

Perhaps Jonathan’s lineaments shone out endearingly from 
the face of his son. If not, how remarkably are Shimei’s 
words confuted 1 . Be thou as a child of my own. Princely 
munificence h ! No stoic verily, but all in the true nature of 
compassion. Jesus wept. An idea full of comfort still. 

Mephibosheth’s return is humble and captivating : What is 
thy servant, &c. Dead dog may have been proverbial to de¬ 
note unworthiness. Ziba, the servant of Saul, is next called 
upon, and recompenced. Thou therefore, and thy sons, &c. 
The more remarkable that he had a vast family. May the 
faithful and attentive be ever thus rewarded. Mark his polite¬ 
ness, verse 11. 


XXXII. DAVID AND HANUN. 

Chap. x. 2. Then said David f I will shew kindness unto 
Hamm the Son of Nabasb, as bis father shewed kindness unto ?ne. 
And David sent to comfort him by the band of bis servants for bis 
father . And David’s servants came into the land of the children 
of Ammon . 

have evil returned for good is a sore trial to the best 
A of minds ; and such had David now to combat. Up¬ 
on the death of his neighbour prince at Ammon, he sent mes¬ 
sengers to comfort Hanun, his son, whose people judging of 
Israel from themselves, did suspeCt them of treachery, and 
gave them abuse. The young king does not hinder this. 

David,suspecting nothing so barbarously ungrateful, felt the 
shame done to his servants, as more direCtly pointed at him¬ 
self j and did meditate revenge, but not of the sudden. The 

a Cllilp, XVl. 6 . b Paul. XXXV, 11, &c, 
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aggressors prepare for war, and to ruin Israel by a vi¬ 
gorous effort. A fit opportunity to make manifest former 
prowess, and to extend the empire. Accordingly he sent 
Joab, with mighty men to oppose the invaders,and gave suitable 
instructions * himself taking the lead of ofte corps, and all after 
prayer. 

The speech, though'short, was weighty, and comprehensible 
by a multitude. They had upon their side, national honour, 
self-defence, freedom and laws. The ungrateful, besides, are 
ever the most cruel; hating so much the more that they cause¬ 
lessly affliCt. 

True warrior qualifications are, courage, patriotism, piety, 
and a good cause. Order and presence of mind are essential, 
which dwell not with the fierce. One rash a£t may undo e- 
very thing. Wisdom is better than strength a . People close¬ 
ly united by place, intimacy and religion become powerful b . 
How animating ? How forcible ? 

David’s two generals drew near to the enemy, thus support¬ 
ed, nothing could stand before them. Hirelings fled with 
their chief instigators, and the heroes return. David completes 
the rout. A good lesson to nations in all time coming, to be 
just and devout. 


XXXIII. DAVID’S BASE CRIMES. 

Chap. xi. 6. And David sent to Joab , saying, Send me Uriah 
the Hit Site. And Joab sent Uriah to David. 

O NE would be almost tempted to wish, if lawful, that cer¬ 
tain bad examples had not been recorded \ but truth 
doth honour to sacred history. God would have the delibe¬ 
rate crimes of those who have been good, upon the whole, writ¬ 
ten for a warning to all future ag'es, together with the deep 
and solemn repentance which did follow. 

In spring season, and when war was not to be carried on, 
David sent forth Joab, with a large host of Israel, to destroy 
the Ammonites who had causelessly and cruelly injured his 


a I Cor. xvi. 13. 


b Piul exxii. 5, &c. 
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people. In particular, to besiege their capital, Rabbah. Be¬ 
ing at ease himself, and hearing of their success, he met with 
a temptation, and was not religiously prepared against it. 
Taking cool air upon the battlement of his palace, or from one 
of his chamber casements open, he saw the wife of Uriah bath¬ 
ing, and conceived for one so beautiful as she appeared a strong 
criminal desire. As one vice usually brings another, this, if 
yielded to, must injure at once the honour and property of a 
brave military officer. Other specious but most unjustifiable 
means he made use of. They bear not well a public rehearsal. 
Uriah’smotivesallalong were equally devout and brave; his peo¬ 
ple exposed,asuperior’s command, and above all,the ark of God 
in the field. As thou livest, and my soul liveth, I will not go 
home. It is hard to say, how far people once begun to sin, 
will go on without a stop. Certain crimes in particular do 
war against the soul k . David called Uriah into his presence 
after a most familiar manner, and did even intoxicate him; 
but not so as to answer his purpose. 

The last dreadful stage of the king’s iniquity admits of 
no comment. In cool of the morning Joab, captain-general, 
lias a written order sent him, to place his brave officer where 
he would be next to certainly slain among the first. Clear 
meditated murder under manifold aggravations. 

All is permitted to render the best watchful and abhorrent 
of sin when first conceived. David proceeds to dissemble, and 
then marries her whom he had debauched. Vile stretches of 
power. Let not this displease thee, for the sword devoureth 
one, as well as another : She too, in transgression with David, 
must play the hypocrite, and mourn. Ah, detestable sensual¬ 
ism ! So after seven long days formality David sent and 
brought her home to become liis wife. An affair, in all its 
parts, highly displeasing to the Lord. 

Looking back upon what has been gone through, we mark, 
as has been said, tlie common progress of vice from heart 
to practice, and from practice to death l . Happy they who 
i egulate their bodily senses as they ought. To flee from cor¬ 
rupting scenes argues true fortitude. Hate yain thoughts, and 

1 PaaJ. i. i,a. ' Jam. i. 14,15. 
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turn to what is good. Love and ponder well the divine law, 
where are great and noble varieties. Examples of the best 
are not standard rules •, that of Christ excepted. Bring re¬ 
pentances to mind, how bitter and lasting, like Psalms xxxii. 
xxxviii. li., and then let candour speak. Rich grace alone, 
even then could save him. 


XXXIV. NATHAN’S PARABLE. 

Chap. xii. I. And the LORD sent Nathan unto David; 
and he came unto him y and said unto him , There were two men in 
one city ; the one rich y and the other poor. 

I T is a delicate matter to rebuke transgressors in high life ; 

yet are their bad examples peculiarly hazardous. Bring 
to remembrance here Ahab, Herod, Herodias, and others. 
Nathan is taught how to speak for David’s conviction, and is 
a wonderful pattern of mildness with its efficacy : justly ad¬ 
mired through all ages. Each part of his parable however 
does not require a particular application being simply orna¬ 
mental. In whole, it does better to be read than commented 
upon. 

The attack is oblique, and therefore masterly. He who had 
transgressed is obliged to condemn himself d . The rich and 
the poor, in our subject, dertote David and his faithful officer 
Uriah. The servant, in virtue at the time by much the king’s 
superior. His fidelity in marriage seems to be pointed at, in 
opposition to illegal multiplication. The ewe lamb was unto 
him as a daughter. Tenderly sweet! Straggling afFcftion 
is brutal, boundless! Force is their ultimate law. Davids 
anger is instantly roused by such an idea. As the Lord lh- 
Sth, the man that hath done this thing shall die. At once 
thief and murderer. 

Upon the whole, a noble equitable disposition ! The oath 
might have been spared, and the punishment less severe *, yet 
was his warmth honest c . Thou art the man ! Few and forci¬ 
ble words, and applied also in fit time. Impure indulgences 


d Matth, xxi. from verse 34* 


c Exod. xxi1.1. 
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had made him blind for a. time \ at least not quick of appre¬ 
hension as ordinary f . Plainness with decency are observed 
by Nathan. He uses no provoking epithets. Perhaps a mo¬ 
ment’s time was left the monarch to refle£t; horror and asto- 
nisment would admit of a fair hearing of what follows : Thus 
saith the Lord God, &c. Wherefore hast thou despised the 
commandments, &c. ? Thou hast killed Uriah, &c. Each 
of them great aggravations. Now be this known unto thee, 
the sword, and so on. In the blood of thy sons shall be writ¬ 
ten the trespasses of their father, &c. Behold, thus saith the 
Lord, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine owii house, 
&c. Such evils he would permit, is all that is meant by rais¬ 
ing. So doth the judgement run. 

The best now in David’s power he doth return \ I have sin¬ 
ned against the Lord. He attempts not to palliate, and far 
less to excuse. Grief and compun&ion would admit of 
no easy utterance. He is in this space quite inconsolable ! 
Thou shalt not after all die by an immediate stroke of divine 
justice *, but the child that is thus born unto thee shall do so 
soon and surely. Before this awakening, therefore, months 
must have passed, which is terrible to think of. How all that 
time could he worship God, infinitely just and pure ? A 
mission of grace next to miraculous was needed to restore him. 
Ah, how hardening is carnal vice ! Wo must be to them 
that live carelessly.! It is a kind of death to what is good. A 
David overcome should make every one tremble s, 

XXXV. DAVID’S SUBMISSION. 

Chap. xii. 19. But when David saw that his servants whis¬ 
pered, David perceived that the child was dead: therefore David 
said unto his servants, Is the child dead ? And they said, He is 
dead* 

D AVID is now about to suffer one domestic trial, by way 
of prelude to greater, on account of his late aggravat¬ 
ed crimes. His base born child, and a special favourite, was 

g Prov. xxviii. 14. Matth, v. 3 . Psal.xviii. zi, frc. 

taken 


f Hos. iv. zi. 
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taken mortally ill. Hoping however, that the divine threat 
might be conditional; he besought the Lord with earnestness 
for his recovery, and could not be prevailed upon to eat what 
was understood to be sufficient. Both of them aTreeable to 

i 

true nature, and a relief in part to sore affliction. While there 
is life there is hope. 

Discerning from those who were nighest to his person that 
the child had expired, though none of them had courage to 
tell him; the monarch would have the whole laid open, and 
then, to their surprise, changes his manner of acting. God’s 
will is now clear, and he most devoutly submits, verse 20. 
David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed, &c. 
The house of the Lord is his prime resource. He then had 
food set before him, and did eat. His court and other inti¬ 
mates astonished, said, What new thing is this ? and so on. 
H is wise instructive return was worthy of much attention, 
verse 22. Wherefore should I fast ? Can I bring him back 
again ? &c. I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me. 
Great words, when under the full belief of a future state ! 
Yet was the law in comparison, but a shadow oi better things 
to come. 

It is allowable to weep and fast while sorrowful events are 
in dependence. Jesus consoles the mother in distress. Weep 
not any longer. Adorable lenity ! So doth he take the sor¬ 
rows of Martha and her sister Mary wtll, and even wept at the 
grave of Lazarus. Submission in tears is graceful. It is 
enough that the disciple be as his master. What is naturally 
grievous must be felt. Apathy, is the reverse of virtue. 

Depend upon God to the last. Who can tell whether he 
will be gracious to me ? Hezekiah, afterwards, had a like cer¬ 
tification and did recover. To distinguish always between 
what is conditional and unconditional is not in man. W ait 
the issues with patience and trust. 

Supposing deaths to be premature, as said by some, it is 
wise to ask with David, can I bring him back ? A\ hat claim 
have the very best to miracles ? How much more becoming 
to suffer ? To be dumb at least with silence. More thau 
simply dying, or dust to dust, is the lot of all good people. 

Thev 

* 
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They part to meet, and in better regions. Christ will never 
say unto them, depart from me; but where I am, there shall 
ye he also. Sublime spiritual tempers must rise in the scale of 
existence. Such is the will and gift of God s. 

XXXVI. DETESTABLE AMNON. 

Chap. xiii. 13, And /, whither shall I cause my shame to 
go ? and as for thee y thou shalt be as one of thefools in Israel . Now 
therefore , I pray thee y speak unto the king ; for he will not with¬ 
held mefrom thee . 

T HESE are the words of Tamar, to one quite abandoned, 
and a near relation too. His name is hateful even as 
his crime was. How hideous an abuse of power is it to corrupt 
the young. Those in wealth and rank are oftenest charge¬ 
able, and make too many servile imitators. An insult upon 
manhood. Seek not to render the weak wretched, but be 
their guardians. Do not so, my brother. Fortitude and pure 
afFe&ion constitute bright eminence. 

Sensualism is barbarous ; leads to unnatural familiarities. 
Often to dismal ends, and horrors yet more undescribable. 

What a disgrace to the true Church of God ! As one of the 
fools of Israel. The worst of them all h . A temple of idol-wor¬ 
ship would suit them better'. They that are after the flesh 
do mind only, or chiefly, the things of the flesh. 

To reform is not impossible, but peculiarly difficult. And 
I, whither shall I make my shame to go ? One early guilt 
may in some measure be chargeable with all the rest. Is this 
a matter of ease to think of ? Repent forthwith, and pray 
without ceasing. Even chief sinners have been forgiven k . 


g 1 Thesi.iT. 13, Sec. Het). vi. iz John xvii. 24. h Matth. xviii. 6. 

i (JuL vi. 6, 7. Rev. xxi. 8,27. Matth. v. 8. N k Matth. xi. 28. 

Isa. xlii. 3. 
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XXXVII. ABSALOM BROUGHT UNTO THE 

KING. 


Chap. xiv. 4. And when the woman of Tekoah spake to the 
king she fell on her face to the ground> and did obeisance , and said t 
Helpy 0 king l 


A FTER the death of Amnon, by another unnatural son, 
Absalom, this last fled from the face of his father. 

Joab interposes to reconcile them, and is successful. The 
narrative is curious. 

A wise woman of Tekoah, where it is probable Absalom 
dwelt, is made use of as an instrument. Into her mouth he 
put a parable, feigning herself to be a deep mourner. After a 
most respe&ful obeisance, she said, Help, O king! And he, full 
of compassion, encourages her to speak. She aggravates the 
causes of her misery at large. One of my two only sons slew 
the other, will you save the survivor from the wrath of his 
family nighest connexions. We will destroy him, say they, as 
a nuisance, and as law directs. An affe&ing contrivance ! 

Without taking time to think of a similar case, in his own 
family *, he determines upon an instant reprieve at least, if 
not a pardon. Go, and I will give '"charge concerning 
thee. Yet words so general would not put her off; and her 
art of address becomes still more conspicuous ! Therefore a 
grant for her son’s safety is made in clearer terms. Her im¬ 
portunity in the end succeeds quite. She must have an oath 
emitted. And the king, full of compassion, refuses not even 
so bold a request. As the Lord liveth, there shall not one 
hair of thy son fall to the earth. By no means vindicable. 
And now the artifice is over. 

One word more she insists for, and applies the sentence to 
Absalom’s case. He is thy sole righteous heir, and the hope of 
Israel. Law would indeed destroy him e . But as in the case 
before gone through, pardon may be had: Enough to paren¬ 
tal feelings, if not to stritTb law. David’s son was a favourite, 


e Nun>. xxxv. 1 S, 19. 
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and this both she and Joab well knew. He did murder indeed, 
but it was in revenge of a sister’s honour. Taken together 
with a banishment past, the matter is made up, the delight of 
both king and people is restored. 

Yet patience and more time would have better become a 
supreme ruler of Israel. The conclusion is taken from death, 
verse 14. Like water each, soon sucked up, and never more 
to be seen. Why hasten that which comes anace ? Weak, 
as applied here, but tender. Ought not all deliberate capital 
offenders to suffer ? 

Wishes in a judge are no ground for lenity. God himself 
is no respecter of persons '. In the woman’s art, Joab soon 
comes to be discerned. This top, she handsomely acknow¬ 
ledges. Though restored to the royal city, Absalom is not 
yet restored to the royal presence. After two full years, the 
heir in law becomes impatient, and is even ungrateful to Joab 
his friend. Proud at heart and passionate. Let me see the 
king’s face, or let him kill me ? Fierce as a monster ! And 
fit, after some few civilities, to conceive a horrible design of 
rebellion. 

The proud, from externalbeauty, have muchtoguard against. 
Check the first risings. 

XXXVIII. .ABSALOM’S REBELLION. 

* 

Chap. xv. 31. And one told David > saying, Ahilhophel is 
among the conspirators ivith Absalom . And David said , 0 
Lord , I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

A BSALOM, now reconciled to his father b , meditates 
and sets on foot an infamous rebellion against him. 
Lost to all sense of ingenuity) he, to outward agreeable looks, 
prepares whatever would attraft popular regard, like chariots, 
horses, &c. By fair speeches and courtesies, he wins over 
multitudes, to set the nation in an uproar and to shed blood, 
l ie promises great things, both for public and private ad¬ 
vantage. 

a Rum. xiii. throughout. b Chap. xiv. 33. 

X X Thy 
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Thy matters are right, and so on L -Oh that I were 
judge, and had power equal to my inclination, for usefulness. 
Then he would take them by the hand, and kiss them. A 
stealing measure, and continued day after day. Thus did he 
gain over a large part of the city. After which, under cloak 
of religion, he seeks leave of his father a , to go and pay a vow 
to the Lord, in Hebron. Hideous dissembler ! 

Leave is given him, nay he is encouraged. He went, but 
not in a direct road ; sending spies before him, throughout all 
the tribes of Israel, and giving them signs how he would act. 
Parricide arms were to succeed an affe£ted devotion ! Accursed 
abuse ! What will not the rebellious do ? Bv counsel of 
Ahithophel, the Gibeonite, he gains over more. Thus he be¬ 
came strong. The engagements made to David’s late great 
servant must have been high, perhaps that of succession next 
to himself. How dangerous is it to move so much as a single 
step out of the right way ? A gift doth blind the eyes. 

At length the dreadful matter would no longer conceal. 
David is informed b . The first thought is to flee with cer¬ 
tain of his servants, from a sure attack to be made upon the 
capital. So the king went forth, &c. A magnanimous Hit- 
tite, and insured to his service by various ties, urges him to 
pass the brook of Kedron ! An a denting sight ! And which 
did move the whole country round. 

Some did urge the symbolical ark of God to be carried along 
with him, by way of preservative, which David piously and 
Jiumbly did decline ; saying, If I shall find favour, Sic. Be¬ 
hold, here I am, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him. 
Sweetly, and nobly devout ! Go, Zadoc, thou and thy sons 
consult the divine oracle, and bring me word. They did so, 
when one told the king that Ahithophel was among the con¬ 
spirators, and moved him* to pray, O Lord, turn the coi’n- 
sel of Ahithophel to foolishness d . Accumulated wo verily ! 

On the top of Mount Olivet, the pious afflicted monarch 
worships. Ever to him a relief past utterance ! By means of 
Hushai, he uses a measure allowed in war, to a£t as spies, and 
thus defeats the counsel of Ahithophel. 


£ Verse 3. a Verse 7. 


,b Verse 13. 


c Verse 31. 


d PmI. K* t 13 14- 

XXXIX. 
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XXXIX. SHIMEI CURSETH DAVID. 

Chap. xvi. 7. And thus said Shimeiy when he cursed , Come 
suty come out , thou bloody many and thou man of BeliaL 

D AVID, now encamped in the wilderness beyond Mount 
Olivet, is met with an handsome, seasonable present 
from Ziba, servant to Mephibosheth, the only remaining son 
of Saul, and lately much obliged to him. A bottle, then, 
might be a cask of wine. Most likely his design was to im¬ 
pose. 

Yet the bait took, and in his haste the king swore over 
Mephibosheth's inheritance to Ziba. Rash and not to be ex¬ 
cused. Thu irritations of a troubled mind may alleviate, how¬ 
ever, in part. The absent should be allowed to vindicate 
themselves. Hear the other side is acommon and just proverb. 

Once more David is to ^e tried, while yet in sore gijief} 
when he came to Bahurim, which belonged to the tribe of 
Benjamin a . Thence came out one who was of the family of 
Saul, named Shimei * cursing the monarch in great wrath. 
Him the guards would have killed, but could not obtain leave. 
No words could be more provoking, none more reproachful. 
Yet would not the royal master allow the criminal to be touch¬ 
ed. Let him alone, he has divine permission : all the im¬ 
port of, said unto him. Admirable self-command ! Nor are 
the guards to be unadmired, as to their zeal and discipline. 
Wrath is a short madness, and he that hath rule over his own 
spirit, is better than the mighty. True human grandeur. 
Think of Christ, when he \yas crucified h . 

Leave vengeance to him who is Omniscient c . Pure glory 
is not hurt by profligate words. Do well, care not what they 
say. Divine assimilation d . Patience, humility and rcsped 
for God, are illustrious virtues. Honour is due to what the 
Almighty permits. Yet are not crimes hereby justified c . 
The worst may become penitent. 

i C'lnp \i\. 16• h l L J ctcr ii. 21, &c. c Jam. i. 20, &c. Rom. xii. 14, 3 cc. 

<1 M-itih. v. 44, &c. c Jam. i. 14, ij. and verse 1 , &c. of our chapter. 
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XL. AHITHOPHEL OVERTHROWN. 

Chap. xvii. 4. And the saying pleased Absalom •welly and all 
the elders of Israel, 

r " I HE crime of rebellion is ever accompanied and followed 

^ with manifold sore evils That of Absalom was pe¬ 
culiarly aggravated. Hushai, as a spy, therefore, is allowed by 
the royal parent to join him. He has it in charge particular¬ 
ly to counteract Ahithophel. 

Such employment, if defensible at all, is most hazardous. 
Ahithophelseeks commission, withtwelvethousand chosen men, 
to attack the king when his forces were few b , and weary. This 
pleased Absalom, and all the elders of Israel. Hushai's foresight 
and counter aCtion was signalBehold, he is hid, &c. I coun¬ 
sel that all Israel be yet more generally gathered, &c. More¬ 
over, we may have hopes, &c. This counsel was preferred to 
that of Ahithophel, God so overruling, to punish the un¬ 
natural. 

Hereby David gained new accessions to his army •, dispatch¬ 
es being issued to that effect. Two of them are wonderfully 
preserved, and rehearse the whole of matters as they stood 
with Absalom y when the king arose, and took a wise advan¬ 
tage- 

And now Ahithophel, the proud, the ambitious, finding his 
counsel set at nought, and himself at the point of ruin, rims 
with speed to it, by means of his ova desperate hands ! Guilt 
audacious in the extreme. How much better, not to have 
been born ? Let us beware of those pas-ions which easiest 
lead to a deranged state. That which is the hand of God, 
God will pity. 

Then David came to Mahanaim d in the tribe of Gad f , 
met by Amasa, captain-general of Abs bom's army, an Tsh- 
maelite, but convert to the true faith, who svas soon completely 
defeated *. 

a Rom. x’-ii. throughout. b Verse 2, &c. c Vcisc 7 

d Verse 24. e Chap. i:.8. i Verse 18. 
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XLI. BLESSED JUDICIOUS LOYALTY, 
ABSALOM OVERTHROWN. 

Chap, xyiii. 3, &c. But the people answered, Thoushalt not 
go forth : for if we fee away, they will not care for us / neither 
if half of us die, will they care for us : but now thou art worth 
ten thousand of us ; therefore now it is better that thou succour us 
out of the city, &c, 

A T a time when Absalom did least suspeft, and the of¬ 
ficers of his father’s army were charged to deal gently 
with him, which was more than he deserved, the battle did 
commence, wherein the unnatural rebel was slain. As to the 
manner, this seems to have been by a clear judgement of 
heaven. David is absent, at the earnest solicitation of his gallant 
officers, saying, thou art worth ten thousand Of us, to the 
public welfare. 

Yet stood he by the gate-side, Or principal entry to the ca¬ 
pital, encouraging the people as they went out, and urging 
still that Absalom should be spared. Here the father shines 
forth, with vain hope it might be of amendment. Israel and 
Judah are now made use of by way of distinction between 
David and Absalom’s armies. 

It was nigh to the wood of Ephraim, where the battle was 
fought, and whither the chief rebel fled, after his defeat. 
The slaughter of Israel, in an adjoining plain, became im¬ 
mense, from the suideness and violence of the on-set ; and 
the wood itself became fatal as the sword. Here Absalom 
hung by the hair, his late pride, and Joab slew him *, not from 
disrespect to his royal master, but to save further blood and 
trouble to the state. 

Then did the gallant officers blow a trumpet of victory, to 
prevent further slaughter. So, spare the citizens, said Caesar, 
after the death of Pompey. This is real heroism. To pre¬ 
vent pain to David, the body of Absalom was cast into a great 
pit, and covered with stones a . His death was merited, which 
yet paternal affection-could not all at once suffer to bethought 
ofBetter had the detestable name been buried with hira- 


a Dcut. ftxi. from vexfcC 16. 


b Verse 18. 


self. 
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self. The worst are desirous of survivancy one way or other. 
Much more the good. A proof of immortality. 

Joab wisely forbids Ahimaaz to go in haste to the king, 
with news of vi&ory. He must be prepared for the death of 
a son, however worthless. A mixture of extreme joy and 
sorrow at once, is what few are able to bear up under. The 
fate of Absalom is first left to rumour, and an increase of evi¬ 
dence. Then full leave should be given, verse 24. All is 
well. The Lord be blessed ! But the king said, verse 29,i-,the 
young man well? Is Absalom safe ? Ahimaaz prudently shifts 
an answer. David however, will not be put off j and Cushi 
more forward explains the wholethus politely introducing 
himself, May all that rise against the king be as he. 

Unable now for a more minute inquiry ; he went up to his 
chamber, and wept aloud, saying, O my son Absalom, See. 
Short and pathetic ! Would God I had died for thee, O Ab¬ 
salom, my son, my son ! Pardonable excess! Taking in ano¬ 
ther and better world. 


XLII. DAVID CEASETH TO MOURN. 


Chap. xix. 5. And Joab came into the house to the king , 
and said , Thou hast shamed this day the feces cf all thy servants, 
which this day have saved thy life, and the lives oj thy sons , and 
ej thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy 
concubines . 


T HE remonstrance here made was just, though it might 
have been more mildly expressed. Time and circum¬ 
stances however are to be thought of. Absalom had been 
too much a favourite, and the occasion of much unnatural 
bloodshed. The safety of a land was matter of high conside¬ 
ration, and faithful servants were to be rewarded with exoi npla- 
ry joy. 

All this was properly felt, and David arose and spake as be¬ 
came him. He sat as before, in the public gate*, and the 
people came to congratulate him on their late success. Cer¬ 
tain of Israel, notwithstanding, began a new mutiny \ fancy- 
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ing, it may be, that they could not have a pardon; whereas 
th is whole chapter shines with a contrary noble disposition. 

Messages of forgiveness are sent by the priests Zadoc and 
Abiathar. The elders of each tribe were to be assured, and 
even Amasa to be preferred, who before this, had been in high 
favour with them. God do so to me, and more also, verse 13, 
if thou be not captain of the host ! Perhaps too rashly un¬ 
mindful of Joab’s services. 

David returns, and is met by congratulating multitudes at 
Gilgal. Here the affronts ot Shimei seem to be forgotten ; 
when he said, let not my lord impute iniquity to me, or pu¬ 
nish, &c. O remember it not. All signs of upright peni¬ 
tence. In me, let the whole of Israel behold thy clemency. 
Abishai is indignant, and would have him executed forthwith. 
But David was otherwise minded, saying, I will have none put 
to death with my knowledge, in a day like this of general joy, 
confirming his royal word with a solemn oath. 

Next came Mephibosheth, the grand-son of Saul, who had 
been much misrepresented by Ziba, in dress of deep mourn¬ 
ing, whom David kindly addresses. Behold me now, said he, 
dispossessed of thy former regal bounties, &c. Unwilling, 
after all, am I as yet to trouble you. Submission and trust 
are what I owe. Admirably polite, as well as forcible. The 
promise rashly made to Ziba could not but be brought to the 
King's remembrance, and is not complained of. 

Barziilai next presents himself, who had been of signal ser¬ 
vice to David in early life, verse 3 1. And the king said unto 
him, come thou over with me, and I will feed thee as myself. 
The reply is affecting, verse 34. Plow long have I to live, &c. 
Thy servant can now but imperfedtly taste what I eat, &c. 
Nor can I hear with relish the voice of singing men, &c. 
Wherefore then be a burden to my Lord ? I will, with per¬ 
mission, go some little way further, &c. Then I pray for 
leave to return, that I may die in peace, 8cc. I commend, 
however, to my lord, the young and excellent Chimham, &c. 
Admirable courtesy, with great presence of mind ! No won¬ 
der that David was much affected by it, saying, Chimham Shall 
indeed go over with me, See, Good measure, verily, pressed 

down 
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down, and running over. An amiable pattern for obligers 
and obliged, in every age. 

XLIII. THE CONSPIRACY OF SHEBA. 

Chap. xx. 2. So every man of Israel went up from after 
David, and followed Sheba the son of Bicbri ; But the men of Ju¬ 
dah clave unto their king, from for dan even to Jerusalem . 

T HIS chapter exhibits many examples of vice peculiarly 
aggravated, and denominating the authors after the 
Hebrew manner, men of Belial. Certain of the tribes of 
Israel murmur against that of Judah, after the defeat of Absa¬ 
lom , and if possible, either to unthrone David, or put him to 
death. Sheba was their chief. Magnifying apparent evils, and 
seducing by fair promises, vvassoon followed by them. At firsts 
they kept the affair secret, and afterwards blew the trumpet 
of war. Then the king, who had appointed Amasn his cap¬ 
tain general, gives orders for collecting some of his most trusty 
men for opposing them. This stung Joab to the quick, who 
had been late royal favourite, and who from that moment did 
conceive a deadly revenge upon his rival, and after a treache¬ 
rous manner did soon execute the same. 

David is alarmed at the delay which tins affair did occasion, 
and sent Abishai, next in command, to make inquiry ; and as 
soon as might be, to prevent Sheba’s further progress. As 
for Joab, he went uncommanded, with chosen troops, to de¬ 
feat die conspiracy. A motive of affection for his master 
might lead to diis, and others, though in their nature less vin¬ 
dicate. This he did accomplish at famous Gibeon, and not 
far distant from Jerusalem. A strange mixture of character, 
verse 15, &c. A singular event put an end to the struggle, 
at the siege of Abel, by an artful woman, verse 22. She 
went unto all the people, &c. And her wisdom was success¬ 
ful with them. Sheba’s head is cast over the wall to Joab, 
and the trumpet of peace was blown. The chief rebel de¬ 
served his fate. 


David 
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David had an opportunity given him, too, to be convinced of 
his rash promise to Amasa ; though, the revenge taken by Jo- 
ab was dreadful. At length the whole kingdom is establish¬ 
ed. How much evil, both public and private, may one single 
wicked person be the occasion of ? Happy land, where there 
is good means for bringing such to justice. Likewise, where 
heroes are found to support the laws. Fear God, honour the 
king, and meddle not with them that are given to change. 

XLIV. THREE YEARS FAMINE. 

Chap. xxi. 2. And the king called the Gibeonites y and said 
unto them, f now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel , 
but of the remnant of the Amor it es , and the children of Israel had 
sworn unto them ; and Saul sought to slay them in his zeal to the 
children of Israel and Judah : 

D IVINE judgements, under a temporal dispensation, were 
often clearly explicable j especially those of a public 
nature. Want of bread, from whatever cause, is a sore 
scourge, when long continued. This was what now led Da¬ 
vid to inquire of the Lord a . His answer was the slaughter 
of the Gibeonites by Saul, and approved by his subjects, con¬ 
trary to solemn national oath b . Vengeance delayed becomes 
the more tremendous. 

Devisers, and consumers of the people only were to be de¬ 
livered up, to suffer death in Gibeah. To which, as most 
equitable, David did consent. 

By this time, the Amorite remnant had become true believ¬ 
ers, when Saul put so many of them to death, who had right 
to worship in Israel. From place, and time of execution, the 
lowest of the people might be made to understand. Hence, " 
the Almighty was reconciled, and needful rain did fall in 
great plenty. No offence is taken at Rizpah’s conduct, being 
a mother \ but rather imitated as natural. Bones and ashes 
are all buried. 


Y y 


ki Num xxvii. ai. 


b Josh. ix. 3 ; &c. 
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Even to the dust of foes, indignation ought not to reach ; 

; and that of good ancestors is peculiarly dear*. Though fa¬ 
mine did cease, yet did not David’s troubles. He must abide 
another new chastisement, on personal accounts, from war, 
verse 15, &c. Philistines invade with extreme fury, and the 
king becomes faint, but is heroically rescued. A good lesson 
at such an age, not to hazard himself in the field. Thou shalt 
go no more out with us, &c. The light of Israel is too prec i¬ 
ous. Sweetly loyal and just, chapter xviii. 3. 

Battle after battle ensues, to carry on the king’s penitence, 
and still lie is delivered. He and his people, too, mutually 
strive in affection. A king of his people, and yet a father. 
How like a case to our own ? 

XLV. A PSALM OF THANKS GIVING. 

Chap. xxii. 1. And David spake unto the LORD the words 
of this song , in the day that the LORD had delivered bun out cj 
the hand of all his enemies , and out of the hand of Saul. 

C LOSS successive victories have a peculiar claim to devout 
gratitude. The figures in this psalm are so noble, as 
not to be met with any where else. We have only room left 
to admire. David seems to have taken in one view, whatever 
God had done for him, verse 1. He alludes, verse 2. to heights 
of munition, whither he often fled. The heaping up of me¬ 
taphors show how entire his confidence had been, and with 
how much success. Still he continues, verse 3, his trust. 
Salvation equally defensive and effective. Without him, no 
armour can be sufficient 5 but himself is quite enough. 

Praver leads to praise, verse 4 ; and past experience to both. 
Frequent waves may alarm, but through grace shall not over¬ 
whelm me. The brave know not what it is to falsify. They 
are not insensible. The sorrows or cords of death leading to 
the grave, I dare to face. -God has means for deliverance, 
whilst he has use for his willing servants, verse 7, &c. Omni- 

a Ch.ijv six. 37. 
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science hears, and will answer. Earthquakes themselves are 
awful, but not annoying, verse 8. Nor similar noise made by 
multitudes. What shakes pillars does not overthrow them. 
Thou hast celestial artillery at command a . Lightenings come 
like arrows from the dark cloud, verse 15. 

At the eruption of volcanoes, channels of the sea are laid 
open, verse 16. Miraculous often are his deliverances, even 
in opposition to water-spouts, or force of cruel foes, verse 18, 
&c. Jehovah’s goodness doth often prevent or surprise, in 
heavy afflictions. Large room is given for aCtion, and enjoy¬ 
ment. Uprightness thou wilt favour, expecting nothing high¬ 
er, verse 21, &c. To this all may and ought to attain. His 
invariable measure. 


XLVI. PIOUS GRATITUDE AND TRUST. 

Chap. xxii. 3 1. As for GOD> bis way is perfect; the word 
of the Lord is tried: He is a buckler to all them that trust in 
him . 

T HERE are times, when personal integrity may be avow¬ 
ed before God, and as an humble ground of hope. 
Uprightness is the height of human -perfection. His idola¬ 
trous enemies were widely different, verse 26. 

Pity and aid as human wants may require, and according to 
power. In public life, more than any other l> . God, in the 
end, will be every way equal to his promises, and even more. 
Purity of intention and praCtice among men is what he de¬ 
lights in. Holiness is the sum of all excellence. 

The froward are deceitful, and ensnaring, sooner or later 
they will be exposed as hateful c . The frequency of these 
things will not deny. On the other hand the afflicted goof!, 
God will save, verse 28, in their devout unfeigned humility d . 
God, as a lamp, doth shine through encompassing adversi¬ 
ties. None so dark, but he is able to penetrate L '. Divine 

a P„a). xxiv. throughout. b James ii. 13. c Psal. vii. n, See. 

d Luke i. 51, Sec. e 1 Sam. xxvii, 1. 
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suggestions do then often occur. Few, if any devout, bnt 
have had like experience *. His way 19 perfect, both as to 
counsel and procedure, though at the time inextricable. He is 
a sure buckler to all them that trust in him b . Like gold, 
notwithstanding, they may be refined c . A rock of loftiness 
inaccessible by foes d . 

Military prowess and devotion go admirably well together e . 
Perfection and success are from above. So courage and zeal. 
A very shield of salvation, and in the most hazardous cases. 
Just and sublimely poetical. The Lord liveth, blessed be my 
rock, &c. It is all of him, and no merit of mine. 


XLVII. DAVID’s WORDS OF FAITH. 

Chap, xxiii. 1. Now these he the last words of David. 
David the son of Jesse said , and the man who was raised up on 
high, the anointed of the God of Jacoby and the sweet psalmist of 
Israely saidy The spirit of the LORD spake by me y and his word was 
in my tongue . 

T HE king and prophet at this time could not be far from 
his latter end. Whence his pious patriotic expressions 
are admirable. The spirit of the Lord Jehovah, thus spake 
by him. 

He that ruleth, &c. Or, according to some very ancient 
interpreters, be thou ruler ; applying them to the Messiah. 
So the Chaldea paraphrase in particular. 

The first grand property in a ruler is, that he be just ; a£l- 
ing agreeable to law. Arbitrary will is, for most part, intoler¬ 
able, and always a sore trial to virtue. The fear of Omni¬ 
potent Holiness is a fit check upon high rank; it leads to 
divine filial assimilation ; the best support to both public and 
privategood. Truth by such is soon and affectionately discerned, 
as the fight of the morning, 8ec. How beautiful ? How cheer¬ 
ing to all around ? So are the mild and faithful in rule. 

The above, in point of agreeableness, added to the tender 

a Verse 30. Chap. v. 6,7. b Hcb. xiii. 5. c Verse 32. 

ti Deut. xxxii. 4. e Verse 34, &c. 
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grass shining, is not to be exceeded. Dews from summer heat, 
are likewise signally benefipial. The earth all over seems then 
to laugh and sing, even as ancient Eden-sweetness did ! The 
gardens of Elysium ’. Give the king, &c. High and low 
will then be mutually serviceable, producing an abundance of 
peace. How applicable with what follows to MESSiAH-reign, 

David’s aims and measures were prevailingly good, but his 
faults were great; and therefore did not his house, or family, 
grow as it might have done. He had a gracious covenant to 
rely upon, and only to terminate with the Jewish ceconomy, 
styled therefore, everlasting. Hence all his salvation and de¬ 
sire, as terminating in the eternal kingdom of Christ A 
sublime view ! 

To part only to meet soon again in heaven is consolation 
verily. The sure blessing of pious parents and children, in 
everlasting salvation, through Jesus Christ. What a power¬ 
ful argument 0 ! 


XLVIII. DAVID NUMBERS THE PEOPLE. 


Chap. xxiv. io. And David’s heart smote him after that 
he had numbered the people . And David said unto the LORD , I 
have sinned greatlf in that I have done : and now> I beseech thee , 
0 LoRDy take away the iniquity of thy servant ; for I have done 
very foolishly . 

rr'HE difficulties which occur in this passage of sacred his- 
tory, require to be treated with caution. The times 
now appear to have been dissipated, by means of outward ease 
and plenty. They forget themselves, and become secure even 
in their vices. . David, some how or other, is tempted to num¬ 
ber the males of his nation, who had attained to a certain age. 
This our translation would seem t6 ascribe to an actual move¬ 
ment of the Supreme Being, but is only to be understood as a 
permission >d . 

It was an adverse principle to what was right, that did move 


A Psal. kxii. j ff &c. 


b JLuke i. 32, 33. c Thcss, iv. 13, &c. aThess. i. 9, &c. 


d a Chron, ii. x. 
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him, and the guilt most probably did consist in his having, 
omitted a charge given e . And along with this that he felt 
himself vain, as to his national strength. He might intend 
besides to make a kind of capitation-tax, for private use. 

Having thus erred from inattention, he is brought under 
conviction, saying, I have sinned greatly, regardless of that law, 
which was so often my delight. A too common crime, even 
among those who are most obliged. He then deprecates the 
divine displeasure. Being a man of high office, he was sure 
to be imitated y and thus to involve others, by sore and ex¬ 
tensive grievances f . Lo, I have sinned, &c. Wise generous 
penitence ! What have my sheep done ? This people were 
not excusable indeed, but himself far less : and hence he so 
justly aggravates what he had committed. Grace is all that he 
has left to plead upon £. Hence, David brings prayer-offer¬ 
ings, peace-offerings, and thanksgiving ones. All shadows of 
better things to come h . 

If doubts still rise concerning the above passage, these must 
be founded in our ignorance. We have in it an example of 
signal and accepted repentance, to be well thought of: a smit¬ 
ten heart, humbling confession, and punishment deprecated. 


I. KINGS. 

J 

XLIX. SOLOMON SUCCEEDS TO DAVID. 

Chap. i. 29, 30. And the king sware y and said, As the 
LORD liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress ; even 
as Is ware unto thee by the LORD God of Isracl y saying, Assured - 
ly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and be shall sit upon my 
throne in my stead ,* even so will I certainly do this day . 

D AVID, when old, is desired to name his successor, agree¬ 
able, it would seem to the custom of those times, and 


t Exod. xxx. 12, &c. 


f Verse 17. g Isa. Ivii, 15. Matin xi. 28, &c. 

h Rev xxii. 17. 
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with divine permission. Adonijah, one of his sons, asserts 
his right He had acquired the friendship of Joab, captain- 
general of the army, and must have been a powerful rival. 
Abiathar the priest, likewise did join him. 

Yet Zadoc, a superior priest, and Beniah, with Nathan the 
prophet, and others, all mighty men, had not so much as an 
invitation ; and apply for counsel, to their aged sovereign, by 
means of Bath-sheba. He then sware over the throne, in a 
very solemn manner, to Solomon, her son. A deed, to like 
purpose, would certainly be written out, and published. Cause 
him forthwith to aft as in my stead. 

Solomon then is publicly inaugurated, and the trumpet of 
royal honour blown. To Jerusalem he is brought, and seat¬ 
ed upon the throne. Then said the chief leaders, Amen. 
As the Lord hath been with our now aged king, so let him 
be with Solomon, and even greater. A truly comprehensive 
patriotic prayer ! 

Thus was Adonijah frustrated, amidst rending joyful sounds, 
for the anointed’s life. Understanding what had happened, 
Adonijah did fear, and fled to the horns of the altar for pro- 
teftion. Here he pleads guilty* and begs his life to be made 
sure to him by an oath b . The renowned peaceful successor 
had too much greatness of soul not to be touched by this. If 
henceforth submissive, not an hair of his head shall fall to the 
ground, but if otherwise, he shall die. A commencement of 
reign truly brave and prudent ! Go to thine house, let none 
molest thee. Magnanimous virtue ! 

How changeable are human passions ? How different is 
Joab now, from what he was ? Trust not in princes nor men’s 
sons, in whom there is no stay. When priests engage' them¬ 
selves in evil courses, their sacred office doth but render them 
the more detestable. A sad symptom this of national charac¬ 
ter. Their professions and promises, in a dubious cause, 
ought ever to be suspefted. Hearken not for a moment. 
Ease and honour may soon corrupt great abilities. The law 
once deliberately broken, seldom, if ever stops short. 

a Verse 5. b Verse 51. 
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L. DAVID’s PIOUS CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 

Chap. ii. 2, 3. I go the way of all the earth : be thou strong 
therefore y and shew thyself a man ; and keep the charge of the 
LORD thy God, to walk in his waySy to keep his statutes , and his 
commandments y and his judgements y and his testimonies , as it is 
written in the law of Moses y that thou mayest prosper in all that 
thou doesty and whithersoever thou turnest thyself 

H OW sweetly calm and instructive are these words ? In 
the nigh prospeCt of death, he studies to be useful. 
Be thou, my dear son and successor, strong, and shew thyself 
a man. Highly comprehensive ! In public life more espe¬ 
cially ?. 

To obey God is the way for becoming brave. The law 
at no time must be swerved from. Words of dying friends 
are most impressive. All have time and opportunity for 
some good. These near over, what remains is due to nigh 
connexions. Upright and universal holiness must persevere. 
Social duties are apt to be overlooked, and demand prime 
notice to survivors. 

Death shews the departing good in their proper element. 
They speak in the prospeft of meeting, and not to be divided 
more. Blessed motive b. 

Religion is an immortalizing work c . 

LI. NATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

* 

Chap. ii. 12. Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his 
father ; and his kingdom was established greatly . 

W ITHOUT certain degrees of allowances for inferior 
means of knowledge, Solomon cannot well be de¬ 
fended, in his conduct towards those who did obstruct for a 
little, his settlement ih the throne of Judah and Israel. Such 

a 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 2 Peter i. 5- b John iv. 34. Luke ii. 32, See. 

John xiv. 1, &c. c z Peter i. 22, &c. % Tim. iv. 6, See. Heb. xii. 2, 3. 

2 Cor. vi. 16. &c. 
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allowances supposed, with youth and political considerations, 
may extenuate. 

As to Adonijah, his life was given to him conditionally a . 
Yet, insisting for Abishag to be his wife, means of future 
usurpation became, at least his probable motive, and was seen 
through. The art made use of did render a denial more de¬ 
termined. Hence too, he was slain b . An early state of 
reigning did need to be narrowly watched. 

Abiathar, a late joint conspirator, was peculiarly obnoxious, 
from his sacred office, and yet his life is not taken from him. 
Get thee unto Anathoth c . Sweetly lenient! Mercy well 
timed establishes a throne. Solitude might, help to assist his 
penitent devotions. 

There are more difficulties to be answered in the case of 
Joab, long an useful servant to David. Of late he had been 
much to blame, and was powerful. At length, while over¬ 
looked, the throne was understood to be in danger, and his 
death determined upon. A just, it may be, but terrible piece 
of policy d . Beni ah sent to execute this hesitates, but under 
a new command, dispatches him at the altar. It may be con¬ 
ceived as God’s revenge against two sad murders of his e . 
The fadts are fairly and simply related, and each have right to 
judge upon them. 

Rebellion against government, and from ambitious views, is 
chargeable with much bloodshed. 

Barzillai’s character is a relief from the above. He had 
been of use to David, when much embarrased, and is not for¬ 
gotten r , but shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai, 
&c. Grateful dying words! To be read with delight. How 
much may children be indebted to parental goodness. 

Shimei, though forgiven in David’s life-time, was deemed 
too infamous a wretch to survive him long. Whether he 
might have in view, that Solomon should execute revenge is 
doubtful, where his pardon was sworn to. One who could 
curse majesty and flatter rebels did scarce deserve to live s. It 

was mild, and might be useful, to change a sentence of death 

* 

a Chap. i. ?2. h Wr« 24,&c. c Verse 26, &c. d Verse 

e Verse 6. f Verse 7. g Verse 9. 
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into that of confinement, with certification. His rash temper 
afterwards did ruin him. A good lesson to the wrathful. 
Startle not at scripture difficulties till they have a fair hearing. 
They should lead to diligence and prayer. 

LII. SOLOMON BEGINS TO ERR. 

Chap. iii. 3. And Solomon loved the LoRD y walking in the 
statutes of David his father : only he sacrificed and burnt incense 
in high places . 

M ONARCHY illimited is a dangerous form of govern* 
ment to public good, and of this, the Israelites were 
fairly told before hand. Hence God was pleased to lay down 
rules for those who should be in the highest rank \ one of 
which was, that they were not to marry with foreigners a . A 
strong temptation to idolatrous worship : nor were they to 
deal much in trade with Egypt, that sink of all abominations 
then \ 

Solomon is early unmindful of both c . He married the 
daughter of Pharoah, and with her introduced much expen¬ 
sive luxurious equipage. It may be hoped, from chap. xi. 5, 
&c. that she became a believer in the true God, and that thus 
she might be of service to him in building the temple. 

High places of worship, however, before this he did not de¬ 
cline as he should have done ; loving pomp and grandeur of 
elevation, as most probably did his wife, brought from the 
low lying land of Egypt. 

These circumstances did gradually corrupt, to the destruc¬ 
tion, in time, of pure divine love. His state of virtue is now 
become precarious. A special lesson to the young, to follow 
God fully. One aft of guilt brings on another, for without 
permission he would himself sacrifice, and cut of place. 

Yet is he not then visited with the extremity of justice ; 
God waiting to be gracious. By supernatural" dreary, he 
chooses to awaken him d . He is left to ask what he would, 

a Deut. xvii, 14, See. b Cli 'p ii. 2. c Chap. iii. i, d Verse 5. 
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and returns to this most judiciously, I am but as a little child, 
give me wisdom for rule and to judge. 

The request pleased him who searches the heart, and is 
not only answered according to his word,but with an assurance 
of much external splendour. The conditions were at the 
same time superadded, that he would not abuse, but improve 
such benefits, by regular obedience and prayer. Qualities 
which afterwards, he was too much unmindful of. A me¬ 
morable instructive example of human frailty in high life. 
In the very threshold thereof, he stumbles, but not so as to fall 
for ever. 

LIII. SOLOMON JUDGES BETWEEN TWO. 

Chap. iii. 26. Then spake the woman whose the living child 
was unto the king , (for her bowels yearned upon her son t J and she 
said , 0 my Lord, give her the liviiig child; and in no wise slay 
it: but the other said y Let it be neither mine nor thine y but divide it . 

W HAT knowledge other men gather from study and 
observation, Solomon had his immediate largest 
measure from the Almighty; insomuch, that his mind is said 
to have taken in a compass like that of the sand upon the sea¬ 
shore. Let the Proverbs speak for his deep insight into hu¬ 
man nature, added to his penitent book of the Ecclesiastes, 
or the Preacher. 

The text, and what follows, present us with a curious spe¬ 
cimen. Harlots might be no other than such as kept houses 
for entertaining strangers, and not prostitutes, though liable to 
be suspeCled. One of the two mothers was certainly more de¬ 
serving than the other. Infant sweetness, with a desire to 
suckle, do in common affeCt those much. Hence that, strife 
between the females here. Dwelling under one roof made 
stealth more easy, from a person who had been long kept from 
rest. A melancholy case, and perhaps not remediable by in¬ 
ferior officers of justice. Being brought to Solomon, he, by 
a strange artifice, finds out the true mother. Words and a£ts 
of efirontery lead to suspicions, and would not escape Solomon. 

Z z z He 
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He suitably addresseth both, and then makes a proposal that 
filled the true mother with horror. This, to his wisdom, dis¬ 
covered the whole. Her bowels yearned, or were hot in her, 
and she said, O my Lord, forbear, &c. The other is envious¬ 
ly cruel. Then, of the former the king said, she is the mo¬ 
ther, give her the child, and divide it not. Pity is close con¬ 
joined with pure maternal affection. Can a woman forget her 
child ? A glorious gift of nature they possess. No wonder 
that such wisdom became the admiration of all Israel *. And 
they reverently feared the king. Happy, O land, when thus 
wisely governed ! If true mothers are so concerned for the 
life of a child, what ought parents to be for their eternal wel¬ 
fare ? The value of a soul is inestimable. * Affediions well 
directed are of great use. Love children in God, and do not 
weakly indulge ; so shall they never be lost to you. If they 
die early, they will be housed safe. Of such and those like 
them, is the kingdom of God. Their departure is a proof of 
immortality. 


LIV. SOLOMON’s WISDOM. 

Chap. iv. 29. And God gave Salomon wisdom and under¬ 
standing exceeding much y and largeness of hearty even as the sand 
that is on the sea-shore . 

OOLOMON asked wisdom of God above every thing b , 
and was heard, as in our text. He is visited by all the 
great and learned around him. Natural objects were among 
the number of his studies c . In respect of morals, yet more 
important, whereof the book of Proverbs is a complete evi¬ 
dence. What are lost we may regret, but should submit, and 
be thankful d 

Understanding for government is a prime regal quality 
and what Solomon was chiefly set upon f . 

He was peculiarly attentive to the choice of his officers, in 
every department, as to prudence, prowess, and the like. 

a Verse 28. b Chap. iii. 5, &c. c Verse 33. d Co!, iii. 16. 

Eph. v.19, &c. e Chap. iii. 7. f Verse 1, &c. 
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Scribes, or secretaries, havehigh trust. Likewise recorders of 
fadts, and skilful leaders on in war. Next come good inferior 

operators, verse 5. 

A large household demands (Economical skill, verse 7, &c. 
Certain offices require a number of checks. Thus were Ju¬ 
dah and Israel cared for,, verse 20 , and live in much ease. 
Neighbouring nations, too, were awed by Solomon’s great 
wisdom, and were glad to bring presents, as tokens both of 
affedlion and respedl, verse 22. 

Hence had the king a noble scope for good comprehensive 
works, though his table consumption was very great. The 
whole together enough to try all his wisdom ; and which in¬ 
deed did greatly hurt his virtue. Luxury abridges both time 
and desire for superior employment. His animals for equi¬ 
page, in so narrow a country, must have been very consump¬ 
tive. 


LV. THE TEMPLE TO BE BUILT. 

Chap. v. 5. And, behold , I purpose to build an house unto 
the name of the LORD my GOD y as the LORD spake unto David 
my father , saying, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy 
room, he shall build an house unto my name . 

T IME and means are now afforded to build a temple for 
divine worship. What was in David’s heart, Solo¬ 
mon had the honour of executing a. With this view he 
writes to his faithful ally, Hiram, king of Tyre and Sidon ; 
places of great magnificence and wealth. A clear proof that 
the scriptures throughout do exadtly harmonize, as to prophe¬ 
cy and fulfilment b . 

The temple was to come in room of theportable tabernacle > 
whence oracles of heaven were issued, and was intended to ex¬ 
ceed every other in elegant splendor c . Hiram, with his peo¬ 
ple, were masters of the fine arts; nor were the last of these 

a Dcut. xii. 10. b 2 Sam. vii. ij. ci Chron. xxi. & xxii. chapters. 
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to be unrewarded. Whilst their prince did rejoice, and praise 
the Most High, being now a proselyte to the Jewish religion. 
He engages for more than was even asked. The acceptance 
of food from Solomon, for so great a number of workmen was 
highly proper. A fine example of devout friendship ! Wheat 
and olive oil were both plentiful in Judea. A levy of men 
was proper, not only to work, but to be instructed. Adoni- 
ram was to be their prime over-seer. The number of hewers, 
cutters, and burden bearers was immense, and may account 
for particulars quite amazing. What might not such multi¬ 
tudes under three hundred officers do J ? 

A pattern of certain parts and treasure had been left by 
king David. Though external grandeur be in itself of no 
account with God yet the state of Israel considered, in 
midst of idolatrous nations, seems to have rendered such a 
work expedient. A more advanced age of the human under¬ 
standing would supersede this c . Till then, the number of 
priests, sacrifices, and meetings, did require magnitude. A 
proportion of worshipping places must be determined by cir¬ 
cumstances. The poor have a special claim. So have all for 
cleanliness and good order. 


LVI. GOD's PRESENCE CONDITIONAL. 

Chap. vi. ix, &c. And the word of the LORD came to So - 
lomon, saying. Concerning this house which thou art in building, 
if thou wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judgements, and 
keep all my commandments to walk in them ; then will 1 perform 
my word with thee , which I spake unto David thy father . 

M UCH of Solomon’s wisdom was supernatural, chap. iii. 

Hence his court was often visited; and messengers 
sent to him for acting as allies. Among these was Hiram, 
Jdnjr of the two noblest mart towns then in the world, and 

d I Chron, xxviii. i. c Jo. iv 23, 24. 
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filled with the most skilful artificers. From friendship for 
David, he now becomes highly serviceable to his son. 

By Nathan, probably the word of the Lord came to Solo¬ 
mon, encouraging him to proceed ; and still more, to obey 
divine laws. Then his signal presence would be with him 
and his people f . The temple being finished, in the space of 
seven years, the ark of the covenant was brought up to the 
city of David £, with priests and Levites, legally set apart. 
Then brought into its fixed place. Hence favourable oracles 
were given out, whilst professed worshippers Were otherwise 
obedient. The kings in some sort being answerable for the 
people. At the commencement of each reign, a copy of the 
law was to be written out by them, and read once every seven 
years, in audience of the whole twelve tribes, by their repre¬ 
sentatives, who were to rehearse the same. 

Thus God would dwell among them, in character of a na¬ 
tional sovereign ; hear, and answer their requests. Notwith¬ 
standing, the law was ncgleCted, from various causes. In 
time, both priests and people grew remiss. Magistrates did 
not correCt, and kings themselves became shocking, as had 
been foretold they would. Even idolatrous worship was often 
set up, with its detestable sensual excesses ; so that the Lord 
behoved to forsake them. A tremendous prediction! Yet 
imported in the gracious promise of our text. 

In point of evidence, that God did forsake them propor¬ 
tionately to their crimes, their idolatrous ones in particular; 
may be read their ensuing history, to the Babylonish captivi¬ 
ty. Then the temple itself was left in heathen hands, as a 
presage of still worse, after rejecting the Messiah h . Now a 
vagabond, and yet distinCt people throughout the face of the 
whole earth ’. What an evidence to both Jewish and Chris¬ 
tian faith ! Thank God for hope k . 


f 2 Chron. iii. i. i Chron. xxviii. i, See. 
li 2 Chron. xii. 2. i Dent, xviii. ij, Sec. 


g 2 Chron. v. i. 
k Rom. xi. 15, Sec. 
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LVII. DEDICATION OF THE TEMFLE. 

Chap. viii. 12. Then spake Solomon , The LORD said that 
he would dwell in the thick darkness . . 

T HIS dedication is, by much the most just religious so¬ 
lemnity we read of, either in sacred or prophane re¬ 
cords, which therefore ought to be often and seriously at¬ 
tended to. 

Singers were chosen from among the numerous tribes of 
priests, and clothed in white, to denote purity, as most be¬ 
coming divine service, and in its own nature tending to ele¬ 
vate affection. Their musical instruments were in proportion ; 
no less together than two hundred and eighty-eight, all as one 
sound, and upon the noblest subjects. At this interesting mo¬ 
ment, the house was filled with a cloud, emblematical of 
God’s presence, or glory, which shone from it. The priests 
themselves, for a time, could not stand the lustre thereof. 

After this they return to their pleasant offices, of devoutly 
singing and playing. Then the king, standing upon a brazen 
scaffold, or tribunal, became more visible to all the congrega¬ 
tion. From thence, and in view of the altar, he declared his 
purpose in building so stupendous a fabric *, with much suit¬ 
able exhortation to the people, and mingled with high devo¬ 
tion. 

Darkness, succeeded with sweetening light, was at once in¬ 
structive and impressive. Judgement and mercy they were 
now to think of j the last triumphing. Here was to be the 
constancy of divine national worship \ and under the above 
belief. The emblematical dwelling of God was to be no 
longer ambulatory. A regular priesthood would there in¬ 
struct. Also suitable relieving answers to their doubts ob¬ 
tained. 

With such pious sentiments, lie next addresses himself to 
the people more at large. From them again, he turned tc th > 
altar, and gave thanks to the Lord God of his father David, 
who had spoken prophetically of this solemn day. What had 
been in the heart of the one, the other did now fulfil. 


An 
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An upright willing mind to that which is good, God will 
ever accept, verse 17. The intention is with him, as though 
actually performed. What a motive to devotion and liberali¬ 
ty '. The covenanting word of God ought to be the chief 
of all our joys, verse 21. A disposition the reverse argues 
base ingratitude. None may .pretend ignorance. 

Tiie concluding prayer of Solomon, at this time, is truly 
admirable, verse 54. God has no equal. Though the Most 
High, he condescends to the lowly ! How encouraging ! Per¬ 
sonal benefits may be rehearsed in devotion with great advan¬ 
tage m . Certain of the divine promises are conditional, and 
not to be urged but by the upright, verse 27. An infinite 
God cannot be confined. He is every where, and knoweth 

•all things. A sublime idea! Yet is he specially near to the 
devout. 

To obey is better than all bodily exercises; and even warm 
mechanical feelings from them. The best need to be for¬ 
given ; to humble themselves, and pray n . Unpardoned sin 
must ever obstruft prayer. 


LVIII. ACCEPTABLE PRAYER. 

Chap. viii. 38. What prayer and supplication soever be 
wade by any man , or by all thy people Israel , which shall know 
every man the plague of his own hearty and spread forth his hands 
toward this house. 


A Patriotic temper is very becoming those who are en¬ 
lightened and devout The plague here mentioned, 
may mean private troubles, the cause of much grief p . His 
own sore, or secret moan. Or it may signify, what sincere 
penitents do feel, from what doth most easily beset them ; by 
much the most probable. 

Prayers and supplications may compreliendthose ofall kinds, 
proceeding from a convicted mind. To stretch hands, when 


l Phil. 1— cxii. 3, &c. m Jam. i. 17. n Dan. vl. 10. Psal. xdx. 5 — 

cxxxviii. 2. o Psal. cii. r3,14.- -cxxxvii, 3, Sec. p 2 Chron. vi. 29. 
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devoutly employed, is natural and customary. Heaven is the 
place of highest divine manifestation. Light inaccessible to 
mortals, and full of glory. Thither chiefly we must look, in 
firm belief of God as searching the hearts. A proper ground 
of solemn reverential awe. 

Prayer and penitence go well together. Our own favour¬ 
ite sins are what there is most hazard from c . To seek and 
not do is to insult Omniscience. God heareth not such sin¬ 
ners, so as to accept them d . 

Peculiar plagues of the heart are different in different peo¬ 
ple, and sometimes opposite, as prodigality and covetousness j 
credulity and scepticism; seldomer reclaimed than any other. 
Harlots and Publicans are easier to convince c . God is un¬ 
changeable. Search with diligence and pray. 


LIX. A PRAYER FOR PROSELYTES. 


Chap^viii. 41, &c. Moreover , concerning a stranger that is 
not of thy people Israel , but cometh out of a far country for thy 
name's sake ; (For they she. 1 1 hear f thy great name, and rf thy 
strong handy and of thy stretched-cut arm ; j when he shall come 
and pray toward this house. 


B Y a stranger is to be, understood, a convert from among 
the heathens, to the belief of one only the Living and 
True God ; the same as Proselytes. Certain of them sub¬ 
mitted to circumcision, and became bound to obey the whole 
law f . Home born Jews, notwithstanding, had a preference 
To come among them, for God’s name sake, was to do so 
from pure religious conviction, and for the privilege of sound 
worship. God’s dwelling-place was that of liis bright mani¬ 
festation. 

Hence, he would become more generally known, than 
otherwise. A truly catholic spirit in king Solomon. He 
supposes their faith to be sincere, and their worship to be fol- 

• c Isa. i. 1 1, &c.*—lviii. i, &c. <1 1 I'" 1 - >• 4« M » c rn. >r. 

c Psul. xviii. 20, 21. ‘ f Gi'n xvh. 9. I.cV. xvii. ic. i£x>u>. xii. 4<>. 

g Phil lit. 4. 
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lowed with obedience ; though not perfect. A large exten¬ 
sion of benevolence. Free from all sectarian narrowness, in 
both prayer and practice. The heart should be left to Omni¬ 
science. 

The seleftion of Israel was with design to be religiously use¬ 
ful to mankind, answerable to their place in the earth, and a 
most splendid worship. Their history must have been much 
kno-vu, in particular their deliverance from Egypt and esta¬ 
blishment in Canaan. Other kings besides Hiram would be 
affected. Yet more extensively afterwards. And all, only as 
a shadow of what will be. The settlement of Jews, in their 
return from Babylon, did facilitate remarkably the propaga¬ 
tion of the gospel d . 


LX. TRUE REPENTANCE. 

Chap. viii. 47. Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the 
land •whither they were carried captives , and repent , and make 
supplication unto thee in the land of them that carried them cap¬ 
tives , saying , We have sinned, and have done perversely , we have 
committed wickedness . 

H ERE we have'a complete account of repentance. An 
admirable proof of Solomon's understanding and love 
for his country. He supposes what might be looked for in 
every age, that his people would otFend and be corrected for it, 
so as to amend. 

First, they were to consider of the evils that they had done. 
The same as in the margin, bring back to their hearts, how 
foolishly they had erred. As debtors to divine justice. Af¬ 
ter-thought becomes a sinner c . Upright grief will follow 
from this, and earnest supplication for mercy. God pity one 
a sinner, not worthy to look up. 

Thus, too, is confession inseparable. Behold he prayeth. 
He would mention as in our text, the aggravating circum¬ 
stances, or doing perversely. Words repeated, evince a 
d Isa. ii. 2. Jo. xvii. 20, &c. Rom. xi. 29, &c, e I$a. i. 3. 
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strong impression of evil, with hatred and grief. Sometimes 

Concern will not admit of this. Particularizing in secret is 
beneficial. 

Punishments may be lessened where repentance is but par¬ 
tial, but after-care makes complete work. Good fruits, with 
full purpose of, and endeavour after new obedience. The 
whole only acceptable through grace, or looking to Gon-ward, 
and now through Christ d . By the above, we ought often 
to examine ourselves. 

IfXI. SANCTIFIED NATIONAL REST. 

Chap. viii. 55. And he stood, and blessed all the congrega¬ 
tion of Israel with a loud voice y saying. Blessed be the L.ORD , 
that hath given rest unto his people Israel , according to all that he 
promised : there hath not fa iled one word of all his good prom ise , 
which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant. 

B eing now in a state of outward ease, the Jews are di¬ 
rected here to be continued therein. They were to 
be thankful and obedient. Still binding upon all in like 
circumstances. 

Pious national gratitude will ever rise above mere outward 
jovialties, though these to a certain degree are not prohibited. 
Mutual goodwill and moderation of bodily appetite should then 
be close attended to, whilst at heart they bless, praise, and mag¬ 
nify the Lord. Public religious exercises are then highly proper, 
with vows of subsequent obedience. Heathens themselves had 
their household deities. Family and public prayers are great¬ 
ly preservative, verse 57. 

A flood of ungodliness has every thing to fear, and is what 
outward peace doth tempt men to. Peculiarly odious in a 
people chosen to special privileges, and should shine as lights 
in the world. How pleasant is the sound of rest to those who 
are good, even in private life ? When extended to thousands, 
how enrapturing? And they of the same country, the same reli¬ 
gion! Pure pious patriotic delight. Heightened much as the coin- 

d Heb ii. 17,18.—-iv. 14, &c. 
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pletion of divine promises. An answer of peace after long 
and sore distress. Let Zion rejoice in her king. A grand 
security for continuance. The best of all legacies to future 
generations, and what may be rendered extensively beneficial, 
verse 60. 


LXII. JEWISH DESOLATION. 

Chap. ix. 6, 7. But if ye shall at all turn from following 
far, you or your children , and will not keep my commandments y and 
my statutes , which 1 have set before you , but go and serve other gods , 
and worship them ; then will I cut off Israel out of the land which 
J l a ve given them : and this house , which I have hallowed for my 
finme , will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb 
and a by-word among all people . 

A FTER accepting in general what Solomon had done, he 
is snpernaturally certified, how dangerous a relapse 
would prove to both nation and temple. God would make 
them a proverb, and a by-word for wretchedness. A notable 
prediction, and containing in the accomplishment no small 
evidence for true faith. 

At the time of utterance, hardly to be conceived, yet now 
undeniable. Think of the revolt and captivity of the ten 
tribes under Jeroboam After various warnings under Shil- 
manezer, king of Assyria, they were cut off, and carried cap¬ 
tives never to return. 

As for Judah, only a few of their kings did behave better. 
Rehoboam himself forsook the law. Whence, he and his. 
people were chastised by Shishak, king of Egypt. Much did 
the temple suffer after this. Pious Joash put things in some 
better order; yet himself, and his people of course, did soon 
transgress. Zechariah, the faithful son of a good father, 
stood up in opposition to both, and was stoned to death. For 
this the host of Syria is allowed to spoil them. 

Ahaz did add to both national guilt and misery. Happily 
for the credit of human nature, he is succeeded by good Heze- 


a dup. xii. Exod. xxxvni. 8. 
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kiah y But his sen Manasseh was wicked to extreme. Hence 
Nebuchadnezzar is let out to punish them, by burning city 
and temple. A most wonderful accomplishment! 

Yet cured, under a long captivity, of their polytheism and 
idolatry, they are allowed to return, but before, otherwise 
enormously sinful, and were destroyed by the Romans, and 
still continue a monument of divine justice, the most singular 
that ever was: Christ’s blood being upon them, of that age, 
and their children since. Adorable extent of divine fore¬ 
knowledge *, 


LXIII. GOD’s ANGER AGAINST SOLOMON. 


Chap. xi. 9. And the LORD was angry trill: Solo men, be¬ 
cause his heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel^ which 
had appeared unto him twice . 


U NSANCTIFIED knowledge is much to be dreaded, as 
was that even of Solomon. Once wrong troin sen¬ 
sual indulgence, he observes for a while no bounds. Person¬ 
al righteousness he valued less than that of governing others. 
To speak and to write well with some r.re easy matters com¬ 
pared with good behaviour, especially in midst of wealth, ap¬ 
plause, and honours, both at home and abroad. 

The heart of this prince, so highly favoured in vision, is 
turned from the Lord his God, who became angry with him. 

He might have become proud from that very support which 
he had gjven to public religion, in building and consecrating 
the temple. A melancholy disease, and yet incident to most 
ages. Both did rest in the means without pursuing the end. 

Solomon would not be a little hurt, too, by the great 
pains he took to enrich his kingdom, and the introducing ot 
luxuries. With Tyrian aid, he became a complete trader by 
the Red Sea, and Arabian Gulph to the East Indies. Wealth 
and perfumes, till then unknown, did abound, and a source of 
manifold great evils. Soon what begins with the few, doth 
deluge a whole land b . 


a Rom, xi. 


b Ezek. xvi. 49. 
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The prince himself became a prime misleading pattern. His 
train of equipage was most superb, and every thing else pro¬ 
portionable. How intoxicating all these ? Personal volup¬ 
tuousness led Solomon to what was still worse, even to an idol¬ 
atrous connexion with the same. The encouraging of har- 
lotism and multiplication of wives, was one branch of eastern 
pomp. Even a large degree of speculative knowledge could 
not resist this. Here the name of Solomon is hardly support¬ 
able. He sinks into what is most degrading ! A bitterness 
worse than death to true penitence. A fair, but sad warning 
to high rank, verse 11, &c. 

The revolt by Rehoboam is foretold, as a punishment of his 
aggravated evil, and we may hope this led him to repent b . 
For David and Jerusalem’s sake, he has time given him to 
think. Such advantage still, people may derive from pioys 
predecessors. Predictions clear as sun-shine when fulfilled, 
yield a strong proof. God waiteth to be gracious. Judah was 
Messiah’s tribe c . 


LXIV. AHIJAPI’s PREDICTION. 

Chap. xi. 31. And he said to Jeroboam> Take thee ten pieces; 
for thus saith the IiORD } the GOD of Israel r , Behold , I will rend 
the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon t and will give ten tribes to 
thee . 

S OLOMON had been fairly warned of what trouble would 
be brought upon his nation, if he and they together did 
not speedily amend. Some good space is allowed, but with¬ 
out all its proper effect. The evils which he had exemplified 
were various. 

Whence the rebellion of Jeroboam became successful, as 
had been foretold, verse 29. Under Judah is comprehended 
that of Benjamin. An instructive view of divine providence. 
Solomon, in his posterity, is punished by the natural effects of 
his various gross crimes. Ambition of one son receives aid 
from the tyranny of another d . Two golden calves render 

b Sec the whole Book of Ecclesiastes, c Gen. xlix. 10. d Chap. xii. 10,11, 16,18, 

the 
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the revolt irreconcilable, as opposed to true faith, and worship 
at Jerusalem. 

The preservation of this one tribe was to be the Lamp, or 
Light of the world ; by means of the Messiah, verse 36. 
How fair is the Jewish history here ? 

LXV. THE ALTAR OF JEROBO.AM. 

Chap. xiii. 2. And he cried against the altar in the word of 
the L.ORD> and said , 0 altar , altar / thus saith the LORD , Be¬ 
hold y a child shall be born unto the house of David , Josiah by name ; 
and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn 
incense upon thee y and metis bones shall be burnt upon thee . 

J EROBOAM was a crafty political rebel, and fell upon an 
expedient to keep his people from going to Jerusalem, 
for worship, by building two idolatrous altars at Bethel, and 
Dan a . A sin which soon did ruin them. They would not 
be warned, even by an old prophet, from their delight in new 
pompous sacrifices, and feasts. O altar, altar, &c. A pre¬ 
diction fulfilled to the letter, three hundred and sixty years af¬ 
ter, by king Josiah h - Wonderful even to astonishment ! 
The prophet’s first address was not to the prime transgressor, 
but to the altar personified; and which was made, as it were, 

to hear his voice. And next to Jeroboam miraculously smote, 

* ' 

and healed. Last of all, the prophet himself even persuaded, 
becomes to a certain degree unfaithful, and is punished. Cir¬ 
cumstances in whole which could not be hid. Inanimate crea¬ 
tures will hear, when the obstinate in vice will not. They 
abide as witnesses. Behold the altar did rend, &c. Emble¬ 
matical evidence ! Enough to awaken stupidity itself. The 
king, though affefted, still persists. Hence came another mi¬ 
raculous sivn. He is convicted, but doth not amend. How 
patient is the Most High ? He is not seen, but his instru¬ 
ment *, I will give thee a reward. 

He who did so well reply to Jeroboam, taken in by either 
a real, or pretending prophet. The history is curious and 

a Chap. ili. 28. U 2 Kings xxiii. 15, 16, 13 . 
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useful. Fraud covered with pious form is tempting even to 
the good. Thus did Satan beguile Eve. The same authority 
which binds ought also to loose. He survived not another 
day, who did offend by taking wrong advice. 

God doth not require belief without ample evidence. Men 
have right to ask no more c . In the case of compiling teach¬ 
ers, see which of them keep nearest to the word. 

4 

LXVI. UNFAITHFULNESS TO DIVINE COM¬ 
MISSION. 

Chap. xiii. 26. And when the prophet that brought him back 
from the way heard thereof he said y It is the man of God who 
was disobedient unto the word of the L.ORD ; therefore the L.QRD 
hath delivered him unto the lion , which hath torn him » and slain 
him y according to the word of the ToRDy which he spake unto him . 

T HIS man of God, upon the whole, had been disobedient 
in one particular, and did suffer. A warning to all 
future ages to be faithful. Abide by what is clear and expli-^ 
cit, without otherwise nicely arguing. Lay not a stumbling- 
block in the way of others. Even feasible temptations are no 
excuse, verse 8. Priestly art prevails where regal solicitude 
could not. 

Let unequivocal pointed evidence have due regard. Stretch¬ 
ed criticism is ever suspicious. Doubtful disputations have 
done a world of mischief. Dread phrases of mere human in¬ 
vention d . Imagination hath nothing to do with what God 
doth reveal, and hath said he will judge us by. 

None ever were, or will be saved in a course of disobedi- 
ence. Fear every thing that seems to favour a different doc¬ 
trine. A wilful crime has no right to be termed misfortune p . 
Rash credulity is most hazardous. 

c John iii. 19, &c.^— xv. 21, &c. <1 Hob. viii. 10. e Matth. i. 12. 

I |ohn iii. 8. 

B b b 
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I. ABIJ AH DIETH. 

Chap. xiv. 12. Arise thou therefore , get thee to thine o'lOn 
house ; and when thy feet enter into the city y the child shall die. 

W HEREVER the ancient prophets were sent, they 
carried proper credentials along with them. Thus 
was the altar of Bethel supematurally rent before the face of 
Jeroboam, in proof of what would happen to his successors 
three hundred and sixty years after ; his own hand at the 
same time withered and restored.. The same way may Abi- 
jah's death be understood, with its different circumstances, 
chapter xiv. &c. 

A prophet clearly discovers to him the Divine Omniscience, 
and that the success he had hitherto met and abused, was 
through permission from above, and would end in rum. 
Even the death which did happen did not prove an effectual 
warning, but rather serve to harden. Restitution in particular 
is a difficult branch of repentance. An usurped throne he 
would give up, nor withhold his two golden calves from 
the mad idolatrous multitude. Deplorable guilt ! 

Long habit becomes a kind of second nature, which may 
yield for a little, but doth soon relapse. It is not absolutely 
impossible to overcome, but for most part, like, that of the 
Ethiopian to change his skin. Their latter end otten is 
worse than the beginning. Youth is the season for strength 
in the Lord ■». 

Unjust acquisitions not only defile, but adhere like pitch. 
Yet knowinglv to retain is to aggravate the original guilt. 
Give that which thou hast robbed *». So said the true peni- 

a Prov. i. ij, &c. b James iv. S. 
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tent, I will restore hkn fourfold. Jeroboam would not amend 
even by the death of a favourite child, nor the accompanying 
miraculous signs. So did the Jews bribe the Roman soldiers, 
after the resurreflion of Christ. Hqw incorrigible both ! 

Infant deaths are balanced by many and great consolations. 
H ow dear are they to Christ c . So much the more, when 
some good things are found in them! An early waft to im¬ 
mortal bliss! Let parents follow out the like good things, if 
they hope to enjoy them again. A special gospel discovery. 
Christ, the first-fruit ! afterwards they that are Christ’s, 
at his appearing, 

II. GOD’s WORD IS TRUTH. 

Chap. xvii. 24. And the woman said to Elijah , Now by 
this I know that thou art a man of God> and that the word of the 
L ORD in thy mouth is truth . 

I T would seem, that though the widow of Zarephath had 
been brought up among idolaters $ yet, when able to 
judge for herself, she became a believer in the One Only 
God. To favour such ingenuity, the prophet Elijah is sent to 
her, when the whole land was under a scourge of famine. 

An aftedling narrative. The prophet after much fatigue, 
petitions for a drink of water, and bit of bread, which, with 
no small benevolence, is granted. Encouraging words from 
the Lord God of Israel. The barrel of meal shall not waste, 
and so on. Trusting to that assurance, she promptly adts. 
A corroborative evidence is soon given, for they did eat many 
days. Yet faith, like knowledge, and every virtue, has its 
degrees. The son of the widowed woman fell sick, and died. 
Prior to his expiring, she hastily expostulates; what have I 
now to do with thee, O man of God ? Art thou come unto 
me, to call my early idolatrous sins to remembrance, and to 
slay, in effedt, my son, under my own eye? Better both had 
died at once. Words not to be vindicated*, yet in some de- 

C Hcb. xiii. 8. 
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gree pitiable. Elijah does so, and atts Accordingly, give me 
thy son, 8tc. Retiring with him, who was very young, to his 
devotional chamber ; he cries to the Lord, with arguments 
of familiar nature, not in common to be imitated. He obtains 
a favourable answer, from him who compassionates human in¬ 
firmities. 

Humble submission, as to temporal concerns, ought ever to 
accompany earnest prayer, as in the case of our Blessed Lord \ 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt! What if the 
child had died, not to revive again ? None of them had any 
claim of right. Sanctified distress heightens divine love, and 
it was the prophet’s duty to lead to this. But likely, super¬ 
natural impulse did over-rule \ for sake of persevering faith, 
as to eternity, no less than time. The child’s soul came again 
into him. Now by this, said the mother, I know more than 
ever, that thou art a man of God, See. and that he alone is fit 
to direCt and govern. 

In a Christian view, the written infallible word of God is to 
be trusted, upon the ground of far superior miracles a . 
Christ alone hath the words of eternal life. Himself the 
first fruits b . 

How foolish, as well as criminal, is unbelief ! Let us aim at 
the highest measures of faith, praying and meditating upon 
the excellence of scripture contents. 

* 

III. OBADIAH. 

Chap, xviii. 3. Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly . 

T HIS seems to have been a different person from the an¬ 
cient prophet, who lived in the days of good Jehoso- 
phat; whereas our Obadiah was prime minister to Ahab, a 
brutish sensual idolater ; and who, notwithstanding, retained 
his true faith. Yea, was great in good practice. 

Reverential fear imports every thing excellent *, as prnn§ 

a Heh. ii. 2, 3. Isa. viii. 20. Matth. v. 17.— xi. 29 — xiii- 13. & c - 
|a Matth. XJtviii. 20.-vi. 33.——v. 5. Ju. xvi. ult. Paul, xxxvii 16. 
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servant to a bad king ; he must have had many temptations 
to resist. It might be part of his engagement to have leave 
of worshipping occasionally at Jerusalem, whilst in private he 
was more frequent. His trusts were inviolably kept. 

What prudence must all together have required ? What 
zeal of grief for worthy sufferers ? And care of them when 
it was in his power ? Courts do generally influence those who 
are nigh to them. Their example doth in some sort dictate. 
What hazards then must Obadiah have run ? Invincible pious 
hero ! His principle did strengthen, by public and private ex¬ 
ercises of it. Withdraw these, and goodness will ever decline 
proportionably. If the foundation be destroyed, what comes 
of the superstrudhire P 

Nor Ahab, nor Jezebel, could charge their servant with 
mismanaging, or even with neglect. Fidelity then, must 
have had a sharp trial. Whatsoever he did, was done as unto 
God, and not unto men. With him, wisdom and prudence 
did dwell together. His religion was calm and steadfast. In 
bad times he knew how to be discreet. 

When the Lord's prophets were in danger, he could run 
great risks for them d . On their account, he disregarded 
both substance, and the love of life c . In the way of duty, a 
degree of self praise is more than pardonable. Pious affe&ion 
strengthens with age f . To him that hath, shall be given. 
The very flower of obedience. 

IV. HALTING BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS. 

Chap, xviii. 21. And Elijah came unto all the people, and 
said y How long halt ye between two opinions ? If the Lord be 
God, follow him : But if Baal , then follow him . And the^peo- 
pie answered him net a word . 

A HAB and Jezebel were much enraged against the pro¬ 
phet Elijah, on account of what he had foretold, re- 

d 4. e Jo. *ii. 2 j, 26. Verse 12 of our chapter, f Prov. viii. 17.— 

•** IV. 18. 
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lative to the three years famine,who, notwithstanding is mira¬ 
culously preserved. Wi en the dreadful national judgement was 
near an end, the spirit of the Lord moved him to meet 
Ahab, and to remonstrate, which accordingly he did, by 
means of Obadiah, prime minister still to the king. I have 
not troubled Israel, but thou and thy father’s house, &c. 

They continued to worship Baal, as their chief God, whose 
priests he offers to confound, at the Mount of Carmel, where, 
from its eminent situation, no fraud could take place. By re¬ 
gal order, they are brought thither in vast multitudes. 

How long, said Elijah to them, do ye halt between two 
opinions ? See. Let the following method be taken to evince 
the truth. The people seem to have been intimidated by the 
royal presence, and did answer to the fair proposal not a 
word, yet seem inclinable to have the trial made. Most curi¬ 
ous in itself and useful. 

Meanwhile, if it be inquired, whence people halt, or become 
dubious which way of life to follow ? One answer may be, 
that, like the lame, they find difficulty in morion at the time ; 
danger upon one side, and strong inclination on the other. 

This produces instability, or hesitating, both as to principle 
and pra£fice. The more thoughtful upon solemn occasions, 
the more they must suffer. Few consider as they ought, that 
capital points carry the clearest evidence with them. As why 
are you a Christian ? Answer, Because there is no system of 
dodlrine and laws equal to that of the gospel. So, why live 
religiously and morally ? Answer, Because by much the saf¬ 
est 3 . 

What so natural to conviction, as an immediate change of 
life to the better ? After-thought producing after-care. And 
to real converts, how clear are the rules of holiness ? Men 
are not vicious from want of evidence, but from undue prepo- 
lent affection, or evil bias, owing to custom and habit. Their 
wishes after good become every day more and more faint. 
They halt less than tKey before did, and in the end, become 
hardened like galley slaves. Miserable state b . 


a Ps:U. xxxiv. n. & c. i Peter iii. IS MicJi vi. 8. 


b Prov. i. 24, &c. 
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V. POPULAR EVIDENCE. 

Chap, xviii. 24. • And all the people answered and said , 

It is well spoken. 

O F all other evidences to truth, undeniable miracle is the 
most obvious, and what the divine wisdom has ever 
employed. Nor judgements, nor mercies, however singular, 
will prevail with some, like Ahaband Jezebel, verse 19, &c. 

Then said Elijah further unto the people, I even I only re¬ 
main, &c. And all the people then approved. How could 
they do otherwise ? The competition was to be a clear one, 
and no cure of idolatry imaginable could well go beyond it. 
The place was conspicuous, and where no art could be used. 
The Idol-worshippers themselves were to be the first sacrificers. 
Yet all their endeavours were to no effect, like what Elijah’s 
words did afterwards produce. They prayed loud and long, 
but had no answer. They did leap and dance, and grew an¬ 
gry, when the true prophet ridicules their folly. Cry aloud, 
and so on. Well pointed irony. They did this, and cut their 
bodies, to the e(fusion of blood, but all in vain. 

Then Elijah repaired the altar of stone, the enemies of truth 
being invited near to see that no fraud upon his part could be, 
verse 32, See. All striking circumstances in support of what 
would happen. Then the prophet of God prayed, let it be, 
&c. Whereupon the fire came down, and did consume the 
sacrifice. How astonishing every thing considered ! And 
when all the people saw, they fell down, and said, the Lord, 
he is the One only the living and true God. But as an ex¬ 
ample of warning, the prophets of Baal are slain, and Ahab 
allowed space to repent. Moreover rain is promised in a- 
bundance. 

Yet all these, with other miraculous circumstances do not 
thoroughly amend him. He would not restore what had been 
most unrighteously usurped. He would not suffer his subje&s 
to go and worship at Jerusalem. What criminal hardening 
is here. Compare with this the manner of the Jews in the 
days of our Blessed Lord. Even the greatest miracles may be 
resisted by hideous perversion. 

VI. 
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VI. STILL SMALL VOICE. 


Chap. xix. 12 . And after the earthquake afire ; but the 
LORD was not in the fire : and after the fire a still small voire. 

T HOUGH God did permit the priests of Baal to be put 
to death by order of Elijah, and when the people were in¬ 
censed, yet might he not have had a clear impulse from heaven 
to that effeft. Therefore, hearing of Jezebel’s sworn revenge, 
verse 2. He fled in great haste to the wilderness. Here he 
sat down much fatigued, under a juniper-tree, and in no small 
terror ; which led him to a degree of impatience. He re¬ 
liefs not what good ends there might yet be for his prolong¬ 
ed life, and a caution to after ages. For more service, he is 
miraculously preserved, for no less than forty days and forty 
nights, till quite out of Jezebel’s reach, at Mount Horeb, 
where Moses, long before, had so many high honours done 
him. 

Here, Elijah is met with three awful trials to his fortitude, 
after having his late rash behaviour brought to mind, palliat¬ 
ing what he could not defend. Thus is he made lit for calm¬ 
er duties. He is shewed what Omnipotence could have done 
in proper season, had Elijah waited for it. He had been jeal¬ 
ous, indeed, but without a warrant. How must his fear have 
now been awakened ? When after the wind, was an earth¬ 
quake, and after the earthquake, a tremendous Are from the 
clouds. Their meaning afterwards he would distinctly appre¬ 
hend. 

A voice as whispering did come to his ears^ and seemingly 
from a distance, which led him to wrap his face in his mantle. 
And as he stood, the voice said unto him, what dost thou here, 
Elijah ? but the voice was still and calm. To which he an¬ 
swers as formerly. It was his zeal. 

“ Hence, see how God’s ways are not as ours, &c. That his will 
is to give space for repentance, whilst there is hope, and not 
like Elijah to cut off* at once. From such rashness, how many 
cruel massacres have happened ? Let us beware of zeal with¬ 
out knowledge. Be not severe till every other method has 

been taken, and even where need is, with relu&ance 
* 

a Rom. xiv. i,&c. Jam i. ao, &c.-— iii. I3,&c, Matth. v. 9. Rom. viii 17. 

The 
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The true spirit of God in speech is still and small a . John 
Baptist had Elijah’s properties without his defeat, so that 
Tlerod feared him b . 


VII. AHAB AND NABOTH. 

Chap. xxi. 4. And Ahab came into his house heavy and dis¬ 
pleased because of the word which Naboth the fezreelite had spoken 
to him ; for he had said , I will not give thee the inheritance of my 
fathers ; and he laid him down upon his bed y and turned away his 
face , and would eat no bread . 

r r^HE meanest and most wretched of all slaves, are they 

JL who, like Ahab, have sold themselves in some sort to 
commit iniquity. They see and approve what it is not in their 
power to practise, and practise in direft opposition to their own 
light. They are held fast in their own fabricated chains. 

When Ahab’s ruin was meditated by Benhadad, king of 
Syria, God, toliis own conviction did interpose *, yet was not 
gratefully acknowledged by him, but the direct reverse. Being 
at ease from war, he conceives a passion for one of his subjects* 
vineyards, whose name was Naboth. Being proprietor by di¬ 
rect lineal inheritance, he chose not to part with it, and this 
threw Ahab into a fever of distress c . The divine laws he 
had no regard to, but would much rather oppress. Herein 
Jezebel gives him every aid she could think of. He laid him 
down, and would not eat. How extravagant ? How detest¬ 
able ! 

Pride compasscth him about as a chain, besides his idolat¬ 
rous greed, lie will not forbear to covet. A case by far too 
common. Money will not always answer to our mind. This 
should give none offence. 

Both Ahab, and Jezebel, however, are displeased, and thd 
last of them out of all measure. Perjury and murder are no¬ 
thing to her. The poor man’s estate is confiscated to the king. 
Monstrous deliberate vices ! The covetous are most inven¬ 
tive. Take head and beware of it d . Contentment is life. 

a I>i. xlii.i, &c. Gal. vi. I, a b Ails iv. 31. John pciii. 17. 

c Lev, x\v ij. Niun. xxxvi. 7 Kzek. xxxvi. 18. U p6al. xxxvii. ig 

c c c viix; 
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VIII. AHAB’s PENITENCE. 

Chap. xxi. 29. Seest thou bow Ahab humbleth himself be¬ 
fore me ? Because he humbleth himself before me f I will not bring 
the evil in his days ; but in his son J s days will I bring the evil upon 
his house . 


I T was in the view of providence to let two wicked princes, 
Benhadad and Ahab, punish each other. First, the king 
of Syria invades Israel, who are preserved for a while to be 
instruments of divine vengeance. 

For Ahab and Jezebel’s enormities their deaths are predicted, 
and none of them to be natural, verse 2 1. Ahab, hearing of 
this from Elijah, is much moved. He rent his garments, &c. 
Strong grief, but temporary, and unreforming. Such an ap¬ 
pearance of good, however, the Lord spares for the present. 
Seest thou, says he to Elijah, &c. The full execution of jus¬ 
tice is deferred. 

Certain measures of repentance may alleviate punishment. 
How much more will real stead last contrition o btain iorgive- 
ness ! Grief is an ordinary mark of penitence, and is what re¬ 
formers do first attempt. For like end, are divine chastise¬ 
ments sent *. An encouraging step, though not always cer¬ 
tain. The smoaking flax may quench, yet should not be de¬ 
spised h . Seest thou, how he humbleth himself before me f 
I will therefore lessen the severity of his sentence. Others 
may prolit from this, to see what a inferable service that of 
sin is. 


Under the gospel, upright repentance is made sure of par¬ 
don, through the one mediator IIovv much are inndeis to 


be pitied ? 


1) Tsa, xlii. 7. c Ai5V> iii ip. Luke- xv.v 47- 

Is.l- ’.V. 3, CS.C. 1 Jo. j. y. 


a Ps:il. cxli. 3, 4. 
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IX. MICAIAH THE SON OF IMLAH. 

i 

Chap. xxii. 8. And the king of Israel said unto Jehosha- 
phatj There is yet one man s Mieaiah the son of hnlah> by •whom 
we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him : For he doth not 
prophesy good concerning me y but evil . And fehoshaphat said y 
Let not the king say so . 

HE kings of Judah and Israel, who had lived for some 
time in variance, now agree to invade the dominions 
of Benhadad, king of Syria, and perhaps, without much pro¬ 
vocation. Be that as it may, they proceed some length, being 
encouraged by false prophets 1 ; and probably upon the ground 
of their united strength. The king of Judah, notwithstand¬ 
ing, wishes Aliab to consult some other \ who answers as in 
the text. 

In the worst of teaching times, there may be some who ad¬ 
here to faith *, such as were Elijah and Mieaiah, with others 
not so generally known. Mieaiah waited with patience, till 
the word of the Lord came clear unto him ; after having 
made use of the prescribed means. He did not run unsent, 
like many who were about him b . 

Such, notwithstanding, as Mieaiah was, are too often hated, 
for giving no countenance to the wicked, and wilfully errone¬ 
ous ! Such pure scripturalists, as we would now say, are apt, 
by popular flatterers, for a time, to be overborne, till Jeho¬ 
vah calls them forth. So it was with the primitive Christi¬ 
ans, and Reformers from popery, whom subsequent ages have 
so justly and highly honoured, even as Mieaiah c . 

His answer to the king seems to have been designedly ob¬ 
scure, but most like with visible signs of derision. Gc^-if you 
will, and see how you prosper. His true meaning is pene¬ 
trated, and yet a little more.time is gained. The measure 
was prudent To so solemn an application by Majesty, the 
prophet makes a brave reply \ I savJ in vision, &e. And 

d Wr c <* i 6. 

Ahab, 


^ V.IBC II. 


b Mutth. vii. 15, kc. 

C c C 2 


c V^rse i j, <$cc. 
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Ahab, king of Israel, said, Did I not, &c. Divine permis¬ 
sions are often set forth in scripture, as actually done by God, 
who tempteth no man to sin c . The present instance is a 
very extraordinary one. Unless the worst have permission, 
they have no power to execute f . Stubborn vice i$ thus pu¬ 
nished of itself, by error upon error. 

Let truth be received in the love of it, which must prevail 
in the end. Pure saint comfort ! In opposition to conscience, 
neither great nor small, are to be regarded s . 


II. KINGS . 

X. AHAZIAH’s DEATH. 

Chap. i. 6 . And they said unto him , There came a man up 
to meet us , and said unto us y Go y turn again unto the king that 
sent you , and say unto him y Thus saith the L,ORD y Is it not because 
there is not a God in Israel that thou sendest to inquire of Baal - 
:zcbub the god of Ekron ? Therefore thou shalt not come down from 
that bed on which thou art gone up y but shalt surely die . 

r T _1 HE Jews were chiefly chosen of God, to preserve true 
A religious knowledge, worship, and practice. What 
tvas miraculously done for them, could not be hid from en¬ 
compassing nations. How, for example, could the three 
years predifted famine be unknown ? And the same way, its 
termination by Elijah’s prayer ? With Ahab and Jezebel’s 
deaths, soon after ? Still, notwithstanding, Jeroboam’s party 
continued their revolt, mixing politics and false principles to¬ 
gether. 

Ahaziah, son of Ahab, is visited by two sore judgements, 
which led him to send messengers h . Baal-zebub, the god of 

f z Thcs. ii. 10, 11. 

A&s xvli. 11. 


e Jam. i. 14, ij. 


g Jude iii. I Tlics. v. zi. 
h Verse 2. 

flies, 
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flies, as his name imports, is consulted, and met with a public 
dreadful revenge, by the instrumentality of Elijah. See how 
little Ahaziah profited by his father’s death. Thou shalt not 
come down, &c. So spake Elijah, and then departed, till the 
fate of that prince should be announced. Think with astonish¬ 
ment of his foolish rage. What manner of man was he, that 
dared of himself to meet you, and utter such words ? They 
describe him, so as not to be misunderstood. And he said, it 
is Elijah for certain. Then sent he for him, by a captain of 
fifty ’ y but whether in a way of menace or honour, may be 
doubted. It was Ahaziah’s last resource, and no matter of 
choice. 

The prophet, from an eminence, which gave an advantage 
to his voice, saw them approach \ and by a supernatural im¬ 
pulse, accompanying his words, brings down fire, which did 
consume them. Terrible to imagine ! But instructive to 
thousands. Not intimidated by one sad example, Ahaziah 
adventures upon a second similar set of messengers, who are 
the same way consumed. 

Still the diseased prince perseveres 5 and happy for him, if 
he hail sent to the prophet, for better instruction : But his 
bodily health is more upon his mind, than spiritual improve¬ 
ment. 

His third messenger, however, is more modest than either 
of the former, saying, Oh man of God, &c. Let my life be 
precious in thy sight. And, from an impulse, equal to woi*ds 
from a visible angel, the Prophet arose, and went down with 
him 11 rito the king, whom he doth boldly address, and certify 
of his death. 

So he instantly departed life, according to the word of the 
Lord a . A convincing testimony to that land, and all around 
it. When those in high ranks are wicked, then is a time of 
much danger, from an implicit following. The rule of faith 
is to be close regarded b . 

a Verse i6, 17. b M-iith. iii. i, &c. 
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XI. ELIJAHS ASSUMPTION. 

Chap. ii. 12. And Elisha saw it, and he cried y My father* 
my father / The chariot of Israel , and the horsemen thereof A' J. 
he saw him no more : And he took hold of his oiun clothes , and 
rent them in two pieces. 

^pHE assumption of Elijah seems to hive beon designed 
for a certain evidence to those time';, of another and 
better world to the good, beyond this. The circumstances 
then, must have been easier understood, than since. Him¬ 
self, as well as his successor Elisha, must have foreseen it, as 
somehow or other, a speedy departure from life. 

Gilgal and Bethel were both noted place > for divine wor¬ 
ship ; whence, as well as from love to his master, he would 
not be separated. At both places, they are aho met by other 
prophets, who seem to have been let into the same know¬ 
ledge. They are urged, not in the least to disturb their few 
remaining hours. All well prepared for the grand event. 

Still he would have Elisha to abide where he was, till he 
went the length of Jericho, where, it is probable, was another 
prophetic school, but yields to filial afte< 5 hon. Here they are 
met as before. Elijah would next proceed to Jordan, and 
Elisha will not part with him. By the river they stood, as 
ruminating, when Elijah, with his mantle, smote the running 
water; and both did pass over dry. A noted sign to the 
last, of his favour with God. Here he asks Elisha, what he 
would have done for him ? And who desires a double portion 
of his spirit, dike that of a first-born to the father’s inheri¬ 
tance. Not merely miraculous, but of wisdom, fortitude, and 
zeal, in divine service; looking unto God as original, and to 
Elijah only as his instrument. If such was the will of heaven, 
it would be made known to him, by a sign. 

Going oil, and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of 
fire, and so on. Suitable emblems of future trials to Elisha. 
Then are they parted from each other, as by a whirlwind, into 

heaven. 
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heaven. Majestic vision ! My father, my father, my useful 
instructor. The chariot of all Israel, and the horsemen there¬ 
of. Only applicable to an active prophet, in warring days. 
And he saw him personally no more, but rent his clothes in 
grief, and took lip the mantle of Elijah, which fell from him , 
making use of it, as a token of the Spirit, to repass Jordan. 

How extensive and clear was this evidence to Israel, of & 
future state ! And how must it have spread. The body, 
which could not be found, had been changed in the ascent. 
Such another immediate change to all the good at death, may 
happen, though not to the body, yet to a building of God a . 
They shall never die. They cease to be mortal b . And our 
Blessed Lord’s ascent also c . 


XII. ELISHA AND THE PROPHETS. 


Chap, ii. 15. And •when the sons of the prophets, •which 
ivere to view at Jericho, saw him , they said , The spirit of Elijah 
doth rest on Elisha . And they came to meet him , and bowed 
themselves to the ground before him . 


E LISIIA, in his return from Jordan, was met by a num¬ 
ber of pious students from the schools of the prophets, 
nigh to Jericho, who seem to have known what favour, and 
what power had been devolved upon hixn, and of which he 
soon gave confirmatory evidences. He assures them, that 
Elijah’s body was never to be found \ which, upon trial made 
by the stoutest of them, was made certain. 

Again, Jericho being pleasantly situated, but ill off for wa¬ 
ter \ he was moved by a simple mean, under God, to change 
what was brackish, into sweet and wholesome. Further, but 
much more grievous to think of, as he was going up to Bethel, 
another school of the prophets, he is met by a multitude of 
young people, styled children, after the Hebrew manner, who, 
probably instigated by idolatrous parents, did mock him, as 
bald-head, and no more fit to be seen than his master Elijah r 


LMatth. xvii. 1, 3 cc. c Rom viii. 10. 
1 The* iv. 13, &c. 


2 The* i. 7, &c. 
which 


a 1 Cor. v. 1. 
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which was instantly and awfully punished. Elisha d?d not 
literally curse or imprecate, but did certify a vengeance to 
happen ; as in the cases afterwards, of Ananias, Sapphira, and 
Elyrnas the sorcerer. Accordingly, there came forth two she 
bears, which destroyed them. They might then have been 
just robbed of their whelps. A public, and affedling lesson to 
that people, as well as awful entry upon religious office ! But 
necessary. The correction of a few, might prevent worse. 
If children, they might be compensated afterwards. 

From thence, Elisha went to Mount Carmel, where was 
another school of the prophets ; and some time afterwards to 
Samaria. For most part amongst idolaters, and with inferiors 
as to office, ready to aCt, as appointed by heaven, and who oc¬ 
casionally did foresee things to come 3 . They did also warn 
the disobedient, and encourage the good. In many cases, 
their words led to the Messiah ; as did those of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. In the van of the whole stood Moses 
Shews that prophet to have been a president of such college, 
or seminary ; whence, to the time of the captivity, there was 
a plentiful supply, both for the above purposes, and expoun cl¬ 
ing the law c . Retired sons of the prophets d . /Many of 
whom left no writings 9 such as those of Moses, Samuel, Da¬ 
vid, Isaiah, Jeremiah, &c. till the days of Malachi, when that 
order of men seems to have ceased; and the new covenant 
introduced by John Baptist, a second Elijah e . 

Now, by Christ, the worlds, or rather the ages are finish¬ 
ed out f . Now Jew and Gentile are united, by infallible New 
Testament teaching. 


a 1 Sam. is. 9. b Hum xii. 6. Doit, xxxiv. 18. 1 Sam. vii. 6. 

c 1 Sam. xix. 18, &c. d 2 Kings ii. 3, pU\—iv. 3S. i Citron, xx.tiv. 29, 11. 
1 Kings xi. 29. Exod. xv. 20. Jud iv. 4. » c Mai iv. 4. 

Lu. i. ii. Matth. xvii. 12. cum part' Hub i. j. f E]h. ii. 20, &c. 
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XIII. ZEAL TEMPERED BY DEVOTION. 

Chap. iii. 15. But now bring me a minstrel. And it came 
to pass, when the minstrel played, fbat the hand of the Lord came 
upo?i him. 

J EHORAM, not just so bad as his father Ahab had been, 
is refused tribute out of Moab’s territory, which led to 
war, though apprehensive somewhat of inferiority, so that he 
sought aid from Jehoshaphat, king of Ju ah, and the prince, 
or viceroy of Edom. Without consulting the divine oracle 
at Jerusalem, the three resolve to fetch a compass, for sur¬ 
prising the Moabite, and through grounds they were yet ig¬ 
norant of. Here, from want of water, they are brought into 
great distress. 

Then, but late, they think of God a. By a servant, they 
are directed to Elisha. Jehoshaphat recollects this, and how 
he had erred. So they all went down respeCtfully to the 
prophet, and he, moved with zeal against idolatrous Jeho- 
ram, said, what have I to do with thee, &c. ? Natural, but 
not mild. Get thee to the prophets of thy fathers. The 
king of Israel takes with the rebuke. 

Elisha cools at the presence of Jehoshaphat, and yet is brave. 
A remain of conscious passion leads him to ask for a soothing 
minstrel, or skilful devout singer and player. - The meek 
God will guide into judgement. And it came to pass, that 
the hand of the Lord, the same as a divine impulse, was felt 
by him ♦, and he gave forth his directions for an entire con¬ 
quest. 

Zeal, even in good men, may be too bitter at times b . An 
awful certification. Whilst we hate error and vice; we ought 
yet more to be grieved c . *An honest grief will soon become 
mild. Alas for you, Scribes, Pharisees, and Hypocrites d . 

» Verse 10. b Jam. iii. 13, &c. c Mark iii. & 

d Match xxiii. throughout 1 , would be a just translation. 

Isa. xlii. 2, &c. 

D d d Feeling 
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Feeling a tendency towards bitter zeal, it may be proper to 
recollect some soothing divine celebrations as did Elisha. If 
God so bears with men, how ought they to bear with each 
other ? Forgive and ye shall be forgiven Counsels of peace 
from God’s word, ought to be much studied b . Be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath c . 

XIV. PAYING DEBTS. 

Chap. iv. 7. Then she came and fold the man of God ; and 
he said , Go> sell the oil t and pay thy debt y and live 9 thou and thy 
children of the rest . 

A Poor widow woman, who had been the wife of a pro¬ 
phet,is left under debt, possibly owing to more than pro¬ 
per hospitality. She is pursued by a rigorous creditor, to have 
her sons for bondsmen, to work off the debt. Far from com¬ 
mendable, though at times permitted by law. 

The widow applies to Elisha, and he hears her with com¬ 
passion. He seems even to have been supernaturally moved, 
verse 2d. And he said, go, sell what thou hast, &c. Here 
is an evidence of just respect for law, even when hardly pressed. 
Two working sons from a bnenvubw was dreadful to think 
of. Incapable too, from age and grief. One may be able to 
lend, who has no heart. Bv the height of law such mav in- 

9 * O * 

Jure. What in common is a good servant, has power at times 
to oppress. Yet rather than infringe law God would work a 
miracle. 

A debt may be lawful though not contracted by vice, for 
he who was deceased was a man that did fear the Lord. This 
may be no excuse, but an extenuation d .. Mere designing 
imprudence is not always to be condemned with rigour. 
Therefore doth God pity the immediate sufferers from this. 
And Elisha said, what shall I do unto thee ? He, at the same 
time lifts up his soul unto God, and is answered. An affect¬ 
ing passage! The relief is miraculous, and yet justice must 
be done. Go, pay, and be happy. 

aM'fflv v. 44 &c — xi. 28. Tir. i. 4, < 5 cc. H^!\ iv 14, <.*kc. 

b I T»m. iv. iz. c Gal. vi. I, 2 . d I Tun. v, 8 

Owe 
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‘ Owe no man any thing, if possible. Live not above income. 
Misfortunes may happen the most accurate in business. Then, 
lay open books, and find mercy. Pay if possible the balance 
of what was compounded for. Justice is sacred, as to both 
principal and interest. With wages of iniquity in one’s taber¬ 
nacle, how can they he happy ? A good conscience is our 
best law. Ample restitution argues heroic excellence. Lead 
not thyself to be tempted. Over-borrow not. Over-trade not b . 

XV. ELISHA’S CHAMBER. 

Chap. iv. 10. Let us make a little chamber , I.pray thee , on 
the nva/l ; and let us set for him there a bed , and a table , and a stool, 
and a candlestick : and it shall be , -when he comeih to us, that he 
shall turn in thither . 

A Great part of Elisha’s duty, at least for some time, was 
to travel from one school of prophets to another, 
which led him frequently to pass by Shunem, belonging to 
the tribe of Issachar c . 

Here lived a woman of great wealth, and given to hospi¬ 
tality, who did constrain him by argument to turn in to her 
house, at meal time. The prophet civilly complies, and aftcr^ 
wards puts her to less soliciting trouble, lie becomes her guest 
unasked, as finding the family not unfriendly to his devout ex¬ 
ercises. At length having leave of her husband, they build an 
adjoining chamber for him, whither at pleasure he might re¬ 
tire. It was both simple in itself and simply furnished. A 
bed, a stool, a table and-candlestick. Here he was to meet 
with no interruption. How satisfying to think what a small 
matter may answer mere human necessaries ? Here he could 
read, write, and pray. His candlestick was probably a torch, 
or cruise for evening. A mind not burdened with the cares 
of life is best suited for contemplation. The hostess herself 
must have been devout. 

Sooner or later will such meet with an adequate rccompence. . 
Bread and water for most part are far from being expensive, 

b Mic. vi. 8. Tit.ii, 11, iz. c J«ish. xix. 18. 
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yet will not be forgotten. In other cases, the measures of 
hospitality may be various. The more ease and freedom the 
better. Conform to household manners while they are 
decent. The public have right to judge for income to their 
established teachers. The life of man thank God consisteth 
not in abundance. A little room, with necessaries will do. 
A most wise and gracious determination of heaven ! 

There is no need for choosing a recluse life with poverty. 
A fortune may be usefully lived up to. Exclusion from active 
goodness is no part of a devout turn, but the reverse. To 
whom much is given much will be required. A heart for 
pious offices will never want time. The abuse of wealth and 
grandeur should never be placed to their own account. Thus 
did not our Shunamite. 

A blessed memorv still, and whom God did bless. Elisha 

j J 

is grateful under a divine impulse. See how he spoke to 
Gehazi, and the person whom he did serve. Behold, thou 
hast been careful, &c. What is to be done for thee ? Wouldst 
thou be spoken for to the king ? and so on. He was in high 
favour ever since the Moabite war. Her prompt answer 
shewed an happy indifference for this world. I dwell among 
mine own people, &c. A noble independent soul! and Ge¬ 
hazi answered for her, She hath no child, and her husband is 
old. 

Calling then upon her once more to the threshold of the 
door, he assures her, from above, that in the proper season 
from that time she should embrace a son. At first she under¬ 
stands this to be a jest, which is all the lie to be understood 
in the narrative, but afterwards, no doubt, is satisfied. 

In the sight of God, pious hospitality is most acceptable. 
Posterity not unseldom reap advantages from it. Those of a 
future world are still more certain. There must all along be 
accommodation to circumstances. 


XVI. 
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XVI. THE SHUNAMITFs SON RECOVERED. 

Chap. iv. 27. And when she came to the man of GoDto the 
hilly she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust 
her away* And the man of God said y Let her alone ; for her 
soul is vexed within her; and the LORD hath hid it from me y 
and hath not told me, 

M OST simple and tender is this relation throughout. 

Great was the woman verily in wealth, rank and vir¬ 
tue. Disinterestedly hospitable. She is rewarded by a sou 
in her old age. The child grew up and was able to walk a- 
broad with his wealthy father, to sheep shearing, or other like 
work. What with heat and fatigue he is at one time seized 
with a fever, carried home and died in his mother’s arms. 
What a trial ! 

Yet is the devout lady so much mistress of herself, as to re¬ 
coiled what Elijah had done in a like case, and entertains hope 
from his successor Elisha. After putting the dead body in a 
proper place, and without alarming the greater part of her 
household, she orders one of her chief servants to carry her 
straight to the prophet at Carmel, who meets her with all due 
courteousness. The narrative is affeding ! 

It is well, for certain, said she, since God has so ordered 
it •, yet, I have a request to make of thee, his servant, with, the 
most humble submission. Let her alone, said he to his ser¬ 
vant, for her soul is vexed, &c. His words are excellent, and 
well becoming ! He, as every other ought, reveres the afflic¬ 
ted, and will hear her to the last for consolation. 

A person in extreme woe is sacred. Laftanius. How little 
thought of by our blessed Lord’s enemies, when he endured 
the cross and the shame ? To see, and weep with theni-that 
weep, is in so far giving real immediate comfort. Let her a- 
lone ! She is bitter in soul. 

Then she said, Did I desire a son of my Lord ? The gift was 
free, and unexpeded. Not quite fair it must be owned, but 
having much, of pitiable nature in it. He who alone could 

give, 
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give, had right to take away. But bitter grief will hide this in 
a moment. 

Then gave he his staff to the trusty Gehazi, with proper 
instructions. Yet did not these satisfy altogether a soul next 
to overcome. As the Lord liveth, and thy soul livetk, I will 
not leave thee. Humane Elisha hears her to the last, and a- 
rose, and followed her. 

Gehazi, who went before, did as he was ordained, but with¬ 
out success. This honour is now left to the prophet. He 
went in to where the child lay, and prayed for his life, hav¬ 
ing an unquestionable divine impulse to that purpose. He 
uses means who did not doubt of success. There is often a wise 
gradation in miracles, to render them the more remarkable, 
and certain to the world. Every movement towards a com¬ 
plete recovery is watched. Then said he, take up thv son. 
Marvellous goodness ! Enlightening to a whole country ! 
A special motive to beneficence ! 

Hence too, we learn the true method of consoling. God is 
principal all along. , 

XVII. NAAMAN CURED. 

Chap. v. i o. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, say¬ 
ing, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy jlesk shall come 
again to thee, and thou shall he clean . 

V ARIOUS methods in the course of providence are made 
use of to enlighten candid minds. Of this sort was 
Naaman, while living among idolaters. His servant maid was 
an Israelite, and spoke to him at times, of the One true God 
with success. Whether she was his as a captive, or by pur¬ 
chase is uncertain. Finding her master to be gentle, she em¬ 
braces opportunities offered to communicate truth, and made 
known, far superior advantage to Naaman, the prophet of. 
Samaria, as one who might do him service. He,being leprous, 
hopes for good both to his soul and body. With leave of hi^ 
prince, and a recommendatory letter to the king of Israel, he 
goes to the prophet. Whatever might be in the letter, it was 

in the beginning understood as a snare to produce between 

them 
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them a quarrel, which he was then in no proper condition 
for, and did grieve him, saying, am I a god, £:c. ? 

This being reported to the prophet, he obtains the king’s 
permission tor an interview. So Naaman comes with a nume¬ 
rous and splendid equipage, to the door of Elisha’s house, 
who, unaccustomed to such things, and from reverence to the 
law of Moses, did not give one so infectiously distempered ad¬ 
mittance. 

Herein he exhibits a clear proof of his prophetic chamber, 
with willingness at the same time to oblige, by messengers. 
Go, and wash in Jordan’, 8cc. Then return for ready access 
clean, verse 1 . Both from respeCt to office, and presents, he 
looked for a more quick and welcome reception. He is dis¬ 
pleased, and thinks lightly of the mode of cure, expeCling 
prayers in place of what had been prescribed to him. Making 
no use of these, he sends him to cold water, understood to be 
rather hurtful. Or, if not so, are not those of Abana and 
Pharpar, in Damascus equally good, and much more conve¬ 
nient ? So he turned and went away. His servants, less in 
passion, presume to advise, and their counsel, delivered by one 
of the chief, is taken. If the prophet bid thee, and so on ? 
Then went he and dipped himself, and his flesh came again 
like that of a child, pure and sweet. See his gratitude from 
verse 1^. Behold, now I know that there is no God in all 
the earth, but in Israel, &c. 

He next offers ^ large present or blessing, to the Lord’s 
servant, who handsomely refuses to accept. It is his gracious 
work, whom thou now, more than ever, dost believe in, and 
worship. Looking back upon the whole, how wonderfully 
good is God to upright minds ? His secret is with them that 
fear him. Naaman despises not a glimpse of truth, and is 
carried still forward. At length, he is cured in soul and bod/ 
together. The meek God doth guide into judgement. They 
shall come to know whatever is necessary to their salvation. 

Means, however, must be used, though small they may be 
in appearance. It is enough, that God appoints. Divi :ie 
authority and promises ensure the blessing to Jordan. Of 

God 
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God is the increase. Superstitious pride should reflect upori 
this. So oughr hateful, and hating dividers. 

Hearken with patience to good advice, even from an inferi¬ 
or a . Lofty speculations are not always the safest. Correct 
anger in others, and do this with softness. Simplicity is the 
garb of true religion h . 

Be grateful both to God, and to men. This was much for 
Naaman’s honour. Neither be uncivilly rough. Prophets, in 
particular, should exemplify self denial. At best, they are on¬ 
ly divine instruments. 


XVIII. GEHAZI SMITTEN. 

Chap. v. 27. The leprosy therefore of Na am an shall cleave 
unto thee , and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his 
presence a leper as white as snow . 

T HEY that will be rich, run great hazards c . Even the 
servant and companion of Elisha did suffer from it. 
In one sad hour, he forgets all the spiritual advantages he had 
been favoured with. What Elisha did nobly refuse, Gehazi 
did covet. He is overcome by the sight of loaded carriages 
with presents, and devises to obtain them, by a slandering lie. 
As the Lord liveth, &c. One great evil begets a worse, and 
sometimes nearly without end. 

Naaman is complaisant, from religious principle. Is all 
well ? and so on. Is there peace, marginally ! The liar re¬ 
turns, Behold, even now, my master hath sent me, &c. Give, 
I pray thee, to two young men of the prophets, what himself 
cannot afford. Deliberate, egregious villany! More than 
what he sought, it is probable, he could not carry back. 

The grateful generous Naaman loads him. And, when 
they came to the tower where Elisha lodged, or more agree¬ 
able to the margin, the secret place, wherein he was accus¬ 
tomed to lay up ; Gehazi took the two bags from their hands, 

a Matth. ii. 35. b Mic. vi. 8. Tit. ii. 11, See. c 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 

&c. 
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toe. To be deposited unknown to others. Then, let the 
men depart. Adventuring to make his appearance before 
Elisha, he is asked, Whence comest thou ? To which a new, 
base, and impudent falsehood, is returned. Muchlike Afts v. 
from verse 3. At once untrue and impious. The master dis* 
closes this to him, saying, Is it a time to receive money? And so 
on. The leprosy, therefore, of Naaman shall cleave into thee, 
and thy posterity for ever. Such of them, at least, as had 
any knowledge of the transaction, and so to suffer during life, 
or according to others, generations, afterwards not a few. In 
this last case, the wise love of heaven would make it up to in¬ 
nocent children spiritually, and eternally. Meanwhile, a 
wicked parent must feel much. Thus, certain vices do make 
long, and dreadful transmissions ; such as the sensual, riotous, 
and treasonable. 

So Gehazi went out from Elisha leprous,- and of the worst 
Jrind, white as snow . Lying is next to inseparable from co¬ 
vetousness. For most part, soon known, hated and other¬ 
wise punished. Down-right plagues to the social compaft b . 
How many oblique methods do such try for gain ? These 
should not be taught, even by warning them. In certain ca¬ 
ses, sacrilege itself will be ventured upon. Oaths aggravate 
falsehood % 


XIX. PROPHETS REMOVE TO JORDAN. 

Chap. vi. 3. And one said y Be content y I pray thee , and go 
with thy servants. And he answeredy I will go. 

F ROM the earliest times, the Jews had prophets sent 
among them J . Though a chief part of their business 
was to foretell, yet did they instruct, warn, and encourage. 
They were, for most part trained up in schools, denominated 
from them ; and in different places of the land. 

a t Tim. vi. 9, 10. b Epli. iv. %j y &c. 

d J r. vii. -25. 

E e e 


c Eph. iv. 31. 

Besides 
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Besides studying the law, pious celebrations of Omnipotent 
Love, was their frequent exercise. This, too, was called pro¬ 
phesying, and in which others did occasionally join them d . 
The schools of Bethel, Jericho, and Gilgal, were likewise fa¬ 
mous. At this last, Elisha, as their distinguished head, was 
spoken to, for a removal. Behold now the place where we 
are is strait, &c. Though numerous, they were unwilling to 
divide. To this, Elisha gave an immediate consent. Yet 
could they not think of his leaving them. He answers to their 
request, I go. 

Intimacies, when commenced young, are not easily broken 
off. The best of natures, and religious withal, do feel this 
most e . Elisha, too, did wonders, which they would incline 
to be witnesses of. Hereby, both their own, and the faith of 
others was improved f . 

The trees were numerous about Jordan, it is probable ; 
where, in place of mountain-cells, materials might be had for 
houses of better accommodation. The woods, considerably 
cleared, would make shelter and walking agreeable *, without 
tempting, like groves, to what was idolatrous and sensual. 
Here the songsters of heaven would collect themselves, so as 
to aid a devout turn, with the soothing murmurs or Jordan. 
Wood, water, and music, all conjoin *>'. 

Counsel and might together did join in carrying orl their 
work. After all, interruptions will happen. One of the 
students felling a beam, the axe-head fell into the water h , 
which gave rise to a miracle. Alas, master, said he, for it 
was borrowed. An instrument valuable, and probably rare. 
Suspicions too, might arise, hurtful to the character of a grave 
and professedly pious student. Ail justly moving to a tender 
conscience. 

The pious humane superior, felt for his spiritual son; and 
recovered the axe-head in a manner that should be well at¬ 
tended to. 

d I Sun. six- e xxxiii. i< 5 , &c. 

g Vr-nl. civ. io } 


f Luke i. 3. 
h Verse 4. 


This, 
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This, with half thinkers, may appear an interposition be¬ 
neath the sole author of miracle-working. But, when read 
with genuine candour, will appear every way worthy of him; 
to encoilrage true godliness, and strengthen faith 5 saying, 
Who is like to Israel’s God ? Both in themselves, and among 
others. 


XX. ELISHA SAVED FROM THE KING OF 

SYRIA. 

Chap. vi. 23. And he prepared great provision for them : 
A fid when they had eaten and drunk , he sent them away ) and they 
went to their master . So the bands of SyrTa came no mord into 
the land of Israel. 

B UT a few there are, who soberly inquire after truth. 

So disregardless Benhadad, king of Syria, even after a 
most signal deliverance *, he forgets all, and designs utter ruin 
for Israel, and their now most eminent prophet. Flattered bv 
inferiors, he concerts with them an invasion Yet once and 
again is obstructed by means of Elisha. Hence, he is roused 
to absolute fury ; suspecting that certain of his servant-officers 
might be concerned, one of them at length ascribes the whole 
disappointment of his measures to Israel’s prophet, as privy 
to the very secrets of his bed-chamber k . 

From Dotham, Elisha with a servant, in room of Gehazi, 
fled, hunted by horsemen, and war-chariots. Trusting in 
God, he calmly replies to his attendant in fright; fhey that 
be with us are more than they that be with them. After 
prayer by the prophet, the morning lours ; darkness ensues to 
the blinding of their eyes 5 whilst a vision of light appears to 
the prophet, and his servant. 

Then came Elisha to the groping Syrian foe, and said, this 
is not the way to get into possession him whom you seek. 

i Verse 3 , &c. k Verse 13. 

Eee 2 True 
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True this was, though not declaring every circumstance. 
When the darkness removed, they saw that they were in midst 
of Samaria, with its king and Elisha just at hand. Whereupon 
the former asks for leave to smite, and was forbid. To kill in 
cold blood, the man of God would not suffer. It is base, and 
cowardly. Mark what follows, and admire! They are not 
thy captives, but those of heaven. Let this be read. Glori¬ 
ously beneficent! 

A war of defence, well ended, is matter of pious praise. Let 
protection to truth and right be prayed for. This seldom 
fails of good effeCL Stratagems in war are not understood as 
lies. Terms of peace are to be conceived as bonds of lasting 
union. 

It is good for a nation to be able to say, that war doth not 
originate from them. And it is for the glory of such, that 
they be faithful to engagements. 


XXI. FAMINE AT SAMARIA CEASETH. 

Chap. vii. i. Thus saith the LoRD> To-morrow , about this 
timcy shall a measure offine four be sold for a shekel , and two mea n 
sures of barley for a shekel , in the gate of Samaria . 

T HE famine at Samaria had been long and terrible. Na¬ 
ture shudders to think of its effects. Superstitious 
penitence is exemplified by the idolatrous king himself, with 
cruel boiily sufferings. Suspecting Elisha as the cause, by the 
interest he had with his God j he swore by that very God to 
be his ruin. Whilst the prophet sat in his house, and several 
elders with him, a man was sent before the king, to execute 
what had been rashly and impiously sworn to. His coming 
is supcrnaturally announced by Elisha, and proper instructions 
given to those around him. 

They are both nigh, is meant by the question put by the 
prophet. And, while he yet talked with them, behold the 

messenger 
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messenger came down, and charges their Lord God with 
their sad national distress. Why then "delay to punish his 
instrument ? A hideous thought! But the prophet’s return 
doth either appease or disable him from striking. Hear ye 
then, what my God saith, &c. By to-morrow, about that 
time, bread and other necessaries were to be sold much cheap¬ 
er ; and that in the gate of Samaria, where both courts and 
markets were held. An attendant of the king expresses his 
incredulity by strong language. If the Lord whom you 
speak of, would make windows, Sec, Wit ill-timed, as it was 
irreligious. Not uncommon neither, both before and since. 

Elisha, however, stops not to argue with him; but pro¬ 
ceeds to assure the ridiculing man of what he should see, and 
yet not be able to eat of. Very singular this, and fitted to 
move attention. 

The colloquy which follows, between four starving lepers, 
excluded from society, is very curious, and should be perused 
with care. Let us come and fall unto the host of the besieg¬ 
ing Syrians, See, If they save us for captives, we shall live $ 
if they kill us, we shall speedily die. And they do so, in the 
twilight of evening. As they approached the camp, behold 
there was not a single, man there 5 for the Lord Most 
Higu had struck them with a panic. 

They left their tents, with all that was in them, and fled. 
An amazing fulfilment to Elisha’s prophesy, and only to be 
accounted for, after a supernatural method. Who, save an 
Omniscient God, could foresee what depended upon so many 
contingencies ? What human imagination could devise such a 
history ? Unequalled quite, till the times of our Saviour. 

But see, and admire the sequel. The four leprous men 
adventure from camp to camp, where they found food and 
drink in great plenty; besides silver, gold, and garments. 
After enriching themselves, they informed the Samaritans. 
A day of good things verily ! First, as was natural, they in¬ 
form the king’s household. The chief ruler supposes an am¬ 
bush to have been laid. Not amiss as a general. He pro¬ 
ceeds with caution, and finds all as had been told him, and 


even 
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even more to common advantage ; fulfilling Elisha’s words to 
the very letter. . 

The Lord of the king’s bed-chamber is appointed to the 
charge of the gate, and trampled to death, by & hurrying crowd, 
in the sight of great plenty, which yet he could not eat. 
Such was the predicted fate of a scorner, and open to all. An 
eminent witness for divine truth. Yet, alas, though felt at 
the time, not with lasting impression ! Idolaters they did 
abide, till led into captivity \ which still continues. 

XXII. HAZAEL. 

Chap. viii. 12. And Hazael said) Why weepeth my ford ? 
And he answered) Because I know the evil that thou wilt do un¬ 
to the children of Israel: Their strong hold f wilt thou set on fire , 
and their young men wilt thou slay with the sword , and wilt dash 
their children , and rip up their women with child . 

H AZAEL, some considerable time before, had it fore¬ 
told to him, that he should one day be king of Syria, 
and that with so much certainty as though God did appoint 
Elijah to anoint him, which yet was not done, more than 
Nimshi there spoken of, and after the same manner. It was 
in the decree of heaven and by way of permission. 

Thus was Hazael to become king, though most unrighte¬ 
ously. He did usurp the throne, and after various cruel crimes. 

Eenhadad, the king in possession, falling sick, by advice of 
a woman whom he had obliged, did send to Elisha, by Hazael, 
and with a handsome present, according to the manner of the 
East, to inquire if the disease would prove mortal. The pro¬ 
phet’s answer was, it might not, if left to the disease alone, for 
neither duty nor power, ic may be at the time might allow 
him to go further. Howbeit, adds he, the Lord hath shew¬ 
ed me, that he, after some other way, shall surely die. A 
word of caution to the prince. 

Then settling his countenance upon Hazael, and in visible 

horror, the man of God himself did weep. This the king’s 
officer did ask the reason of \ to whom Elisha did answer, as 

in 
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in verse 12. because of the evil that thou shalt do, &c. And 
Hazael said, but what, is thy servant a dog, that he should aft 
after such manner ? Elisha adds, the Lord hath shewed me, 
that thou shalt be king of Syria. 

The rest is terrible, but maybe perused in private a . Hence 
may be seen, how little people, even of rank and education, 
may know themselves. We wonder less at the rashness of 
youth. But the ignorance of age and literature is much less 
pitiable ; yet is not this rare. Think of David's quiet, till the 
prophet Nathan came; of St. Peter, too, under the New 
Testament. Such records are meant to shew mankind how 
necessary self-knowledge is h . 

One temptation hearkened to, may be very hazardous. 
Had not Hazael been ambitious, he would have shuddered 
to commence a transgressor deliberately, but to smother one 
iii a fever—a king, and with an appearance of friendship, was 
indeed like a dog. The aspiring mind did lead to this. Re¬ 
sist in time what sin doth easiest beset. But he that despis- 
eth little things will perish by little and little. 

Wickcd men, and seducers grow worse and worse c . Mark 
the sad progress of Hazael, from burning to ripping up. In 
course of lime one breach doth terminate in what is irrepar¬ 
able. O youth, youth, make a bold stand in the beginning, 
lake then a hint of friendship d . It is easier to keep clean 
than to cleanse e . 


XXIII. MEANS NEGLECTED, AGGRAVATE 

GUILT. 


Chap, xvii. 13, See. Y'et the LORD testified against Israel 
snd against Judah by all the prophets 9 and by all the seers , saying , 
Turn ye from your evil ways , and keep my commandments , and my 
statutes , according to all the law which I commanded your fathers , 
and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets . 


B ESIDES common diftates of reason. Almighty Love 
has used other means to sanftify and save men. They 


a From verse 14. b Rom. ii. i, &c. 
c He b. iii, 16. 


c James i. 14,15. d Psal. cxix 9. 
Match. 28, &c. 
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were not wanting even in paradise. Cain had a fair warning. 
The heads, or inventors of arts, owed much to heaven. The 
patriarchs still more : Moses and the prophets, from Samuel 
until John. Above them ail, Jesus the beloved Son of God c . 

To preserve from polytheism and idolatry was a chief design 
of Judah’s election. The miracles wrought among them were 
fit to become extensively known. Their cure and return 
from the Babylonish captivity was of singular use. To the 
prophets before, and about that time, the passage before us 
doth relate. A disregard to such did greatly aggravate vice, 
as doth that of other and superior means still. 

The sum of ail practical religion is to cease from evil, and 
learn to do well. And what can be more reasonable ? How 
gracious is it in God to wait for this, to instruct and expos¬ 
tulate ? It may be now or never, heaven or hell. The divine 
nature and authority are both opposed to wilful transgressors. 
How good is God in his precepts ? How great his reward ? 
Not to hear and obey is to harden, and it may be inconquer- 
ably, like an Ethiopian to change his skin. 

The source of all is want of true faith properly exercised J . 
Regular pure worship alone can prevent this c . A covenant be¬ 
lief must be powerful. To count the blood of Christ as un¬ 
holy, how tremendous ! 


XXIV. RABSHAKEH OVERTHROWN. 


Chap. xix. 15. AndHezekiahprayed before the LoRD y and 
said , 0 LORD God of Israel , •which dwellest between the cheru - 
bimsy thou art the G0D y even thou alone , of all the kingdoms of the 
earth ; ffcoit hast made heaven and earth . 


H EZEKIAH was by far the best successor to king David, 
and not a little tried, from the covetousness and pride 
of an Assyrian prince. Some years before this, that causeless 
foe sent Judah a message, either to raise for him, by taxation, 
a large sum of money, or to abide the consequences ot an inva¬ 
sion. Without waiting, as would seem, for divine counsel. 


c Match, v. ij, &c 


iii. 26. d Gen. xixix. 9. 
e xvi. 8. 


Tit. i. 16. 
Hezekiah 
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Hezekiah made choice of the former, and that in part out of 
tiie temple-treasures, with some of its ornaments. 

This served only to increase the Assyrian rapacity. A se¬ 
cond message was sent yet more exorbitant, accompanied with 
blasphemous railings, which exceedingly vexed the pious king, 
and led him in deep penitence to the temple, which in his late 
terror he had so rashly injured. 

Here he meets some of his chiefs visibly humbled as himself 
was. Thither they sent for Isaiah, the son of Amoz, a most 
renowned prophet, verse 3. Their trouble and rebuke they 
do not conceal, but lament; having still to all appearance the 
prospect of worse, as when a woman has no strength to bring 
forth. It may be, notwithstanding, that the Lord our God 
will hear, and so on. 

And Isaiah, moved by divine impulse, did make a suitable 
reply, Be not affraid of the words, &c. Behold, I will send a 
blast upon him, verse 35. A rumour of warning from dif* 
ferent quarters, the blasphemer was to hear. Think now of 
the proud boasting letter put into Hezekiah’s hands by a mes¬ 
senger from Rabshakeh, and how devoutly the king did spread 
it before God. 

Omniscience needs not this, but it was an evidence of great 
concern and alFeclion. So is it in other cases, to be particular 
when petitioning. A chief use of prayer is to affeCI ourselves, 
and so qualify to receive. It likewise heightens the sense of 
divine perfection and goodness. Thus all do feel who restrain 
not prayer before God. 

* 

Hezekiah’s address is admirable. Thou art God, even thou 
alone, &c. Sublimely grand and sweet. The contrast here 
is fit and powerfully afte&ing. Israel's God, is sole, univer¬ 
sal Sovereign. Bow down thine ear, is spoken after the man¬ 
ner ol men, to signify a special attention. The choice of judge¬ 
ment is left to unerring wisdom. 

The gods of those whom the Assyrian had destroyed were 
properly speaking none. Save thou us, O Lord, whose are 
all the kingdoms of the earth, that these may know, is 
the sum of Hezekiah’s devout request. It is generously spirit¬ 
ual. He succeeds, verse 20, 35. 


Pride 
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Pride is smote by a pestilence. How memorable a victory 
over polytheism and idolatry ? It must have been soon known 
through all the east. 


XXV. HEZEKIAH’s sickness and recovery. 


Chap. XX. 3. 1 beseech thee y 0 L,ORD y remember now ho w 

I have walked before thee in truth y and with a perfect heart , and 
have done that which is good in thy sight . And Hezekiah wept 
sore . 


OME few days, or years after, the above pious Hezekiah 
a is taken sick, and life not expected. Set thy house in 
order, said the prophet, for thou shalt surely die. Still how¬ 
ever revocable, as in the case of Nineveh By house, we are 
to understand kingdom. Having as yet no son that we read 
of, and various public affairs to settle, he might, as a patriot 
prince, be much affe&ed so as to weep sore. As an individual 
and good, dfeath could not be terrible to him \ whereas ap¬ 
prehension of public disturbances, and that idolatry might 
have an advantage, were great trials. Hence he prays fervently. 

How must such an one have been affected with probable 
hurt to good faith ? Less than this could not be the cause 
of sore weeping. A deluge of superstition with infidel an¬ 
archy were tremendous prospers to a noble enlightened mind. 

See how he argues in prayer, verse 3. I beseech thee, O 
Lord, &c. Familiarly devout it must be owned, yet does he 
not boast. A sincere obedience may be gratefully refle&ed 
upon 1 '. While precious truth and holiness are opposed, a 
reformation little better than just begun is in great danger, 
especially when powerful supports are removed. On such 
grounds, I presume to ask for continued life. Accordingly he 
is heard. 

'The word of the Lord nearly that instant came unto Isaiah, 
saying, Turn again, &c. Behold, I will heal thee, and so on. 
The city and kingdom, amidst many trials, shall be preserved. 
Fifteen years are yet allowed thee. Amazing are the conde¬ 
scensions which follow to upright piety. * A lump of figs is 


a Jonah hi. 7. b 2 Cor. i. 12. 


made 
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made use of, to discuss the boil 5 a lesson to make use of se¬ 
cond means, though not so certain as at present. A sign is 
given to Hezekiah, to ease the ardour of his soul, for conti¬ 
nued usefulness. Not very easy to explain, but far from im¬ 
possible. The like are not now either to be expected or 
sought. Soon as people can, they should settle their secular 
affairs, and not perplex dying hours. Manage without delay, 
whatever is most important. 


XXVI. BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY FORETOLD. 

Chap. xx. 17. Behold^ the days come , that all that is in 
thine house , and that 'which thy fathers have laid up in store unto 
this day, shall be carried into Babylon : Nothing shall be left , saith 
the Lord . 

W ITHOUT due care, successes, whether temporal or 
spiritual, are apt to elevate, and endanger. Heze¬ 
kiah was an example of this. He had been favoured with 
various miracles, and yet, upon a congratulatory address, with 
some presents from Merodach, an idolatrous king of Baby¬ 
lon, he not only accepts the presents, which was, in effedt, 
making alliance with him, but shews the messengers, by an 
express order, all the house of his precious things. Impolitic, 
as well as vain. Perhaps too, distrusting Providence, he re¬ 
lies not a litile upon an arm of desh. Let Isaiah’s interview 
be. well thought of, from verse 14. 

The prophet announces a decree of Jehovah, irreversible 
against his kingdom. Behold, the days come, &c. A dread¬ 
ful certification J Yet submitted to with calmness. Peace in 
his own days, both religious and civil, was to be allowed. 
Each of them fulfilled to a title. The captivity, in particular, 
one hundred and twenty-five years after 5 to be the entire 
cure of Polytheism to them, and idolatrous worship. Learn 
from the above, to strengthen belief. 

Also, to avoid as much as may be, unequal connexions. 

F f f 2 Amendment 
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Amendment from being chastised. To adore Omnipotent 
Sovereignty. 


XXVII. JOSIAH. 

Chap. xxiii. 25. And like unto him was there no king be¬ 
fore him, that turned to the L,ORD with all his hearty and with all 
his souly and with all his mighty according to all the law of Moses ; 
neither after him arose there any like him . 


A FrER a number of wicked idolatrous princes, this wor¬ 
thy character appears. By former vicious careless¬ 
ness, the law itself was lost, at least as to any one full correct 
copy. 

Among other good works of Josiah, he repaired the temple ; 
when Hilkiah, then high priest, found an entire copy, and it 
is not improbable, written by Moses ; with the history after¬ 
wards of the Jewish people 

Upon perusal of national sins, and certifications against 
them ; Josiah is moved to a great degree. He rent his 
clothes in grief, &c. and communicated to his chief rulers, 
the contents of what he had read. This led to an immediate 
design of general reformation. Truly glorious evidence of 
chapter xxii. Susceptible tender heart! 

False religious principles, and worship, are not easily over¬ 
come, even by high authority and zeal. Yet did this young 
pious king make wonderful progress. He would have all his 
people better instructed; and sent men of prime ability through 
the land, for that purpose, having well transcribed copies 
along with them. A wi^e judicious measure ! And followed 
at our blessed reformation from papal error and tyranny 
Josiah celebrated the passover likewise, with his people, as a 
special 1 enlightening ordinance. The house of God, as has 
been said, he decently fitted up. 

Josiah’s heart was wholly devoted to God. Duty was no 
force upon him, but his delight. In public and private the 

a Isa. viii. 20, &c. I Thtss. v. 21. 
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same, so that all might know where to find him. For his 
sake, and that of a few good kings, the captivity is delayed. 
Happy beneficent souls! Esteem and love will honour their 
memory. Subsequent order will maintain this. 


PART VIII . 

* 

I. THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY. 

Chap. xxv. 4. And the city was broken up y and all the men 
of •war fed by night by the way of the gate y between two walls , 
which is by the king's garden ; (now the Chaldees were against 
the city round about jJ and the king went the way toward the 
plain . 

HE most tremendous evil that befell the people of Judah, 
-*■ prior to their total overthrow by the Romans, was 
the destruction of their city and temple, by Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon. Zedekiah, after some dreadful cruelties to¬ 
wards him, is led captive, with most of his fighting men, who 
did survive the siege. Those left, were harassed beyond 
measure. All was desolation and horror ! As much power only 
is left them, as to fulfil Gen. xlix* io. Psal. cxxxvii. through¬ 
out. An affe&ing elegiac. Neither sceptre, nor lawgiver, as 
yet, was, altogether removed, and many of them did worship. 

Under Nehemiah and Ezra, their present miseries were to 
terminate, in a complete cure to their idolatrous tendencies a . 
Jeremiah, himself a captive, speaks of those sad times, and 
foreseen restoration b . Thus saith the God of Israel, and so 

a 1 Citron. Chapters xii. Sc xjcii. with Isa xx. from verse 14. Rom. xi. 33, See. 

b Chap. xii. 7, &c. 
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on. I will plant, &c. Be not afraid. They would not take 
advice from the prophet, which did enhance their miseries 
Fear thou ncft, after all, O Jacob, &c. I will make a full end 
of the nations whither I have driven thee, &c. b * The judge¬ 
ment of Babylon, and the redemption of Israel. 

A spirit of penitence is looked for c . Weeping and seek¬ 
ing the Lord. Then shall the proud stumble and fall. All 
accomplished by Cyrus, king of Persia y whom Isaiah did ex¬ 
pressly name. Such coherence of prophecy, and fulfilment, 
demonstrates scripture truth. 

Zerubabel rebuilds the temple *, Nehemiah the city y and 
Ezra restores the law. Judah thence-forward has been stead- 

1 

fast to the divine unity; and in that respcft, a pattern to the 
world ; even after much suffering under Antiochus Epiphany, 
and others, for their pure faith. Pray much for their still 
more entire recovery to gospel belief d . 


I. CHRONICLE S. 


II. DAVID’s ADVICE TO SOLOMON. 


Chap, xxviii. 9. And thou y Solomon m y son y know thou the 
GOD of thy father , and serve him with a perfect heart , and with a 
willing mind ; for the L.QRD searcheth all hearts , and understand - 
eth all the imaginations of the thoughts : If thou seek him , he will 
he found of thee ; hut if thou forsake him y he will cast thee off for 
ever. 


D YING words of the good ought to be impressive. 

Hence, king David is led to speak as by the text, 
in presence of an august assembly. 

Fathers of true piety, like Abraham, Isaac, and others. 


a Jcr xlvi. if. 


b Chap. 1 . 


c ViTSC 4. 


tl Rom. xi. 15, 

should 
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should be imitated with much affection. Distinct knowledge 
of God is a prime principle of uniform obedience. It imparts 
love a . 

A perfefr, or upright heart, and a willing mind, in divine 
service, is every thing. Angels themselves cannot go beyond 
this. An all wise, munificent God, requires no more than 
what must quicken every other power b . The law is their 
rule, and only the highest measures of obedience can satisfy 
them c . Those of an opposite character want sincere will. 

lie who searches the heart cannot mistake an affecting con¬ 
sideration d . 

Goi> will be found of all who seek his aid. To forsake his 
worship is to forsake him, and to be forsaken by him. 
Dreadful certified crime ! Evil and numerous examples are 
very bewitching. So did Solomon sadly experience e . The 
usual gradation of vice is, first to negledt God, and then to 
forsake him. 


III. MOTIVES TO PUBLIC USEFULNESS. 

* 

Chap. xxix. 14, 15. But who am /, and what is my peo¬ 
ple y that r tUt' should be able to offer so willingly after this sort ? For 
all thmgs come of thee y and of thine own have we given thee . 
Lor wc are strangers before thee i arid sojourners^ as were all our 
fathers : Oar days on the earth arc as a shadow , and there is none 

D AVID had it much at heart, to build the temple of God ; 

but, accepting his will, this honour was reserved for 
the more peaceful days of Solomon his son. The devout fa¬ 
ther laid in considerable stores for that purpose, and was imi¬ 
tated by people under him, of all ranks. Whence that noble 
elevation of gratitude, verse 10, &c. Blessed be thou, Lord 
God of Israel, &c. 

a P «il. i. 6. Jo. xvii. 3.—x. Z7. Psal. xxiii, throughout. b Tit. ii. 9,10. 
c PhiLiii. 14.&C. Prov.iv. 18. <t On. xxxix. 9. P s a|. cxxxix. 1, &c. 

c % Cor. ri. 16, &c. 
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His conclusion is at once modest, and patriotic; Who am 
I, &c. Such motives and arguments may be still of great use 
to consider. As, that all generous motions come of God, as 
a prompter to act conformably. He is good, and doth good 
incessantly. The pious wish to imitate him with fervour. 
Tliis is the sum both of their virtue and happiness. Even to 
will, argues special excellence. A benevolent idea is truly 
precious, and to be regarded as a divine call. When felt and 
yielded to, he states himself, as a receiver. He moves as a 
suppliant, and then accepts as a loan \ Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto the least of these, my brethren, See. 

Yet, after all this, it is but a small share of his own. How 
many comforts from him has the donor had ? Past reckoning. 
How much still remains ? What a privilege, to act as almon¬ 
ers for heaven. To withhold is a thought of horror. 

Having but few days to live, we ought to be more busily 
employed in good>beneficent works. An hastening last hour 
should be made as easy, and even joyous as possible. Endea¬ 
vour to emulate those of former ages. Be not glued to a fo¬ 
reign land. Transfer rather to heaven. Lay up treasures 
there e . Why attach thyself to a fleeting shadow ? Be rich 
toward God. 


PART IX 

I. JEWS RESTORED FROM CAPTIVITY. 

Ezra i. 3. Who is there among yon of all his fieo; >le ? H is 
God be with hi 771 ) and let him go up to Jerusalem , which is Ju¬ 
dah , and build'the house of the L.ORD God oj Israel (he is the 
God J which is in Jerusalem . 

T HE method by which Cyrus, king of Persia, did con¬ 
quer Babylon, was foretold with wonderful precision ; 

a Matth. xxv. 35, &.c. b Htb. xiii, 16. Isa. Iviii. 4, &c. 

c 1 Tim. vi. 18, &c. 


and 
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. and the same way accomplished^ Then was the captivity to 
end Most amazingly particular ; and that above two hun¬ 
dred years before How exactly agreeable to Ezra’s history ? 
A vast many thousands returned under Zerubbabel; still 
more in a.short time after. The altar was built by them, and 
sacriKces offered. In the second year, a new temple was 
founded, with much exultation L . Yet though much inferior 
outwardly, it was to be honoured with Mess;ah’s presence j 
the chief of all glories. After forty-six years, and in the 
sixth year of Darius, king of Persia, it was finished, though 
not without manifold interruptions. After crucifying the 
Prince of Life, the veil of the temple was rentAn evi¬ 
dence of the Lord’s departure from the holy of holies ; and 
where the impious Caligula woultf have his own statue set up. 
A source of dreadful Jewish wars, and terminating in their 
ruin by Titus Vespasian. 

Thus was Jacob’s oracle d completely fulfilled, and those of 
our divine Saviour e , even to astonishment. A sure and 
lasting testimony to gospel-truth. Only weakness and pre¬ 
judice can hold out against this. 

Known unto God are all his works from the beginning. 
By foretold contingences, a Nebuchadnezzar to punish, and 
a Cyrus to restore. The upright good must triumph in the 
end f . Let communities take warning from exemplary ven¬ 
geance. 


II. EZRA. 

Chap. vii. 10. For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the 
laivofthe LORD , and to do it y and to teach in Israel statutes and 
judgements. 

4 

C ERTAIN parts of this sacred book might have been 
added to wliat was written by Ezra, after his decease; 

aHos. iii. 4. Jcr. xxy. 9, &c. Chap. xxix. 10. Isa. xxiv. 2,8. —xlv. 4. 
liF/.iuiii. 12. Ih£. ii. 3. c Mattli. xxvii. 51. d Gen. xlix. lo. 

eM.mli. x\lv, Luke 2r. f Psal. lxxxiv. 11. 

G g g 


with 
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with short comjnents, relative to his chara£ler and doings. 
He was a ready scribe, studious and diligent, like the rest of 
Levi’s tribe 3 . Perhaps such office might have subsisted 
from the time of Moses, being taught in schools of the pro¬ 
phets b . 

Their usual preaching places were the temple, and syna¬ 
gogues, after being licensed. To teach and exemplify was 
their honour, from a prepared heart. A situation, at times, 
of trouble and danger. Ezra had been bred at court, and did 
write to Artaxei..es king of Persia. He was in use, probably, 
to transcribe copies of the law, to the princes, from Cyrus 
downwards. Hence, their rescripts are not unseldom devout. 
For other scribes, too, he might write, who were less expert c . 
Gloriously patriotic! 

Nor did he neglett the multitude of Jewish captives, who 
chose to abide in and about Babylon, and other provinces; 
who built synagogues, and maintained scribes. A blessing to 
Ezra’s heart; and mean, afterwards, of propagating the gospel. 
Wonderful gracious Providence ! 

Work like that of Ezra required much seeking into the 
law ; a heart also piously prepared.. More for practice than 
speculation. To attempt the evasion of holiness is dreadful. 
To teach in God’s name, and according to his word, is to teach 
with authority. Thus saith the Lord, must affe£t. 


NE HE MI AH, 


Chap. vi. i r. And I said y Should such a tigw as I fee ? and 
who is there that y 'being as I am y would go into the temple to save 
his life ? I will not go in. 


T HE author of this sacred book shines admirably through¬ 
out the whole, as devout, a lover of his country, pru- 


a i Chron. xxiv. 6. 


li Compare l Cor. i. 20. Matth. 34 - 


c 2 Chron. xvii. 9. 


dent 
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dent and brave. When advanced to be the king’s cup-bearer, 
he forgets not his people, and the faith of his ancestors. 
Finding after all that Cyrus and his successors had done, that 
Jerusalem and the temple lay in rubbish, he wept sore by him¬ 
self and could not conceal his grief. It was observed by his 
prince, ArtaxerxesNemon. Nehemiah,fora short space,became 
atFraid of despotic power, yet trusting to God, and a good 
conscience, he opens to him the whole affair. His appeal to 
the king was noble, and his request was heard while praying 
in himself. 

Permission is given him to visit Judah for a stated time,* 
with letters of recommendation to all the governors of his 
numerous provinces, and a most suitable equipage. This n#eets 
with envy from Jewish oppressors, so as to lay snares for his 
life. To all which he bravely answers, Should such an one 
as I flee ? Not even the temple will I go into for being safe. 

He had a task assigned him by God, and would not delay 
execution. The same God had hitherto protected him. Nay 
given him signal success. How base then to a£t the coward ? 
His cause too was that of heaven. True and well-grounded 
heroism ! 

In good works begun, every step of providence should be 
regarded. Isaiah’s predictions, and what Cyrus had done, 
could not be forgotten by one so pious. His own zeal, and 
the measures taken hitherto had divine countenance. Kis 
coadjutors were many and bold while under his eye. Long 
and large experiences of grace do strengthen to trust and work. 

I live but to be useful, and to quicken others d . 


IV. SCRIPTURE LECTURING. 

Chap. viii. So they read in the booh , in the law of GoD y 

<//j tincUy y and gave the sense 9 and caused them to understand the 
reading . 

ROM the time of a complete cure to polytheism and 
idolatry by being captives in Babylon, the Jews first 

cl P.sal. ixxxvi. 

G g g 2 
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built a temple for pure divine worship, and the use of God’s 
word, verse I, &c. Ezra, the chief scribe, did then principally 
officiate. Hopeful were the signs of goodwill from those of 
both sexes. More readers than one seem to have succeeded 
each other, and the most able of them did comment. 

No wonder that Ezra, meeting with such encouragement, 
did bless the Lord, and the people did answer, Amen. Pas¬ 
sages difficult from want of use, or being longaccustomed to the 
Chaldea language* had the right sense given them. A bene¬ 
ficial mode of instruflion, and ever to be followed. Ancient 
original languages require this, with antiquatedcustoms. Hence 
must appear the need of previous learning, and care for-ad¬ 
mission into sacred office. Moderate skill with diligence will 
do much good service. Others seem to climb up rather than 
come in by the door. Well warranted lecturers they can 
never be. 

The written subjeft should be rend, as muchas possible, with 
a distinct articulate voice. All should study this however dif¬ 
ferently otherwise they may be qualified. Plain full speech 
and unaffe&ed, is most agreeable. Demosthenes had a defeat 
in pronouncing to overcome, which he did with no small 
pains, and for a name. How much more ought a regard for 
human souls to operate? Monotony and canting are to be 
avoided. 

It is to be lamented when voices are unequal to large stated 
congregations, and admirable qualities are next to lost; age 
often,and unavoidably,must produce this,and seems to demand 
congregational assistance. Tor give the true sense is most 
material, and will require much preparation. A readiness for 
mere speech ought to be distrusted. Few if any can always 
answer for a good frame. Circumstances may disconcert the 
imprepared. Our very best endeavours are all little enough. 
Where original words are ambiguous, the context well attend¬ 
ed to may be a great help. Implore God, and then give his 
own meaning. Let the illiterate have an honest teaching. 
Babes ought to. be fed Attentive hearing is a great spur to 
pastoral diligence h . 

g J .mesii.5. 1 Pjtcrii. 1, &c. h Iaa. ii. i, &c. 

V. 
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V. SABBATH. 

Chap. xiii. 17. Then 1 contended with the nobles of Ju¬ 
dah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and 
prophane the Sabbath-day ? 

P LACES and times for divine worship are a high privilege, 
and require to be gratefully acknowledged. This was 
stridtly bound upon the Jews ‘. Others, though perhaps not 
to an equal degree, need to be devoutly educated. Such sea¬ 
sons, therefore, ought not to be hurt by outward employments. 
So judged good Nehemiah. An example still for those of 
rank and learning. It is real patriotism. 

A land of Excellency for pious means enhances the guilt of 
transgressors, especially where much has been done to preserve 
them. They ought bravely to be testified against. Happy 
people who have national authority to corroborate their mea¬ 
sures. At once to insult God and man is intolerable. Large 
trading cities are much in danger of those impieties. What 
may be done in six days should be left to these. Former di¬ 
vine judgements are fit warnings. They brought Jerusalem 
and the temple into rubbish. Whence proceeded woeful ig¬ 
norance and guilr. An unavoidable consequence. 

Personal and domestic reformations, as to public worship, 
would be of infinite service. Likewise that religious ministers 
be duly qualified. A Lord’s Day has much the advantage of 
a Jewish Sabbath. Flow beneficial, how pleasant to rise a- 
bove the things of time k . 

1 J 1 T *9» k Fsul. Ixxxiv. throughout. 
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VI. ESTHER’S ZEAL. 


Chap. iv. 1 6 . Go, gather together all the Jews that are pre¬ 
sent in Shushan, and fast yefor me, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night nor day : I also and my maidens will jast likewise ; 
and so will I go in unto the king , whic h is not according to the 
law ; and if 1 perish, 1 perish. 


E STHER, though originally a private person, and Jewess, 
was the choice of Ahasuerus, king of Persia, to be his 
consort. She was very fair, and educated under Mordecai, a 
devout uncle. Her conversation no less than her beauty did 
captivate the prince. 

After advancement, she, as directed by Mordccai, did for a 
time conceal her belief, to profess afterwards with more ad¬ 
vantage. Both together mourned at heart the state of their 
countrymen, far from their native land, and opportunities for 
pure religious worship. Mordecai lay in mourning posture 
before the palace to be commiserated. Hainan, a prime 
minister of the king, and great favourite, takes offence, that 
he paid him no obeisance, length coming to the know¬ 
ledge of Mordecai’s country and belief, he contrives a horrible 
malicious falsehood for his destruction. The king’s decree, 
for support of this was but too easily obtained. 

Then Mordecai, probably inspired, having before this dis¬ 
covered a traiterous conspiracy against Ahasuerus, and a record 
made ol the matter in the public journals, the queen is advis¬ 
ed by her uncle, heroically to exert herself, which was done, 
and must be attentively perused. The whole numerous pro¬ 
vinces of Persia were filled with Jews, intended by Hainan, to 
be cut off at once. Mordecai*s wisdom counteracted him ef¬ 
fectually. The whole is curious, and replete with instruction. 
Queen Esther is prevailed upon by her uncle to do what might 

have 



ESTHER. 415 

have cost her death to save her people, that is, to go into the 
king's inner court uncalled, with a petition. 

Tremblingly she adventures,and is spared. She was advisable 
by proven worth and friendship. An excellent virtue. Ar¬ 
gument is heard with patience and attention, verse 13. Thou 
art now called by God to shine in the rank of heroines. Her 
reply was noble and full of devotion \ Go, gather thy people, 
&c. I also and my maidens will do the same. And, if I per¬ 
ish, I perish. Submission in the sublime ! Brave, faithful 
and beneficent! "Who so fit to train as those who are young ? 
Let advice be calm, and argument clear. In the use of best 
means acknowledge God. 

VII. MORDECAI AND HAMAN. 

Chap. v. 13. Yet all this availeth me nothings so long as I 
see AlorJtLdi the Jew sitting at the king’s gate . 

T HE contrast between Mordecai and Hainan's characters 
suggests a variety of useful reflections. The former 
of these was prudent, and of course cautious j the latter rash 
to his own ruin. Being encompassed with external advan¬ 
tages, he could suffer no delays in the executing of his pleasure. 
This drew him into fatal snares. Mordecai was possessed of 
high veligmus principles,and was at pains to disseminate these, 
whereas Hainan had none. He was altogether selfish and 
cruel, lie sent for Zeresh his wife, and told her of all his 
glory. Nevertheless he is miserable from want of a mere 
trifle. How much lost to reason, and right sentiments, 
llis wife advises him to what was shocking, and he consents 11 . 
I! ow foolish and impious both was his discontent ? 

Go, provide a gallows for Mordecai, and be merry, is what 
pleases them. How humble was the unmerited objcCt of his 
displeasure, and how insufferable Hainan's pride ? Devout 
patriotic mourning jdid occupy the one, whilst the other was 
filled with proud wrath. Humility itself he could not abide 


d Psal. vii. 14, 15. 
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the signs of. Wretched therefore in midst of plenty. 
The death of a poor man, to be followed with that of thou¬ 
sands, are what his heart was full of ! What an object of hor¬ 
ror and detestation ! God resisteth the proud. How much 
happier is Mordecai in his generous grief r There is such a 
thing as'rejoicing in tribulation. A whole world in possession 
would not satisfy some. God is a sure and lasting portion c . 
A cottage with bread and water will suffice for this. Content¬ 
ment is gain. 

What enjoyment can equal that of a well governed temper ? 
Says Haman, in his own mind, Mordecai must be bung, or 1 
must be wretched ! What a precarious wicked state of soul. 

He is his own tormentor. Ever liable to disappointment f . 

# 

Go, rule thy will, bid thy wild passions all be still: 

Know God, and bring thyself to know, 

The joys which from religion flow. 

Ga'S. 

It is weak to complain of partial outward divisions. The 
poor may be rich Devotion elevates the soul. Rejoice and 
do good. 


c Lulte xii. 15. Pwl. iv. 6. xxxvii. 16. f Psal. xvsvii. n f &c. g Ja:r\ ii 5. 
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